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LETTER

After Every Summer Comes Autumn
To some Sookmyungians, summer is the time to relax. However, for The Sookmyung Times,
summer is a time of ‘training’, which has continued for many years. Every cub reporter
is required to write articles for each section of SMT, namely SOCIETY, WOMAN, and
CULTURE. After continuous feedback from editors, cub reporters revise their work and learn
to become true academic journalists, who specialize in getting the news Sookmyungians care
about. I, too, underwent this training with fellow editors as a cub reporter. The process of
writing articles each night is challenging, and at the time, I was not sure I would be able to
continue as a SMT reporter. However, the one thing, I can say for certain now is that I’m
accustomed to SMT and I found my place in SMT. While my writing ability has not improved
as much as I would like, I was able to cover the news and listen attentively to the voices of
Sookmyungians. Since SMT reporters are training hard to write articles every night so that
they cover the news Sookmyungians want to read objectively and critically, they might feel
the hardship of learning to write for SMT during the summer. However, they will reap the
fruits of their hard work and feel the pride of writing as fully qualified academic journalists.
While every ability one wishes to gain may not come right away, each struggle one overcomes
gives strength to work through the next chapter.
After the long summer comes the new autumn semester. All of us at SMT hope Sookmyungians
made the most of their summer and return recharged from vacation to face the challenges
before them over the semester. To spark your excitement for the new semester, SMT has
prepared several interesting stories, and they will be laid out on a more mature and improved
version of the magazine. For the section FEATURE, SMT will look at “My-Recipe” culture,
which became trendy in 2019. In section COVERSTORY, SMT delved into the issue of
‘international marriage and family violence’, which has been highlighted recently. Besides,
the SMTRACING section will cover ‘facilities in Sookmyung’ and concerns Sookmyungians
have of them. Each of these sections in SMT is covered by reporters who after undergoing
summer training, became full reporters. Along with these sections, reporters and editors
present important news directly affecting Sookmyungians. Everyone worked diligently all
summer to cover the news, so I hope you enjoy the edition. SMT welcomes your opinions
and comments on the edition in the sections, SMT READER and SNS WINNER. To better
communicate and hear the voices of Sookmyung, SMT has established a Kakao Talk Plus
friend account. We welcome your reviews, comments, and news tips on the SNS account.
All of us at SMT promise to do our best to keep our eyes and ears open to your voice. We
appreciate and hope you continue your support for SMT.
Kim Ma Seunghee / Editor-in-Chief / smt_msh@sookmyung.ac.kr
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ALUMNAE

ALL PHOTOS FROM COLOR PROJECT

Give
Language Its
Own COLOR;
Color Pro ect
People can do a multitude of things through
language. They can see the world more
widely as they speak and read, and they can
communicate with more people through
it. Many people are trying to learn a new
language, but it is not easy to make the
new language one’s own. Some people will
suffer unwarranted fears when learning the
language, and others may find it difficult to
continue learning the language steadily due
to personal circumstances. For these such
people, there is one group implementing
special educational methods. SMT will
introduce Color Project team and how it
makes the Chinese language more colorful
and attractive.

Before getting started, would you
please introduce Color Project to our
readers briefly?
Color Project manages the brand of 5 Color
Chinese, which is a system of teaching the
Chinese language through 5 colors. Color
Project is a business in which members who
have its own feature gather together to make
their own color of Color Project. We added
the word ‘color’ to the company name to
stress our use of the color intonation method,
a base of 5 Color Chinese.

Color Project operates the brand of
learning ‘5 Color Chinese’. Please
explain how the color intonation
method works.

Mandarin has 5 types of intonation. Many
people give up learning the Mandarin
language because of difficulties with
intonation. To make it easier, we devised
the color intonation method. We gave each
intonation its own color story. We associate
the 1st intonation type with a black crow
flying high in the sky, the 2nd intonation
type with a fast-growing green tree, the
3rd intonation type to a yellow crescentshaped banana, the 4th intonation type to
a falling red apple, and the last intonation
type also known as Gyeongseong to a tiny
gray stone. This color intonation method
has had excellent success. It has increased
the efficiency of learning by about 60%,
comparing to preexistence learning methods.

Oh Kim Youbin / Culture Section Editor / smt_kyb@sookmyung.ac.kr
Choi Cho Huiryung / Reporter / smt_chr@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kwak Lee Shinyoung / Reporter / smt_lsy@sookmyung.ac.kr

STORY OF 5 COLOR CHINESE
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It has shortened the time needed to learn
some parts of Mandarin from 120 hours to
20 hours. Also, it has resulted in increased
motivation among participants through
checking and producing each learner's
individual learning needs.

More recently, Color Project has
developed ‘Peanut Card’ based on
the color intonation method. Would
you tell us more about these cards?
When I recall how I learned Chinese
characters, my memory is filled with rote
learning and the repetitive writing of
characters. Most of those characters that
I memorized when I was younger have all
been forgotten, and the old learning methods
made me lose interest in learning the
language. We created ‘Peanut Card’ because
we believed students would become more
interested in learning Chinese characters and
remember them longer if they understood
the characters’ shape and meaning since the
Chinese character is based on hieroglyphics.
Peanut Card is a card with a picture on the
front and the Chinese character on the back.
Students will retain the learning longer if
they can bring the picture to mind when they
see the character. In other words, our passion
to help students study Chinese characters
more willingly and our desire for students to
retain their learning longer motivated us to
create the Peanut Card.

Since you offer your products to
nations other than Korea, what do
you think is the most important
factor to consider?
We need to think about naturalness because
each country is very different, especially
in terms of culture. We did not attempt to
translate our services directly. We employed
local people to translate our products and
services into their native language and
ask them if our products and services are
effective in their country. Because the
characteristics of each country differ, we
modified aspects of our method to match
their needs. In other words, we focused
more on naturalness because there was no
guarantee that an education method designed
with Koreans in mind would completely suit
other nations.

Please tell us more about the Chinese
language education for merchants in
Yongmun market.
The Chinese language education training
program for Yongmun market’s merchants is
operated under the supervision of Sookmyung
Women’s University and the 5 Color Chinese
Team. It is a program designed to help
merchants learn Mandarin through one-onone sessions with Sookmyungians. Our color
intonation method has helped merchants
learn Mandarin and how it could be applied
directly to their lives. We divided the type
of Chinese language learning according to
trade types that can be seen in almost every
market such as optical centers groceries,
grocers, butchers, and so on. The program
ran for 8 weeks, and we held it twice. At the
end of one of the programs, one merchant
brought flowers for a Sookmyungian
partner. We view the program as not only
enhancing participants’ Mandarin language
ability but also providing merchants and
Sookmyungians with the chance to get close
to others. For us, it is the most worthwhile
moment in our activities.

Then, what has been the most
difficult aspect of a startup company?
We haven't had any major difficulties yet,
but we don't have many business members
since we have only just started. Just starting
also means that each member must perform
a lot of important tasks and take on a heavy
responsibility. Because of that, we often
feel small mistakes are huge, so we guess
psychological burdens are our biggest
difficulties. Therefore, we always ask for a
lot of feedback and comments both before
and after our services. We think that it is
important to give constructive feedback to
each other on work performed before the
service is released. Because each member
takes on much responsibility, as mentioned
above, by providing feedback to one another,
we can learn things we may not have
considered when we work alone. After users
have made use of our services, we also ask
for feedback from them. In fact, the feedback
from users is the most beneficial and exciting
because we cannot see our own work form
the viewpoint of the user. Also, users are
very observant and notice small details right

Yongmun market graduation ceremony

away, so we try to be very cautious of details.
We once received a negative comment from
a user who had learned Chinese through
another learning method before us. The
person said our method combined in such
a way confused her/him. We were a little
disheartened to read the comment, but we
felt it important because it wasn't something
we had considered before. In other words,
some comments hurt, but they are the step
towards creating a better learning method.

What are Color Project’s future
goals?
We eventually hope to formalize ‘The first
step to learn Chinese is 5 Color Chinese’.
Our larger goal is to provide Mandarin
learning services outside of Korea. Globally,
there is the stereotype that learning Chinese
is difficult because of factors such as vocal
tones and sounds, which are barriers to a
learner’s learning. We hope to eliminate
the distance between the Chinese language
and the learner through 5 Color Chinese. I
hope that more people will have access to
our services and products and that learning
Chinese becomes easy and less fearful.

Last, please leave a few words for
Sookmyungians.
We were offered a great opportunity to found
Color Project through funding provided by
the scholarship program in Sookmyung.
Generally, it can be difficult to find a job
that best suits your talent. However, if you
look around carefully, you will find plenty of
places that will provide you with invaluable
experiences. Embarking on a startup means
taking on important tasks and experiencing
many things for the very first time. I hope all
Sookmyungians seek out and participate in a
variety of activities while in school.

JANG HYUN GEE
-- Department of Painting, English & Literature ’14
-- Contents Designer of Color Project

PARK SO EUN
-- Department of Painting, Visual & Media Design ’14
-- UI/UX Designer and Editing Designer of Color Project

Peanut Card
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ON SMU

Increase Your Confidence Through a VR Interview
Since May, VR interviews have been ongoing at Student Union Building Room 212. The VR
interview is a mock interview program that utilizes a virtual reality device. Users are free to
select and have an interview at the company of their choice. Basically, two interviewers ask
a variety of questions to the interviewee who is wearing the VR device. They ask the same
questions that might be asked in an actual situation. Interviewees’ responses and gazes are
checked during the interview, and an analysis report is provided at the end of the interview.
Especially, once the interview is done, users receive recordings of their responses to the
interview questions, which can be useful for reviewing and reflecting on the interview. To try
the VR interview, Sookmyungians can visit Room 208 in the Student Union Building, where
the Office of Employment Support is located. A student helper will then guide interested
students to Room 212. Choi Sunghee, head of the Office of Employment Support said,
“We provide an interview clinic and a mock interview program for students preparing for
employment. However, the number of students attempting the mock interview program is
much less than we expected. It may be that students preparing for their first job interview feel
a sense of burden to drop by the mock interview. Through the VR interview, students are given
the chance to experience an interview without fear of failure to secure a job. Making use of the
VR interview program several times could help improve a student’s confidence level prior to
a real first time job interview.” According to Choi, the Office will promote the use of the VR
interview when students come for interview counseling and update the program frequently
by adding more authentic questions of companies. The VR interview will be provided until
May 2020. Sookmyung Women’s University is providing students with a program that fits the
changing times of student employment. SMT hopes that Sookmyungians participate actively
in this and other programs to achieve their dreams.

PHOTO BY HYR
Ahn Ha Yura / Reporter
smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr

Bringing Joy to Children in Learning
From July 29 to August 1, the 4-day Hanbyul Camp was held at the College of Science at
Sookmyung Women's University. The camp, organized by the Disabled Student Support
Agency, was opened with the generous support of the Yongsan Ward Office. At the center of
the camp, the third of its kind this year, is the Sookmyung Women's University's Sookmyung
Translation Volunteer Group. Hwang Yoobin, Department of English Language & Literature
’18, an official at the camp, said, "I wanted to teach language. As an interpretation volunteer,
I planned the event, which focused on teaching languages to elementary school students
in Yongsan-gu. I believe communication within the community is important." The camp
focused on the teaching of three languages: English, Japanese and Chinese. Students were
free to choose the language they wished to learn prior to the start of the camp. The program
consists of language learning, hands-on activities, and role play. Language was taught using
self-produced books by Volunteer Group members, and the various outdoor experiences, art
experiences, and recreation activities were chosen with students’ interests in mind. The camp
also gave the participants an opportunity to watch plays in the language they were learning
and to reenact roles from the plays, which gave children the opportunity to speak in the foreign
language. The students at the camp expressed their satisfaction, saying it was an exciting time
for them. One of the reasons for the camp’s success was publicity. Sookmyungians made and
put up posters throughout the Yongsan district and the Yongsan Ward Office promoted the
camp online at the Mom café. Hwang, said, “I hope the elementary school students do not
feel stressed or tried as they learn their chosen language at camp. We spent numerous hours
preparing for the camp, and I hope our concern and effort was felt.” The camp is consired to
keep up with the global trend, which developed and grew global talent at Sookmyung. At the
same time, it was a meaningful event for children that allowed them to find joy in learning.
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PHOTO BY HJH
Oh Hwang Junhee / Reporter
smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr

NEWS IN SOOKMYUNG

Are You Ready to Start Afresh in 2020?
On August 3, an admissions session for 2020 admissions was held at Samsung Convention
Center, which is the second floor of Centennial Hall at Sookmyung Women’s University
for students and their parents interested in Sookmyung and preparing the admissions
examination. The session had two parts. The first was a briefing about Sookmyung and
the various sections on the exam. During part one, participants learned about Sookmyung
through the speakers’ three ideas: quality of education, satisfaction among Sookmyungians,
and career and entrepreneurship. Immediately after introducing Sookmyung, the admissions
process for 2020 was explained to prospective students and their parents with special attention
to the results of the 2019 recruitment as reference. Informing the final admission schedule
of this year in the end, the first part was finished successfully. The session continued with
part two after admission details. This part centered on individual counseling proceeded with
an order assigned online before. It was an opportunity for students and their parents to ask
more individual questions about Sookmyung or other queries about the admissions process.
Lee Yerin, a high school student attending the presentation said, “I have a lot of interest in
Sookmyung, so the event was extremely helpful, more than I imagined because we were given
a clear and concise explanation of the complex entrance examination. It helped me a lot to
understand the admissions process.” Choi Yeongju, a member of the leadership group Polaris,
said “Even though an admissions process fair was held just a few days ago, today’s event
‘Directly’ shows them distinctive images and characters of Sookmyung.” As Choi mentioned,
the event was meaningful and centered on important information. It was an important venue
that is sure to help future prospects prepare for the admissions process at Sookmyung Women's
University in 2020.

PHOTO BY CHR
Choi Cho Huiryung / Reporter
smt_chr@sookmyung.ac.kr

Summer Program for Foreign Students at Sookmyung
On July 29 through August 20 2019, Sookmyung Women’s University held SISS II. SISS stands
for Sookmyung International Summer School, and this was its second year operating. It was
hosted by the Office of International Affairs. This program is for international undergraduate
and graduate students. Students who wished to participate had to register for the program prior
to its start online. The program offers students a chance to learn Korean language, Korean
traditional martial arts, Taekwondo, and Korean culture through various activities such as
Korean cooking and performance learning. Participants took various courses such as ‘Korean
Language for Foreigners’, ‘Taekwondo and Korean’, and ‘Korean Arts and Crafts’. There
were also cultural excursions, some of which included welcome and farewell parties, a temple
stay, touring Gyeongbok Palace, a street tour, a Korean food cooking class, a field trip to
DMZ and Lotte World, going to a Nanta performance, and wearing Hanbok. On August 13,
students in the program attended a Taekwondo class followed by a Korean cooking class. In
the Taekwondo class, students learn Taekwondo first by doing simple Taekwondo movements
that were mixed with other movements in tune with music. The music was popular so students
learned Taekwondo with pleasure. After gaining confidence with some basic movements,
students were given the opportunity to practice the Taekwondo movements, also known
as Poomsae. The last part of the class involved the paring of classmates so that they could
practice kicking. Kaitlyn Thompson from Mississippi College, who majors in international
studies said “I applied for this program because one of my curriculum requirements was to
study abroad. I play basketball, so I was unable to study abroad during regular school years.
(Finally) I joined the program. I enjoyed the programs, especially the Korean language class
and Taekwondo class. I learned a lot about the Korean culture and language and it was my first
time to visit another country.” Like Kaitlyn, there are lots of international students learning
Korean at Sookmyung Women’s University during the summer. This program helps them with
that learning.

PHOTO BY LHY
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Reporter
smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr
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C H E O N G PA R U N W AY

Where Past and Present Meet

FASHION
PA

CHEONG

1

4
2
5

6

3

KIM JISOO

1. Top / Unknown / 12,900 won
2. Skirt / Toteme / Unknown
3. Shoes / Guidi / Unknown
4. Hat / Vintage / Unknown
5. Bag / Vintage / Unknown
6. Camera / Pentax / Unknown (From mother)

DIVISION OF CHINESE LANGUAGE & LITERATURE ’16

Lee Hwang Hayoung / Reporter / smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr

Please introduce us to your personal style.

Please share some fashion tips with our readers.

I share a wardrobe with my mother, so I am frequently borrowing my
mother’s old clothing. I usually mix and match my clothing with my
mother’s old clothing. The hat that I am wearing today also belongs to
my mother. When it comes to planning my outfit for the day, I choose
my clothes based on TPO (Time, Place, and Occasion). I think about
how the outfit will express a point that is distinctive. I don’t consider
glamour in every aspect.

First tip is to consider textiles when you choose your outfit for the
day. Luxurious good quality material not only raises the price of the
clothing, but also will last longer and fit better. The second tip is not
to limit yourself to one style. Some people are heard saying, “This
won’t fit me” or “I haven’t worn that in a while”, but these thoughts
often lead to missing opportunities to experiment with a variety of
clothes. Try new styles because those clothes you think won’t fit
could match you perfectly.
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F E AT U R E C U LT U R E

Kim Lee Hyunmin / Reporter / smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr

BEFORE

AFTER

PHOTOS BY LHM

Deciding to eat budae-jjigae, translated would be sausage stew, for dinner,
you head to the nearest supermarket to purchase the necessary ingredients:
ham, pork, dried red pepper, and onion. Suddenly you wonder ‘what special
ingredients could I add to make it even more tasty?’ You consider leveling
up its spiciness by adding Kimchi or adding a zesty tang by adding cheese.
After much undecided thought, you decide to ask your friends for their
opinions. One friend replies to your text message that she is also considering
cooking budae-jjigae that evening but without some ingredients like pork or
beef in the fridge, she will make it a clearer broth and add ramen.

NO 353 / SEP 2019
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PHOTO FROM HANKYUNG BUSINESS

SCREENSHOT OF 10000 RECIPE

In 21st century, some people are using a variety of ingredients to
create variations of traditional budae-jjigae. People who deviate
from standardized recipes and transform recipes into tastes that suit
their own palates are called the ‘naecipe tribe’. Naecipe is a coined
expression from the word ‘nae’ meaning ‘my’ and the last part of
recipe, ‘cipe’. Together with tribe, naecipe refers to people who create
recipes. In modern days, choice depends on financial ability and/or
preference, and it is influencing food making as well. The Naecipe
Tribe got its beginnings from the Home Tribe—people who enjoy
hobbies and leisure activities in their homes and not outside. For
instance, Home Tribe members watch movies, cook, and exercise at
home. According to a 2018 survey by Job Korea and Albamon, about
60% of all respondents said they considered themselves members
of Home Tribe. At home, they enjoy a rest and watch movies and
dramas. Because they are doing these activities at home, they operate
their own home cafes and enjoy coffee at home.1) From the simple
home-based coffee-making, the Naecipe Tribe has developed.
Youtuber ‘EJ recipe’, who showcases a variety of modified recipes
including coffees and side dishes, had 310,000 subscribers as of
July 25, 2019. She also had 33 million views from her 500 uploaded
videos. This one example highlights the attractiveness and popularity
of the Naecipe Tribe. Like the Youtuber, naecipe culture is also
in full bloom at Sookmyung Women’s University. On the school
community site, students share their own personalized recipes.
One Sookmyungian who wishes to remain anonymous, uploaded a
dumpling recipe for Sookmyungians who don’t like to cook. She said,
“I often cook at home because I am not living with my family. Most
people will only warm frozen dumplings in the microwave to eat, but

I uploaded a recipe onto the community site that adds a bit of taste to
the dumplings. It’s a recipe for a special sauce, which tastes like the
type of sauce I used to eat when I was young. To share my love of the
sauce with Sookmyungians, I uploaded the recipe. I’m happy to read
comments like, “the recipe was delicious” and “thanks for sharing the
recipe”. Like this, naecipe culture is growing at Sookmyung.
You may not consider yourself part of the Naecipe Tribe, but if you
have ever shared a recipe or gotten one from someone, you are likely
part of the Tribe. A survey of adults found that 75.4% will become
part of the Home Tribe in the future.2) This increase is surely to
lead to an increase in the Naecipe Tribe. The term Naecipe Tribe
first appeared in 2018 and has gradually become more common in
everyday conversations. Its spread is the result of the development
of the Internet, which allows people everywhere to share their own
recipes. In the past, people used to have to buy cookbooks to get
recipes, but now most people use the Internet.  An anonymous student
at Sookmyung Women’s University said, “I have to cook at home, but
I have a hard time because I hardly know any recipes, so I get help
from the Internet. I don’t cook enough to warrant buying a cookbook,
so I seek recipes online whenever I cook.” Like this student, many
people are pleased that they can easily get a recipe online whenever
they need one. As of July 25, 2019, the website “10,000 Recipes” lists
about 120,000 recipes, and has roughly 5.14 million visitors a month.
It also has 850,000 followers on its Facebook page and one million
followers on Instagram. However, according to Naver Shopping, the
number of purchases of the bestselling cookbook ‘Mother’s Touch:

1) Job Korea X Albamon, “58% of Adults Consider Themselves Part of the Home
Tribe and Healing at Home”, November 3, 2018

2) Same as 1

Me, by me, for me

SCREENSHOT OF EJ RECIPE YOUTUBE
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Why Naecipe?

PHOTO BY LHM

OFFICIAL POSTER OF <THE EVENT FOR NAECIPE TRIBE>

OFFICIAL POSTER OF <YOUN’S KITCHEN & 4 WHEELED RESTAURANT>

Korean Side Dish’ didn’t exceed 1,000. In other words, people tend to
search for recipes on Internet sites rather than buying books.
Another reason for the increase in the membership to the Naecipe
Tribe is the difficulty of single-person households. It is not easy
for people living alone to eat. According to a 2017 survey by KB
Financial Group’s Management Research Institute, meals were the
fourth-highest worries among single households (28.3 percent).3) In
other words, single people have a hard time at meal times deciding
what to eat or cook. Lee Subin, a Department of English Education
student at Kangwon National University, said, “I recently ate alone
at a meat restaurant. I felt I was watched, proving that eating meat
alone at a restaurant is still not the mainstream. During the meal, I
felt a lot of discomfort. It was hard to roast and eat the meat at the
same time before it burnt, but the biggest problem was that everyone
was staring at me. The owner looked me like I was an odd person
for coming to meat restaurant alone”. This shows that sometimes it
is difficult to eat out alone. Also, although the food delivery culture
is well-established, the size of the orders required before they would
deliver is too much for one to eat alone. A SMT reporter viewed 30
Korean eateries near Sookmyung Women’s University on the Baemin
application. and found that at 17 restaurants, price of one dish did not
meet the minimum for delivery. Only at 13 restaurants did the price
of one menu item exceeds the minimum amount for delivery, but the
menu item was large enough for 2-3 persons. As this search shows,
single people have difficulty with meals.

participants. The hashtag ‘#3rd_floor_cheese_recipe’, which was
required to participate was added to more than 500 Instagram posts as
of July 25, 2019. These are just a couple of examples where food and
beverage companies use targeting strategies to increase membership
in the Naecipe Tribe.
The emergence of the Naecipe Tribe has also prompted a change in
food programs on TV. Although Korea has a long running cooking
channel called OLIVE, nowadays, more and more cooking programs
and channels are appearing. Even if the food program centers on the
same food, the patterns of the programs are changing. In the past, most
programs aired people eating food such as “Gourmet Road” and “The
Tasty Guys”. These programs routinely have celebrities visit various
restaurants and eat delicious food. The purpose of these programs
is to increase peoples’ desire to eat those food, but more recent
programs are more diverse. With more and more people looking for
recipes on TV, programs are starting to show recipes through their
platforms. For example, ‘Youn’s Kitchen’ or ‘4 Wheeled Restaurant’
show celebrities or chefs working abroad and the recipes they use.
Also, programs such as “House Cook Master Paik” and “Mother’s
Touch: Korean Side Dish” allow viewers to know recipes naturally
as the other cast learns recipes from one person. The increase in
variety of recipes on TV have inspired the Naecipe Tribe who make
modifications to the recipes they viewed at home.

The flood tide of Naecipe

Many people sympathetic to the development of the Internet and
the difficulty of eating alone naturally became Naecipe Tribe
members. With the increase in single-person households, there has
been an increase in products for them, and now there is increased
marketing for the Naecipe Tribe. Dole Korea has begun selling small
fruity pouches made with a various type of fruit. The product was
created because of an increase in the Home Tribe and home-baking
people. Through SNS, Dole Korea introduces recipes that can utilize
products. Binggrae has also uploaded a video-clip on how to enjoy
banana-flavored milk on May 19, 2019 with advertising model Baek
Jong-won. Banana-flavored milk stimulates the Naecipe Tribe and
members have uploaded various videos that use banana-flavored milk
to make lattes, pancakes, puddings, and shakes. Binggrae also held
an event titled “How to Enjoy My Own Banana-flavored Milk” to
promote participation in Naecipe Tribe. Like Binggrae, businesses
are not only sharing recipes, but also holding recipe contests to
encourage consumers to become part of the Naecipe Tribe’. Namyang
Dairy Products held a promotional event for its cheese products. It
was called ‘3rd floor cheese’ and it stimulated great interest among
3) Ju Aejin, “’Single life’ of Koreans in 2017”, Donga, February 24, 2017

Our recipe not my recipe

Banana milk and ice-cream from a convenience store can be combined
to make a vanilla shake. If you have ever tried like this, you are part
of the Naecipe Tribe. As internet recipes have replaced cookbooks
with the modern generation, more and more people are becoming
the Naecipe Tribe members. Taken together, they have prompted
the development of Naecipe culture. Changes in the marketing in
the food industry and types of food programs on TV aimed at the
Naecipe Tribe show the development of environment for Naecipe
Tribe. Such an environment has established the culture and become a
stepping stone for more Naecipe Tribes. With the increase in recipes,
the question of “what shall we eat?” will disappear gradually.
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WOMEN IN DANGER
The Dark Side of
International Marriage
Jung Kim Hyeseung / Reporter / smt_jhs@sookmyung.ac.kr

Mrs. A from Vietnam has lived in South Korea for nine years. She wakes up early
in the morning and then gets her child up, who was born to a Korean husband.
Mrs. A is a naturalized Korean citizen in Korea, but she still feels she is treated
as a foreigner. She ignores the feelings and heads out to the grocery store to buy
ingredients for the chicken rib dish her mother-in-law loves. Carrying out her
errands for the day, she thinks of her mother and family in Vietnam. Her mother’s
face disappears from her memory as she has since her in more than three years. She
longs to visit Vietnam to see her mother, but with that not a possibility, she starts to
cook and set the table for her mother-in-law.
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SCREENSHOT FROM KBS NEWS YOUTUBE CHANNEL

International marriage - Is it Romantic?

Women’s tears

Since international marriage is the marriage of two people from
different nations, it follows the laws of both countries. Marriages
between Korean nationals and people moved from outside of Korea
are referred to as marriage immigration. There are two types of
international marriages: love and arranged marriages. The history
of international marriage parallels the history of Korea opening up
to the outside world. International marriages gradually increased
from the end of the 19th century to the beginning of the 20th
century, starting with marriages between Koreans and Japanese.
After liberation from Japanese colonial rule and after the Korean
War, the number of children born from international marriages and
the number of multicultural families in Korea has risen significantly.
Marriages and multicultural births were most frequent among foreign
soldiers and Korean women who lived in base towns where US
and UN soldiers lived. Children born in this era lived in a society
that despised international marriages and multicultural families.
However, nowadays, it is easy to encounter international couples
and multicultural families in Korean society. International marriages
became more common starting in the 1990s as a result of increased
accessibility to foreign countries and international matchmaking
companies. International matchmaking companies were successful
because South Korea’s multicultural family support law stipulates
that it aims to “improve the quality of life and contribute to social
integration by allowing multicultural family members to lead a
stable family life and fulfill their roles and responsibilities as social
members”. However, in reality, the multicultural families are required
to assimilate into the Korean culture. It was seen as a way of coping
with the low birth rate in rural areas for women from overseas to
marry Korean nationals.
The number of international marriages in South Korea is increasing
every year. Because matchmaking businesses are still flourishing and
the younger generation in Korea does not want to marry, international
marriages in Korean society are inevitable. According to data by
Statistics Korea, there were 20,591 international marriages in 2016,
20,835 in 2017, and 22,698 in 2018. The number of international
marriages in 2018 is about 8.9% higher than the previous year, a
big contrast to the rate of increase for domestic marriages in South
Korea. In particular, the number of international marriages in 2018
accounted for about 8.8% of total marriages. That is, out of 100
marriages in Korea, about 8 or 9 of them are international marriages.
These statistics show how international marriages have permeated our
society a lot. In addition, marriages between Korean male nationals
and non-Korean females account for 73.2% of total of international
marriages. In other words, the most marriage migrants are women.

As the number of married international women continues to rise in
Korea, voices are growing for their rights as citizens. Married migrant
women face difficulties adjusting to Korean life. First, immigrants
have a hard time integrating into Korean way of life. According to
a survey conducted by the National Statistical Office in January
2019, 14.1% of married migrant women said they did not feel any
discomfort with life in Korea. 85.9% of married migrant women
felt at least one inconvenience in Korea. Inconveniences included
factors such as language communication, loneliness, and economic
difficulties. As mentioned earlier, there is a strong perception in
Korea that marriage migrant women should assimilate completely
into Korean culture. Despite the fact that there should be respect for
the person’s home nation and for being married in a different land,
Korea only educates married persons for complete assimilation, and
even that education is not offered frequently. Thus, married migrant
women suffer hardships due to a lack of cultural respect and the
restrictions placed on adapting to life in Korea.
The plight of married immigrant women needs to be looked at more
closely. International marriages between Korean men and foreign
women typically occur through called “marriage brokers”. Generally,
a Korean male who wishes to marry a foreign woman visits a foreign
land to meet a local woman through the broker. After the meeting,
the wedding is arranged with about one week’s time. Once this is
arranged, the Korean client pays about 9000-25000 dollars to the
marriage broker and the bride’s family as dowry.1) Such practices
have raised criticism towards international marriages because
they are more like a business than a service and are thought of as
“dealing marriages”. This mode of marriage business also leads to the
sexualization of women. For example, if someone search words such
as ‘International Marriage’ or ‘Vietnamese Women’ on the Internet,
one will easily find a huge number of posts on websites that contain
women’s photos, ages, and their appearance. There is an inevitable
power structure that will occur between the woman who is being
commercialized and her newly married husband. Also, there could
be physical and mental abuse by some male clients after marrying the
foreign woman, which have been in spotlight lately.
Married immigrant women’s nationality problems and their
right to travel to their home nations is entirely at the discretion of
the husbands, give the husbands the upper hand. This one-sided
authoritative power that the marriage brokers promote is also seen
as a violation of human rights for migrant women. For example, the
SNS “Vietnamese Wife Assault” video showing an assault last July
caused a big stir among people who viewed it. On the released video,
the drunk husband brandished his fist and a soju bottle at his wife and
1) Seon Chorong, “Shadows of the Korean Dream”, Newspost, July 26, 2019
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two-year-old son. This case has been viewed by the public because of
the video, but it is not an isolated incident. According to a survey by
the National Human Rights Commission, 42.1% of married migrant
women said they had experienced some form of domestic violence
such as abuse, sexual humiliation, violence, and economic abuse.
Kang Hyesook, head of the Daegu Migrant Women’s Counseling
Center, said, “International marriages are mostly done in a very short
period of time, so there is very little time for the couple to build trust
and many husbands use their power to obey their wives. It’s a ‘control
tool’ that ensures married migrant women life passively in Korea.”2)
As the example and Kang pointed out, married migrant women are
often threatened and exposed to violence from their spouses.

To stop the crying
Although the number of international marriages and married migrants
has increased, problems continue to arise. With the “Vietnamese Wife
Assault” video, discussions are beginning to solve these problems.
Adapting to Korea is essential for all married migrant women who
have moved away from their homelands, leaving behind all their
relatives. Local governments have started to help. For instance, the
Korea Institute for Health and Family Promotion’s “Multicultural
Family Support Center” offers services such as counseling to ensure a
more stable settlement of multicultural families and a healthy living.
It also provides services for conflict management and communication,
from translation services to language education. The government also
supports education service policies for customized adaptation for
multicultural families and migrant women and Korean language to
help migrant women learn the language and culture. Even though
welfare services are being offered for migrant women by various
local governments in various areas such as Jinju, Iksan, and Daejeon,
it is difficult to provide enough services for all migrant women due
to the issue of supply and demand. There is a need to provide more
support for female migrants to ease difficulties with living in Korea.
There is also call for reformation of the system to prevent more such
problems from happening such as increases in international marriage
brokers, violations against women’s rights, domestic violence,
sexualization, and the trafficking of migrant women. In 1998, the
abolition of the existing law at the time led to free matchmaking.
Since then, the number of domestic and international marriage
brokers has steadily increased, and side effects have begun to appear
over time. To address the side effects and prevent damage, the
need for sanctions by the law is being discussed. Currently, the law
mandates marriage brokers be educated experts and provide damage
prevention education to the couple, but the law is very vague in terms
of standards, raising concern regarding its effectiveness. In addition,
training to become a broker is only four hours in total, which is not
enough to claim professional expertise. “We need better and more
standardized training for brokers, and we need a testing systems to
2) Seon Dameun, “”We Sell Foreign Brides” Why Can’t We Get Stop International
Marriage Brokerages?”, The Hankyoreh, July 11, 2019

SCREENSHOT FROM YOUTUBE SEARCHED FOR ‘INTERNATIONAL MARRIAGE’

determine qualification as an international marriage broker, a test
that focuses on business practices,” said Professor Yeon Kiyoung
of Dongguk University.3) With international marriages an increasing
trend, the system needs an overhaule to improve the current situation.
To solve this problem, there is a need to improve the system, but
there is also the need to get the involvement of private organizations.
For instance, the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family and
various private organizations have partnered to establish “healthy
international marriage projects” to help married migrant women and
reduce problems. Civilian organizations that join work with projects
engage in educational activities that encourage healthy international
marriages to prospective bridegrooms and their families preparing
for international marriages. There are also groups working actively
for migrant women. The Korea Center for Women’s Human Rights
is a private organization that supports migrant women as a single
theme for migrant women. Jeon Kwanghee, a professor at Chungnam
National University, said, “Nonprofit organizations should take the
lead in solving problems from international marriages.”4) The vigorous
activities of private organizations are helping migrant women, along
with government efforts, to improve the current situation.

How far we’ll go
The problems faced by people in international marriages in Korea
have been increasing over time. Although many married migrants
have already been victimized, Korean society is trying constantly to
discuss ways to solve problems and help humanely. The Republic
of Korea is a free democracy that guarantees the freedom, rights,
and safety of all citizens. Married migrant women are now members
of Korean society and as such must be guaranteed the same rights.
Korean society continues to move forward in the regulation of
protection for migrant women’s freedom and human rights.
3) Yeon Kiyoung, “Consumer Damage to Intermarriage, Need to Be Readjusted”,
Womennews, July 15, 2019
4) Jeon Kwanghee, “International Marriage Is a Problem, Not a Solution”, The Segye
Times, October 3, 2012
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FOCUS ON

THE
END
The time to start again has arrived!
Jung Kim Hyeseung / Reporter / smt_jhs@sookmyung.ac.kr
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Voice for the Unheard

PHOTO FROM KSM

The unfamiliar word ‘feminism’ is now becoming commonplace. Let’s dig into the idea behind the word. Hearing the
word, positive ideas like increasing women’s rights or negative thoughts like radical exercise may come to mind. These
stereotypes blind peoples’ eyes and make it difficult for people to grasp the nature of the problem. There is a person
who listens to minorities’ voices attentively to solve these issues. She says people have to respect each other based on
feminism. SMT met Kim Sunmi, who studied Japanese literature at university and later studied women’s studies in
graduate school. She is concerned with feminism for all.

Kim Ma Seunghee / Editor-in-Chief / smt_msh@sookmyung.ac.kr
Ahn Ha Yura / Reporter / smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kim Lee Hyunmin / Reporter / smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr

KIM SUNMI
-- Ph.D. in Women’s Studies at Ewha Womans University
-- Written The Study on Matsui Yayori’s Transnational Women’s Movement as a
Doctorate Thesis
-- Translated Love Rage Fight With Courage (2014), Disenfranchised : Victims
of Development in Asia (2015), What Is Japanese Style Hate Speech? (2018)
-- Lecturer of Women’s Studies at the University of Seoul
-- Director of Baek Paseon Research Institute
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Would you please introduce yourself
to SMT readers?
I graduated from a graduate school of
women’s studies, and I am currently teaching
women’s studies at the University of Seoul.
I also worked as a reporter and editor for
a Japanese newspaper and The Women’s
News. In addition, to empower the voices
of women and minorities, I translated some
Japanese books. Most recently, I became
interested in women who have been forgotten
in history. In order to promote and honor the
career of Potter Baek Paseon, who made a
great contribution to the dissemination of
ceramics technology to Japan, the Baek
Paseon Research Institute opened on August
23. I was inaugurated as a director of the
institute.

Did you have any special opportunity
to study women’s studies?
As I just mentioned, I am a graduate of a
graduate school of women’s studies, but my
undergraduate degree was in the Japanese
language. Studying Japanese, I felt the
injustice women had to endure for being
female. I knew at that time I wanted to
continue my studies in women’s studies, but
I couldn’t put it into action. I got the chance
to work for a Japanese newspaper, but I had
to quit the job and return to Korea because
of my child’s birth. After a career, marriage,
and leaving my job due to childbirth, I felt
that living as a mother, a career woman, a
daughter-in-law, and a wife isn’t easy in
Korea. I was curious about the causes and
reasons for the injustice and inconveniences
that women suffer. Also, I wanted to have
a voice with power so that my criticism
wouldn’t just sound like grumbling. That’s
why I decided to major in women’s studies
and started to work as a female scholar at the
age of 40. It completely changed my life.

Have you found any connection
between Japanese literature and
women’s studies?
In the past, women had no voice and were
forbidden to speak their minds, so they voiced
their personal thoughts through literature
such as diaries. It was through women’s
literature that I learned about the reality of
women’s lives in the past. I followed the
footprints left behind by Japanese women. I
was especially interested in the suffering of
Korean women living in Japan, who were
categorized as minorities in literature. In
addition to women, other minorities were also
classified as non-mainstream and suffered
from discriminating. I look at the problem by
connecting Korea and Japan. For example,
sexual slavery by the Japanese military
was not only sexual criminal behavior,
but it was also gender discrimination and
social position problem. Since one problem
is related to many problems, I don’t think

the sexual slavery problem can be resolved
solely by viewing sexual slavery as being
all about sex. Therefore, I am working to
resolve the matter by discussing the matter
with Japanese women who criticize Japan
due to that. I translate books for the same
reason. The translation is one way Korean
society can better learn of the discrimination
and abhorrence that minorities around the
world receive. I think I am a vital part of this
awareness as I raise people’s mindfulness
towards the struggles of minorities and instill
in them a call to action.

With the multitude of women
scholars, why did you focus on
Matsui Yayori?
Matsui Yayori is the first female staff to
retire from the Asahi Newspaper. She was
non-mainstream in terms of gender and
religion; however, her articles always deal
with discrimination and injustice, much
of which she had direct experience with.
Beyond her articles on injustices, she also
criticized atrocities such as ‘gisaeng tours’.
These tours involved Japanese men traveling
to Korea to buy sex from Korean women.
Most women consider the discrimination
they have experienced first. However, I
think every woman must not forget this idea:
people on the other side of the world will
also be suffering from the same injustice.
Matsui Yayori showed others that women’s
movement is universal and it spreads beyond
borders. I focused on Matsui Yayori because
I want everyone to enjoy equal rights and not
to be discriminated against due to nationality,
gender, age, and wealth.

As a feminist who is married and has
a child, what are your thoughts on
marriage, childbirth, and feminism?
In the past, lots of people thought a feminist
was a single or childless female. Indeed,
there are feminists who are single and don’t
have children, but if you look around more,
you will find feminists in diverse states.
For me, I didn’t major in women’s studies
until after getting married and having three
children. That doesn’t mean I was not a
feminist before I got married. I have always
cared about women’s rights, and I was
indignant about the injustices I personally
encountered just being a woman. I didn’t
define myself as a feminist at that time, but I
was already a feminist. I just started to say I
was a feminist after having my children. For
feminists, marriage and childbirth is a matter
of choice. Feminists are not bound by any
specific frame. Anyone from any household
can be a feminist. I am one such example.

To realize equality, especially gender
equality, what do you think should be
done first?
All must be done, but I guess first and

COVER OF WHAT IS JAPANESE STYLE HATE SPEECH (2018)

foremost is ‘respect’. Many women of my
generation had to suppress their career desires
so that their brothers could succeed. Even if
the daughter was far more remarkable than
her brothers, she had to give up her desires so
that her brothers could succeed. Each woman
was an individual of the society, but they
were denied basic rights as an individual.
Awareness of human rights has increased,
but in many cases even now females are not
respected. Recently in the news, a Korean
man assaulted his Vietnamese wife because
he thought of his wife as his personal
belongings. Every human being wants to be
respected. When respect is shown, men and
women are equal and women are no longer
under patriarchy. Regardless of one’s sex,
wealth, nationality, or race, everyone has the
right to dignity and equality and these can
be educated.

Listening to your words, you
sound concerned with all types of
minorities.
Women’s rights are important topics for
a women’s studies scholar. However,
women’s studies is not only about women
versus men. It’s about criticizing situations
where a person is suppressed by or treated
as a subordinate and as a result, their rights
are suppressed by the group. The subjects
of subordination and suppression can be
women, but the subjects could also be nonwestern, non-white, sexual minorities, or the
disabled. Some are not guaranteed even a
tenth of a human right. Women account for
half of the entire world population despite
being categorized as a minority. Therefore,
their rights are my lifelong agenda. The
society also needs to eliminate sexism to
truly realize equality. Besides sexism, there
are other kinds of social discrimination
NO 353 / SEP 2019

19

Institute, I am working on bringing her life
to the public eye, which has been hidden for
over 100 years. I think it’s very important to
recognize the lives of women like Baek and
empathize with them. I hope Sookmyungians
who read this article give her the respect and
attention she deserves.

What are your short-term and longterm plans?

PHOTO FROM KSM
Opening ceremony of Baek Paseon Research Institute

that appear continuously just like whack-amole. That’s the reason I focus on women
and all others who aren’t being respected
as human beings and work to raise their
dignity. Especially for me, I pay attention
to Korean-Japanese relations since I worked
for several years in Japan. In Japan, females’
human rights are infringed and reviled. It is
a historical problem that has been repeated
continuously. In other words, it is not a single
case problem that can be solved. It is related
to the system and history just like sexism is
not a problem solely related to the family. It’s
connected to problems with social structure.
To fix the problem, there is a need for large
scale awareness and concern.

most rewarding moments is to see students
discussing, with a critical mind, gender
issues even after taking my classes. It is
said that women and men are equal, but
listening to students’ stories, it is clear that
discrimination is still prevalent in society.
Sometimes I feel society has changed little
from the past. Nevertheless, it is wonderful
to see how society is talking about social
problems, criticizing them, and working
towards change. Some students have even
sent me e-mails asking for advice when they
encounter problems at their workplaces after
graduating from university. Students who
seek to change their social groups give me
a sense of pride.

What types of hardships have you
personally confronted as a feminist?

Can you tell us more about the
female potter Baek Paseon Research
Institute?

I feel most difficult when I am trying to
rectify misunderstandings about feminism
but don’t have enough time. Listening to
how people view feminism, I am stunned at
the strange images they voice. Many are so
distorted that I sometimes think to myself,
‘Do I really come across like that?’ If time
permits, I pleasurably explain feminism to
them. However, if the person doesn’t have
the time to talk with me, we depart and they
continue on with their own distorted image
of feminism. They do not let me explain
and they shut themselves off from me. Their
distorted images and misunderstandings
lead to further lack of communication. That
makes me feel bad.

In contrast, what are some of your
most rewarding moments as a
feminist?
I’m educating my students on intellectual
women’s movement. I introduce new
research methods and ideas related to
women’s studies. As a feminist, one of the
20 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

Matsui Yayori achieved greatness during
her time, but she has gone much unnoticed
because males typically wrote about
historical events or people. I think Baek
Paseon was also overlooked, too. When the
Japanese invaded Korea, Korean potters
were taken to Japan regardless of gender.
However, in Arita, a region famous for its
pottery, only Yi Sampyeong, renowned as
the father of pottery, is worshipped like a
god. Little is known about
Baek. Baek Paseon is
not her real name. It’s
actually translated as
an old lady who lived
nearly a hundred years
old. It was given to her by
her descendants. Because
she was a woman, she had
no name, and her work did
not receive the recognition
it deserves. As director of
Baek Paseon Research

Women are not mentioned as often as men
when students are asked about their role
models because female role models are not
well-known. I want to promote awareness
about women who have achieved greatness
but are undervalued or unknown in Korean
society. People can contribute to society
in a variety of ways throughout their
lives. However, even though these people
hold fast to their belief in human rights,
justice, and democratization, they face a
lack of academic support, which limits the
promotion of their person’s thoughts and
activities and only highlights the action of an
intellectual. Therefore, I would like to work
on the promotion and illumination of women
who had no power or knowledge in society
but struggled to make Korean society better.
The Baek Paseon Research Institute is one
such example.

Last, please leave a final message for
Sookmyungians.
I think there are likely many feminists at
Sookmyung Women’s University. Any
woman who wants to be respected as their
male counterpart in society and is willing
to work for that respect is a feminist. I hope
that the Sookmyungians become people of
the world concerned about transnational
issues such as their own rights, the rights of
women across the globe, the rights of people
from different social statuses, and the rights
of people from different races. Also, I hope
Sookmyungians reach out their hands to
people who are denied basic rights as human
beings and tell them, “Your rights deserve
to be respected.” I think this behavior is
representative of true feminism.
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The Unstable Body of Sookmyung
Noonsong (translated as a snowflake) usually studied for her mid-term tests in the Main Library at
Sookmyung Women’s University. One day, during the mid-term period, after finishing her part-time job
and going to the library to study, Noonsong wanted to sleep for a moment on the sofas in the lounge
area because she felt so exhausted. However, she couldn’t find any empty sofa to sleep on, and as such,
she went back to studying. After an hour, due to severe sleepiness, she returned to the sofas to check
if any were empty. However, they were still full of, so Noonsong had no choice but to leave the library
to return home and rest. On the way home, she felt unsatisfied with her studying and thought that the
library should have more sofas for students to take short naps in order to revitalize themselves.
Kim Han Yujin / Reporter / smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kwak Lee Shinyoung / Reporter / smt_lsy@sookmyung.ac.kr
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HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU WITH THE ENTIRE
SCHOOL FACILITIES?

(Result of 130 Sookmyungians)
Somewhat satisfied (23.1%)
Neutral (39.2%)
Somewhat dissatisfied (30%)
Highly dissatisfied(7.7%)
Highly satisfied (0.0%)

Is it enough?

PHOTOS BY SMT

Many Sookmyungians spend much of their time at school during
the school semesters. Universities provide facilities such as lecture
rooms, libraries, restaurants, and lounges. Although the school
provides such facilities, a significant number of Sookmyungians
are still suffering inconveniences due to a lack of certain facilities.
Many students waste time queuing up for elevators, and others
lose much time waiting to enter the lounge. Preparing for exams,
students in need of a nap rarely find a place to rest. Myungshin
Building, so-called “Myungshin Chicken Coop” among students, is
often complained because it is overcrowded both before and after
classes. While every student differs on their opinion regarding school
facilities, a majority of students claim the scale of buildings is the
most significant problem with the facilities. Others insist that aspects
such as a lack of elevators to support the nearly 12,000 students are
a huge issue. Still, others stress the need for additional places of rest
like lounges.
Dissatisfaction with the school facilities has frequently been voiced by
Sookmyungians. Compared to other campuses, Sookmyung Women’s
University has a relatively small campus. According to a survey of
Sookmyungians, 70.8% (92 of 130) of respondents said that compared
to other universities, Sookmyung Women’s University does not have
enough facilities for its students. This finding indicates that more
than half of respondents believe Sookmyung needs more facilities for
students. Among universities located in Seoul, Sookmyung Women’s
University ranks fifth smallest school in physical scale. The campus is
only 65,009m², but it has approximately 12,160 students. Chung-Ang
University (Seoul) has an area of 182,730m² for its 25,058 student
body, Dongguk University (Seoul) has 311,138m² area and 18,944
students, and Ewha Women’s University has an area of 541,117m²
area for its 18,098 students. In other words, Sookmyung has 5.35m²
per student while Chung-Ang, Dongguk, and Ehwa University
have 7.3m², 16.42m², 29.9m² per student respectively. The land per
student ratio shows that Sookmyung Women’s University is naturally
more likely to encounter a scarcity of facilities compared to other
universities due to its small land.

Soundless outcry

PHOTOS FROM 365
Translated as “Are students in the Department of Physical Education not Sookmyungians?”
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To investigate problems arising from a lack of facilities, SMT
polled Sookmyungians’ opinions. Overall, satisfaction with the
school facilities was good. About 62.3% (81 of 130) responded with
‘okay’ or ‘satisfied’. The greatest reason for satisfaction with school
facilities was accessibility by 71.4% (85 of 119). Because of its small
size, students are able to walk from building to building quickly,
but 37.7% (49 of 130) of respondents were ‘slightly dissatisfied’ or
‘strongly dissatisfied’ with school facilities. The largest factor (88.9%

DO YOU THINK PUBLIC DEBATE IS GOING WELL
ON ABOUT THE LACK OF FACILITIES?

(Result of 130 Sookmyungians)
Neurtral(29.2%)
Well done (1.6%)
Not well done (69.2%)

or 112 of 126 respondents) for the dissatisfaction was found to be
‘lack of facilities in number’. Among faculty scarcities, the biggest
problem was the lack of convenient facilities. Sookmyung is one of
the only universities that does not offer students a place exercise.
Because the school has no sports field or gymnasium, Sookmyung
cannot even hold its matriculation ceremony on the campus grounds.
Also, the lack of resting lounges and napping rooms is a remarkable
issue among students. 66.9% (87 of 130) of respondents said the
school needed more of those convenient facilities.
Among the need for many different convenient facilities, first and
foremost, respondents said there was a need to build more resting
areas. 86 of 123 students wanted more spaces such as lounges and
comfortable sofas. Next, students (77 of 123 respondents) wished
the school would invest in more elevators for larger buildings such
as Myungshin Building, Sunheon Building, and Myeongjaekwan.
In addition, respondents said there is a need for a sports field and
gymnasium. Other facilities that students said the school needed
were more lounges, convenient stores, shower rooms, and nap rooms.
SMT reporter asked one Sookmyungian if she had ever experienced
any form of inconvenience because of a lack of provided facilities.
“Right before the start of classes, students must wait in very long
lines in front of elevators. Even if I don’t take the elevator, trying
to walk up the staircase is also difficult because it is so crowded
near the staircase. In Sunheon building, students and professors use
the elevators together. There are only 2 elevators for such a large
building. It’s ineffective. Whenever I see the long lines, I feel the
school should improve its facilities”, said Park Eunji, Department
of Social Psychology ’19. As Park points out Sookmyungians often
directly encounter problems as a result of a lack of facilities. Because
insufficient facilities cause inconvenience, many Sookmyungians
urgently seek better or improved school facilities, which will ease
school life and make students happier on campus.

Stronger need for attention
Even though a number of Sookmyungians have voiced dissatisfaction
with Sookmyung’s facilities, these problems are considered not to
be discussed enough. According to the survey, 69.2% (90 of 130
respondents) said issues arising from a lack of facilities have yet to
be discussed seriously. This finding is evidence that Sookmyungians
realize the seriousness of a lack of and need for improvements to
facilities on campus. There is also the cry for addressing the problems.
In April 2019, 365, the Department of Physical Education’s Student
Council at Sookmyung Women’s University, had a petition signing
campaign to announce to the rest of campus the inconvenience of
majoring in the field without appropriate facilities. The main statement

was that “Sookmyungians in the Department of Physical Education
need a new auditorium”. Even though they have strongly expressed
demands for a new gym, Sookmyung has yet to address the concern.
In a recent interview with SMT, one member of the 365 said, “During
the petition signing campaign, we sent two requests to Sookmyung
administration asking for the school to comment on the need for a
gym. However, the school did not respond in a timely manner, so the
Head of our department had to make a formal phone call asking them
how they would proceed.” This case clearly shows that even though
Sookmyungians demand for improved school facilities, no progress
can be made if Sookmyung turns a deaf ear.
To resolve matters related to school facilities, attention is needed from
all people at Sookmyung, not just students. The survey found that
39.5% (51 of 129 respondents) said that in order to address facility
problems, there needs to be a concern from officials at Sookmyung
Women’s University. In other words, most Sookmyungians want
Sookmyung’s officials to acknowledge the seriousness of the problems
and move to correct the matters. “Sometimes when I personally
experience a lacking in school facilities, I want to express my
inconvenience to officials of Sookmyung. However, I don’t because it
is difficult to contact officials since there is a lack of proper channels.
Indeed, I could create a hand-written poster that details the issue, but
I doubt whether the complaint would be read by officials, especially
knowing the lack of influence other poster writing has had”, said Kim
Hyunkyeong, Department of English Language & Literature ’19. As
Kim points out, there is a need for a link between Sookmyungians and
officials at Sookmyung so that they can communicate easily.

What makes Sookmyung convenient?
Though Sookmyung has a large student to land ratio compared to
other schools, a few numbers of its facilities seem to be made for only
a few Sookmyungians. To resolve this problem, some Sookmyungians
have voiced complaints about facilities or lack thereof and have
requested Sookmyung make improvements. However, as of yet,
there is no concrete response to requests and there is also a lack of
communication between officials and students. Therefore, ‘lack of
facilities’ is still a matter that needs urgent attention. There is a need
for Sookmyung to view the problem seriously and try to actively
discuss it with Sookmyungians. Only through serious attention and
reflection on the various opinions of Sookmyungians, can Sookmyung
become a more convenient and efficient campus.
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EXPERIENCE

Time to Find the Key
to Peace

Kim Shin Hyerin / Society Section Editor / smt_shr@sookmyung.ac.kr
Oh Kim Youbin / Culture Section Editor / smt_kyb@sookmyung.ac.kr

On a peaceful escape away from a dense forest of concrete
apartments, I look out the window, surrounded by the
emerald sea in Jeju. It was a paradise for someone from a
busy urban area. Jeju is truly a paradise for busy urbanites.
Like Jeju, society needs to put a stop to everything from
time to time. Jeju provides such a paradise in order to
do this. A visit to the island is a chance to fill our hearts.
On Jeju Island, people can not only find inner peace, but
also study and discuss for peace. The global world is a
circle, a hoop without a start or end. Jeju allows people to
experience this concept and provide ideas on how peace
for all can be achieved. Let’s learn how Jeju help us find
peace.

ALL PHOTOS BY KYB

JEJU, the island of peace and prosperity
“The Jeju Forum: for peace and prosperity” is a regional
multilateral dialogue where gathered leaders and specialists
from around the world discuss sustainable peace and prosperity
in Asia. Hosted by the Government of Jeju Special SelfGoverning Province with the support of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Korea, the forum was launched in
2001 as Jeju Peace Forum. Many people view Jeju only as a
travel destination, but it is actually more important as the place
for establishing and managing peace. The Korean government
also designated Jeju the ‘Island of World Peace’. Under this
title, Jeju has hosted various events and is home to various
peace-related organizations including the Jeju Peace Institute,
which is committed to building peace on the Korean Peninsula
and in East Asia. Jeju Peace Forum has operated as an annual
event since 2011. It is held each May, and there are more than
60 sessions at the event including plenary sessions and various
networking opportunities. The Jeju Forum offers eminent
speakers from around the world the opportunity to discuss

24 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

common values, thereby providing a great deal of insights to
the world.
This year, the 14th Jeju Forum was held at International
Convention Center Jeju (ICC JEJU) over three days, May
29 to 31. The main agenda themes were peace, prosperity,
sustainability, diversity, and a global Jeju. Under these themes,
the conference also included the sub-theme: “Asia Towards
Resilient Peace: Cooperation and Integration”. The Forum
Secretariat operates a group of field operation supporters
and a college student press corps to provide students with an
opportunity to participate in. Two SMT reporters applied to
the Forum as volunteer college student press corps because
academic journals from various media platforms are able to
participate in the entire forum after a selection process. After
completing the pre-registration process, reporters departed for
Jeju Island with the excitement of spending three days away
from the big city and learning about peace efforts.

SMT in JEJU
The official schedule for the first day of the
Jeju Forum began in earnest at 1:30 p.m.
SMT reporters arrived at ICC JEJU earlier
than expected. The event place was crowded
with people and journalists from all over
the world. There was a pleasant tension in
the minds of SMT reporters as they looked
around. After a short break, the person in
charge provided reporters with backpacks
that contained a program book and a blue
name tag labeled PRESS, which was the
same as professional journalists’. Before the
official conference sessions began, the press
corps had a brief meeting. Once the meeting
ended, reporters were free to attend sessions
and do each reporting according to their own
schedules. SMT reporters created their own
timetable by selecting sessions they were
interested in because sessions were held

ceremony. Before the start of the plenary
session, Harvard University Professor
Graham Allison and Senior Fellow at
Cambridge University Martin Jacques held
book signing for their books Destined for
War and When China Rules the World,
respectively. Despite the early book signing
event, participants, including students, came
excitedly to the signing. After the book
signing, the plenary session began with
Professor Allison and Researcher Jacques.
At this session, speakers talked about
Thucydides’s Trap, a concept discussed in
Allison’s book. During the talk, his questions:
“Will Kim return to ICBM tests that could
give North Korea a reliable capability to
conduct nuclear attacks on the American
homeland? If he does, will Trump act on his
threat to attack North Korea’s launch sites?

the special session “The Role of Art
and Culture to Promote Peace and
Reconciliation”. Among this session’s
speakers,
Photographer
Choi
Byungkwan, who spent 2 years taking
photos of the DMZ, mentioned that his
exhibition, centered on the DMZ, was
currently showing at the plaza of ICC
JEJU. Among the works he discussed,
reporters were impressed with the
photograph of tears of the displaced.
After visiting Choi’s exhibition, SMT
went to the JDC Peace Concert, the
finale of the Jeju Forum. The children
choir, Contempodivo, a group that
creates music using only their vocals
without background music, Beatboxer
Mighty, and Zion T performed under
the theme of Jeju Forum.

consecutively during the three-day schedule.
At 1:30 p.m, SMT reporters moved to their
first session. The first session chosen by the
reporters was on the topic of “International
Cooperation on Space - Focusing on the Asia
Pacific Region”. Each session had a translator
who provided simultaneous interpretation,
thereby ensuring that all attendees could
understand the content of the discussion
without difficulty. The session pointed out
that while a number of other nations in the
world viewed space development as highly
important, Korea’s investment in space
exploration is relatively small. Therefore,
during the session, Mr. Mcintosh Garvey,
NASA’s Regional Representative, and
Korean experts discussed plans and means
of promoting cooperation for future space
development in Korea.
On the second day of the Forum, a plenary
session was held, and it included the opening

In response, will North Korea attack Seoul?
If it does, will that lead to a second Korean
War? And where would that war end?” were
the most impressive to the reporters. After
the plenary session, the Jeju Forum held its
opening ceremony. After the opening address
of Won Heeryong, Governor of Jeju, Forum
sessions began in earnest, attracting a lot of
participants.
Jeju Forum came to an end on day three.
SMT took part in the day’s plenary session
titled “Making Cities Resilient: The Role of
Cooperation and Leadership”. Helen Clark,
former Prime Minister of New Zealand,
invited the audience to ask questions.
SMT asked about the future of women’s
universities, but unfortunately, time ran out
and she was unable to respond to the query.
Nevertheless, SMT were really impressed
with her courage and achievement as a
female. After that session, reporters went to

For peace and prosperity
Through the Jeju Forum, SMT
reporters had many experiences. Just
like professional journalists, SMT
could feel the true role of being a
member of the PRESS by taking
pictures and recording happenings at
the Jeju Forum. With the reporting by
journalists, Jeju Forum was a success
with great discussions. Also, it gave
people the chance to view the beauty
of Jeju Island. With each passing
year, the Jeju Forum grows as a
global forum on peace, attracting not
only experts from around the world
but also ordinary people concerned
about world peace. The Jeju Forum is
open to any and all. Sookmyungians,
how about marking your calendar for
the Jeju Forum in 2020?
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UNTIL
YOU’RE
STANDING
ON YOUR
OWN
“Anybody should be able to do what
they want to do according to their
abilities and personalities, and not be
restricted by the nature of their sex.”
For all of us living in the 21st century,
this is what we have come to expect,
but sadly, the world has not yet reached
that ideal. From the 17th to the 18th
century, men were given suffrage, but
women were not, and it took hundreds
of years for women to acquire the right
to vote as a nation. Women around the
world suffered the same mistreatment
throughout modern history, and the
walls and frames are still high and
just as solid even today, just like a
picture stuck in a frame. Despite the
discrimination, women have never
given up and over time, their movement
has grown and changes have been
made. Besides women, other minorities
have also stepped up their fight and are
now standing on their own.

La tresse (2017)
This book details the lives of three women Sumita, Julia, and Sarah, living in three different
countries. India is a nation of a caste system, and Sumita is part of the Dalit caste, the lowest
class. Dalit women clean the excrement of the other castes with their bare hands. In addition,
many women of lower class are frequently exposed to the dangers of rape and violence, and
this book presents these facts plainly. Eventually, Sumita decides to escape her situation, at
the risk of her own life, to make changes to her situation. The next two characters in the novel
are Julia and Sarah. Julia works in a wig factory in Sicily as part of the family business. Later,
her family members force her into an unwanted marriage. Like Sumita, she fights against her
circumstance and the demands of her family who are directing her down a passive life path.
Lastly, Sarah is employed at a large law firm as a management lawyer in Canada, and she is
also a mother of three children. As a career woman, she has endures harsh treatment at work
to avoid the stigma of being a female and not a male in the field. One day, an unexpected
crisis occurs and everything she tried to build up around her crumbles. Then, how will the
three women change the circumstances in their own lives?

Recommendation
The book is a French novel that details the lives of three women from different places all
living in the same period in history. Translated, the title of the book, ‘Tresse’, means “to
tie something together using three parts of a rope or hair like braided hair”. The initial start
and living conditions of the three women differ, but the walls in front of them are similar
in height, regardless of their status in society, their living environment, or their personal
success. Among the three characters, readers will likely feel most empathetic towards Sarah’s
life. In the book, the writer describes Sarah’s life as: “She smashed a wall called the glass
ceiling. She breaks them with all her strength, doing countless extra work hours, spending
the weekends in the office and staying up all night to ready for a pleading.” The author also
writes as a movie director, so readers are able to imagine each chapter in the book as if it were
scene in a movie. In addition, the writer’s expressions are so vividly presented, the reader
will understand its straightforward direct scenarios. Last, the book will remind readers of the
number of countless women today who continue the battle, breaking walls and frames that
surround women, much like Sarah, Sumita, Julia did in the book.

Kim Shin Hyerin / Society Section Editor / smt_shr@sookmyung.ac.kr
Oh Hwang Junhee / Reporter / smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr

They didn't know it was impossible.
So, they did it.
- Writer, Laetitia Colombani
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We don’t want to be lawbreakers, we
want to be law makers.
- Suffragette

Suffragette (2015)
Although men and women are doing the same job at the laundry factory, the men get paid
more because they are considered breadwinners for the family. Women are upset and angry
and they believe the root cause of the problem is suffrage. Women in the film are seen tossing
stones at street shop windows and attend public demonstrations to make their voices heard.
However, the lead character in the film, Mode Watts, does not sympathize with the actions of
the women. She had no sense of issue at hand because she lived well without hardships until
that time. Men voice the opinion that “Women do not have the calmness of temperament
or the balance of mind to exercise judgment in political affairs.” Mode Watts finds herself
unwittingly accepting of those comments, but as the film progresses, something happens
that makes her change her mind. Despite their being a delivery person, a male at the laundry
plant, the boss orders her to run errands by throwing things at her. Although she refuses to do
the errands for personal reasons, male employees, including her boss, laugh at her and ask,
“Have you ever worked?” After watching women’s suffrage campaigns on the media and in
politics with expressions like ‘destruction without ‘cause’ and ‘violence’, she becomes more
aware of the issue and the need to vote. How did they protect their rights as human beings?

Recommendation
One of the reasons why the film received a lot of attention is because it portrays the history
of women in their struggle to gain the right to vote realistically. Even now, many people think
there is no discrimination between men and women like Mode Watts, and these people do not
recognize discrimination when they are the subject of it. In that regard alone it is a meaningful
film. It expresses the change process and the continuous effort by female characters in the
film. At the end of the movie, there is a brief closing that audiences read to know nations
that recognize suffrage. For instance, the UK started in 1928 and Saudi Arabia from 2015.
Saudi Arabia after recognizing the right to vote for women has since much change in four
years. The global world is changing and now there is outcry that “reverse discrimination” is
occurring. However, it is difficult to say to claim this as men and women have yet to attain
equal rights. They are not yet standing in the same positions. This movie shows how little
women’s labor is valued and how women were and are still shunned by society. This reporter
hopes that not only women but also men will watch this film and ponder critically real-world
problems.

OFFICIAL POSTER OF <SUFFRAGETTE>
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GLOBAL REPORT

Dublin, the Turning Point of My Life
Kim Kyunghyun / Guest Reporter / Division of Child Welfare & Studies / wisdom_123@naver.com

Anyone who has studied at university will have, at least once, dreamed of becoming an exchange student because it is a special
experience only given to university students. I also dreamed of becoming an exchange student, so I spent most of my time at
university preparing to participate in an exchange and studying TOEFL. Thanks to my effort, I got accepted to my first-choice
university and studied there as an exchange student. My semester there was extremely meaningful and completely worth the
struggle I endure to go there.
ALL PHOTOS FROM KKH

Emerald color of Ireland
Ireland is an island country near the UK. The
country was ruled by the UK for many years,
so it reminds me of the period when Korea
was under the Japanese Colonial era. Dublin,
the city where I stayed, is the capital of and
biggest city in Ireland, but compared to other
cities in Europe, it is very small. I could
even walk across the city from one end to the
other. Picturing Dublin as an exotic European
city will only lead to disappointment upon
arrival. However, you can meet a lot of kind
people in Dublin who will welcome you
kindly with words like "sweetie" or "honey".
'Galway', term you may have heard in the
lyrics of Ed Sheeran's "Galway Girl", is a
local city in Ireland. Galway is famous for
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its glorious landscape such as the Cliffs of
Moher, and being the city where Harry Potter
is set. Besides Galway, Ireland has lots of
local cities like Belfast and Cork that have
beautiful green landscapes. I was tired of all
the electromagnetic waves in Seoul, so the
emerald color of Ireland was therapeutic
and relaxing. Above all things, Ireland, the
country of Guinness, is heavenly for anyone
who enjoys drinking beer. My home was
10 minutes from a huge Guinness brewery,
which was also a tourist attraction for
visitors to Dublin. The first Guinness I drank
in Dublin was unforgettable. Ireland has as
many pubs as the number of restaurants. You
can easily grab a tasty cool beer anywhere
in Dublin.

Griffith, my second university
I studied at Griffith University, and the
student body was as inviting as the student
body at Sookmyung. Although Sookmyung
has a small campus, the campus at Griffith
is even smaller than that of Sookmyung.
However, both professors and students are
passionate and generous, so I enjoyed my
university life there with them very much.
The biggest surprise at Griffith was that
professors and students are on very friendly
terms, similar to friends. Being familiar
only with the relatively strict school culture
in Korea, honestly, my first impression of
Griffith was stun. On the first day of my
business administration class, I observed
students greet their professors by their name.

Ireland has no honorifics in its English
language so that may be natural, but I
still was shocked. They freely exchanged
opinions during discussions in class and
students openly refuted the professor's
opinions during the class. Through the
discussion, I was able to listen to amazingly
fresh and creative ideas.
Media class that centered on pop culture was
most memorable for me. During the class,
one professor introduced himself as a fan of
Lady Gaga, and students in the class asked
him to sing one of her songs. He took up the
challenge and sung a medley of Lady Gaga's
songs. Students applauded as if they were
attending a concert. He was a male professor

with gray hair, so the fact that he sang was
unimaginable for me. The shock I felt at that
time is still so memorable.
Age, seniority, and school ID number are
of no importance when making friends in
Ireland. In fact, some of my Irish friends were
three or four years younger than myself, and
others, I never found out their age. Thanks to
the precious relationships I made in Ireland, I
enjoyed the semester pleasurably. On Friday
nights, I had fun at an escape café, which
was conducted in English, joined an annual
school party, and held a Korean food party
that included both soju with beer. The day
I left Dublin, I cried so hard because I felt
like I was losing my friends. This experience
as an exchange student in Ireland was a
precious opportunity for me to meet many
lifelong global friends.

Travel anywhere in Europe
No exchange student will remain solely in
the university city. In my case, my grades
from the Griffith university were only P/F
grades, so it was not possible for me to get
credit for them. As a result, I spent more
time playing than studying, and I did a lot
of traveling.
Ireland is the hub of Europe's low-cost
flagship airline, Ryan Air, and it is even more
affordable than Korea's low-cost airlines.
For example, a flight from Dublin to London
costs only 9 euros, which is about 13,000
won, for a one-way ticket. Moreover, with
an ESN card, which is issued to all students
attending European schools, it is possible to
receive a 20% discount on airfares and bring
onboard a 20kg carrier for free. Students with

a European student ID are all eligible for free
admission to all three major art galleries in
Paris, namely The Louvre, Musee D’Orsay,
and Musée de l'Orangerie. With all these
benefits available to me, I relished my time
as a student attending a European university.
I went on a trip whenever I had a break.

Want to be exchange student once
again?
This question is always posted on the bulletin
board of Every Time app to exchange
students. It’s where interested students go
when they are thinking of being an exchange
student. Honestly, the decision to go on an
exchange was not easy. I did it during my
seventh semester when most other students
are busily preparing for a job. Nevertheless,
every time that question is asked to me, I
always answer immediately, “Yes, I would
do it all over again and apply wholeheartedly
for an exchange program. Of course, living
in a foreign land far from Korea wasn't
always exciting. The process of dealing with
certain matters that came up was stressful,
but it also made me become independent.
That aspect alone made me mature and grow
internally. Ireland is a country with people
of various ethnicities and cultures, and that
alone allowed me to broaden my outlook on
the world and hear others’ diverse thoughts.
There are still plenty of nations in the world
I’d like to visit, and I sometimes feel only
living in Korea is somehow boring. I once
dreamed of getting a job in Korea, but now
I dream of a career that will take me out to
the world.
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FORMAL ARTICLE

To Be a Real World Heritage
Ahn Ha Yura / Reporter / smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr

On July 6, the nine historical places of Seowon, Korea namely,
Sosuseowon, Dosanseowon, Byeongsanseowon, Oksanseowon,
and other five places were listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Seowon is a private educational institution established during the
mid-Joseon Dynasty that specialized in the study of Confucianism
and honored its teachers. According to the Cultural Heritage
Administration, Seowon reflects the continuing form of education
and social customs and is evidence of the development and tradition
of Korean Neo-Confucian studies. In addition, Seowon shows the
features that have changed in accordance by the Korean situation,
which is strikingly different from the Seowon of China. Until now,
Korea’s 14 heritages some of which include ‘Haeinsa Temple
Janggyeong Panjeon’, ‘Hwaseong Fortress’, and ‘Jeju Volcanic Island
and Lava Tubes’ are designated the UNESCO World Heritage Sites
which are divided into cultural, natural and composite heritage. Most
of the sites marked as Korean world heritage sites are made of wood.
In Paris, Notre-Dame Cathedral, made mostly of wood, was damaged
severely in a fire. Because fire could also damage sites in Korea, the
necessity of protection and attention to legacies are increasing.
The Cultural Heritage Administration and local administrative bodies
for the heritage sites operate in accordance with World Heritage listing
standards. However, Hwaseong Fortress only has four automatic fire
alarms on it despite being listed as a World Heritage Site. As this
example shows, protection protocols for Korea’s world heritage sites
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remain insufficient both in terms of implementation and long-term
management. Ok Nayoung, professor of the Department of History
& Culture at Sookmyung Women’s University said, “I worked as a
researcher at the time when Sansa was awarded a position on the list of
World Heritage Sites in 2018. In the case of Sansa, its managing body
like the unified management team is still unregistered.” Additionally,
continued public attention is essential for the management of these
heritages. Professor Ok said, “If university students can increase their
understanding of related studies such as history, culture, language,
and management, they will grow as experts in the field, and Korea’s
capabilities in the listing and protection of World Heritage sites could
increase.” Being listed as a World Heritage Site involves having the
values necessary to protect them as they are unique characteristics
of Korea. Protecting sites’ legacy and passing that legacy over to the
future generations is a task given to the present generation.

Noh Hyungsuk, “Nine Korea Seowon Registered as Unesco World Heritage Sites”,
Hankyorae, July 8, 2019
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Downfall of the Stars
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Reporter / smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr

The more famous a person is, the greater they need to be aware of
how they influence others and as such they must be more cautious of
their behavior. In the middle of 2019, the media is shedding light on
the sex scandals of many celebrities that occurred in the first half of
the year. Following sexual abuse allegations against Jung Joonyoung,
other females have gained the confidence to speak out about male
celebrities such as Kim Sungjun and Kang Jihwan. The number of
sexual crimes in the news has risen in 2019 largely due to a change
in people’s perception of sexual crimes. In the past, victims of sexual
crime did not speak out and kept the assault hidden, thinking it was
too shameful to tell others. Especially, because the perpetrator was a
celebrity and in a more authoritative position, the victim would not
mention the crime, fearing the consequences. However, because of
campaign efforts starting in South Korea in 2018 called the Me Too
movement, victims of sex crimes have begun to speak out publically
about the crime rather than hide the assault. Along with the social
movement, criminals are being fully investigated, and many people
joined the With You movement, which helped lessened concealment
of being victimized by a crime. Celebrities, however, though they
are being investigated for controversies involving sexual crimes, are
making comebacks within very short periods.
According to Korean Sexual Violence Relief Center, secondary
damage is defined as a victim suffering mental, social, and economic
disadvantage or psychological distress after experiencing sexual

violence due to the negative reaction from a judicial authority,
medical institution, family, friends, or media. In other words, it
refers to the shifting of blame from the criminal to the victim from
which the victim suffers greater injury. The victims of Kang Jihwan’s
sexual crimes, for which he was charged and arrested for on July
12, continue to suffer secondary damage from uploaded postings on
the Internet. Victims have also been threatened by affiliates of Kang
and pushed to take an out-of-court settlement. They are suffering
secondary damage from rumors that are spreading fast over the
Internet. Their personal information has been revealed, so they are
also receiving threats related to their employment. Victims were not
only violated physically and mentally by the attacker but are being
violated a second time from secondary damage. Moreover, celebrities
relatively unharmed return to their position in the media after a short
absence. Actor Lee Gyeongyeong was sentenced to 10 months in
prison, with 2 years of probation and 160 hours of community service
in 2001 for acts against a minor. However, his return to television on
a SBS drama was notified in 2018. Before that, he was still appearing
in many films and on cable TV. Because of the comebacks of criminal
celebrities, there is a call for a big change in a society where the
victim is criticized and the perpetrator lives honorably.
Kim Eungyeong, “’Yeonyega junggye’ Opens Kang Jihwan Victims’ Original
Message to the Public… Serious Secondary Damage”, MK Sports, July 19, 2019
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MUSE ON

It’s Me, Red Haired Girl.
Who Cares!
Are you a little blue lately or tired of your daily routine? Do you wish to magically whisk yourself away?
Then, borrow the power of a fairy tale. Escape your daily routine or an uncomfortable relationship by
dropping everything and meeting someone new. This person has freckles on her cheeks, skinny legs, and red
hair. Her name is Anne with an ‘e’. Travel to Prince Edward Island with Anne and gain the power to live
energetically in the world again by learning to face and understand yourself. Let’s start down the road now.
Choi Cho Huiryung / Reporter / smt_chr@sookmyung.ac.kr

32 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

ALL PHOTOS BY CHR

Hello, Anne with ‘E’
Anne on the Green Gable is a novel by
Canadian author Lucy Mode Montgomery.
It has been loved by readers for over a
century since its publication. In 2019, the
novel Anne on the Green Gable was reborn
as an exhibition in Seoul with a modern
sense. Through installation art, media
art, music, and paintings, the exhibition
describes Anne’s innocence, personality, and
relationships just as the beautiful scenery
of Prince Edward Island vividly. It offers
visitors an insight into Anne and her world
of romance.
The exhibition <My Name Is Anne With Red
Hair> is being held at Seoul Galleria Forest.
To get to the exhibition, take the Gyeongui
Central Subway Line at the Hyochang Park
Station and transfer at Wangsimni Station to
the Bundang Line. Get off at Seoul Forest
Station. The entire trip will take about 35
minutes. Tickets can be purchased at the
exhibition ticket booth located on the first
basement floor, but purchases made online

on the exhibition website could get you a
discount with the purchase of an ‘early bird
ticket’.

ANNE, let’s be friends
The exhibition has nine themes based on
the original novel. Each chapter made by
several artists can be viewed in various
forms, corresponding to the character in the
novel or Anne’s inner space. There are also
small booths where visitors can experience
firsthand the story of the exhibition, and they
are free-of-charge.
Of the nine exhibition sections, except for the
prologue and the epilogue, sections 1, 2, and
5 are all centered on the characteristics of the
Anne. Section 1 is about her ‘personality’.
Through Anne’s determination to create
uniqueness regarding her name, visitors
learn the value of ‘subjectivity.’ In section
1, visitors are introduced to Anne’s romance
and imagination. There is an explanation
about the colorful clothes and a ’corset’
painted onto a colorful painting of dress
on the wall, which highlights the elegance
imaged by Anne of “lady”. In section 5,
visitors learn about her personal complex,
which is directly opposite of her beautiful
imagination. The red-colored painting in the
room is a bit bizarre, and the sculpture in
this room seems to reflect human suffering.
Moreover, the graffiti scrawled on the wall
shows Anne’s sadness and anger. In this
section, there is an experience booth where
visitors can record their own personal
complex on paper, which gives writers a
chance to reflect on their own problems. The
girl who once confused ideals and reality is
reborn as a proud woman in section 8. This
section looks at ‘feminism’ through its use
of modern music and media art reinterpreted
under Anne. Visitors, especially women,

Title

My Name Is Anne With Red Hair

Exhibition Period

June 2019 ~ October 2019

When

will gain courage and become aware of
their hidden abilities. In sections 4, 6, 7,
and 9, visitors learn more about Anne’s
relationship with her surroundings and her
positive influence. In these sections, the
exhibit makes great use of space. Gilbert
and Anne are recreated in the classroom and
there are photographs of Gilbert and Anne on
the walls. Matthew and Marrilla’s stories are
placed on green curtains and tables. Anne’s
positive energy tells visitors that people
around her will grow and visitors leave with
feelings of affirmation and romance. Finally,
in the epilogue section, along with Anne’s
imaginary friend “Katie Morris,” there is
an experience booth where visitors can look
inside themselves and cheer themselves up.
Inside a cabinet resembling a wardrobe, a
narration of consolation can be heard as
visitors look at themselves in a mirror and
voice words of encouragement to themselves.
The recorded text is heard through a wooden
hole, right next to the experience booth. This
SMT reporter think that visitors will not
only experience the romance and anguish of
Anne’s life but also the story self-reliance
as you walk through the various colorful
sections Through the exhibition.

Ratings :★★★★★
At first, this reporter thought the exhibition
would be more or less a re-creation of the
novel, but <My Name Anne With Red
Hair> was much more than that. It left her
with valuable messages. Throughout the
exhibition, this SMT reporter followed
Anne’s gaze and the small, precious thoughts
this reporter forgets as she carries on in her
busy life. Also, visitors will surely leave with
many memorable photos taken in the cute
photo zones that are scattered throughout the
exhibition.

10:00 ~ 19:00 (Last Admission 18:00)
* Closed every Monday

Admission Fee

15,000 won for University students

Homepage

mynameisanne.modoo.at/
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Autonomous Private High Schools Should Be Abolished
Self-regulated private high schools are schools that self-determine curricula and manage students’ academic progress.
They pursue more diversified and individualistic curriculums. However, there has been discussion of prohibiting the
operation of autonomous private high schools. Some of these schools have been already converted into normal high
school. However, a number of them continue to exist and as such, there still remains some unresolved controversy. SMT
reporters asked two students from Sookmyung Women’s University how they think about the issue.
Oh Hwang Junhee / Reporter / smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr

PRO

CON

This year, 11 out of 24 autonomous private high schools have
been eliminated, sparking a debate about the right to self-govern.
Sangsan High School in North Jeolla Province, is a prestigious
high school, but it did not have to restructure. Several ruling
party lawmakers criticized the measure of the government. Still,
it is clear why such schools should be abolished by examining
their purpose of their establishment. First of all, autonomous
private high schools are schools designed to ensure students’
autonomy in class choice. Their admissions process operates in
much the same way as the college admissions process. Instead
of contributing to the diversification of public education,
which was their original intent, they select only the cream of
the nation through preliminary investigation and educate them
with a curricula that focuses on the entrance exam to college.
The second reason why self-governing high schools should be
abolished is that they infringe on equality in education due to
the high cost of attending the schools. In fact, tuition fees for
autonomous private high schools are 2.5 to 3 times higher than
those of ordinary high schools. Therefore, families who do not
have the financial means to support a child at one of these schools
are deprived of the opportunity to even apply to the schools, and
naturally, their children’s range of high school choices narrows
due to their income level. Last, it can strengthen the ranking
of high school. These schools look at students’ middle school
report cards, and only students with top scores can even consider
applying to specialized high schools. Students who cannot afford
these schools or do not have high enough academic scores must
enter regular high schools. As a result, private education is now
more popular than ever. Students in Korea face harsh competition
from middle school and even from elementary school. Therefore,
autonomous private high schools should be abolished.

LIM YUBI
Department of Political Science & International Relation ’19
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Autonomous private high schools should not be abolished. The
Korean government has eliminated 11 out of the 24 operating
autonomous private high schools located across the country
with its re-designation assessment of autonomous private high
school initiative. The government cited the need for evaluation
on the grounds of curricula that were too KSAT exam focused
to provide a well-diversified high school education. Abolishment
of autonomous private high schools and their restructuring into
more general high schools deprives students of autonomous
educational environment options. At autonomous private high
schools, the admissions process involves looking at students’
middle school grades and interviews. At Sangsan High School,
students are granted enrollment based on an assessment of their
creativity, logic, and math and scientific knowledge, which is
ascertained from in-depth interviews. Students have the freedom
to enroll in specialized schools such as science high schools,
autonomous private high schools, and autonomous public high
schools, where they can experience and enhance their talents
and abilities as well as gain education and academic knowledge
expected of high school students. Therefore, abolition of
autonomous private high schools violates students’ autonomy.
Furthermore, abolition of autonomous private high schools and
restructuring to general high schools without proper measures
has led to constant clashes over how to reduce the academic gap
between students from autonomous private high schools and
those from ordinary high schools. In other words, there will be
more confusion in the curriculum. In addition, the abolition of
autonomous private high schools could create extreme differences
between ordinary high schools in Seoul and those in rural areas,
which have well-established educational learning environments
for the KSAT exams. This difference could then eventually affect
inter-regional education levels and college admissions.

LEE YUJIN
Department of Political Science & International Relation ’19

HEAD TO HEAD

SMT READER

#352_SNS EVENT_WINNER

The June cover of The Sookmyung Times caught
my eye. Noonsong was shown cutting a pink tax.
After entering Sookmyung Women’s University,
I started to recognize society’s hidden problems.
Because I could identify with many types of
discrimination females face in life such as pink
tax, I felt drawn to the 352nd Sookmyung Times.
The article presented a clear definition of pink tax
and criticized its problems, which made me aware
of the need for improvements, especially the rights
of women. I felt the article made readers not only
understand pink tax but also spread the notion
of pink tax so that they could easily recognize
its correlated problems. Besides this article, the
well-developed, critically analyzed, and properly
structured articles published every month in The
Sookmyung Times have helped me broaden my
perspectives. I wait expectantly for the next issue,
and I hope Sookmyungians share articles of The
Sookmyung Times with others.

LEE SUMIN / DIVISION OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION ’19

JIN HAEUN / DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY ’19

• MONTHLY SAYING •
It’s always helpful to learn from your mistakes because then your mistakes seem worthwhile.
-Garry Kent Maschiarelli, US actor, director, writer, and producer

"숙명타임즈를 2배로 즐기는 방법"
Ways to Enjoy The Sookmyung Times

#숙명타임즈 #2019_9월 #353호
@sookmyungtimes
또는 #숙명타임즈

숙명타임즈 표지를
페이스북 태그 또는 인스타그램에
해시태그한다.

Post The Sookmyung Times cover design
on facebook or instagram, and hashtag the
sookmyungtimes

숙명타임즈 기사를 읽고
짧은 후기를 작성한 후,
smtimes@sookmyung.ac.kr

로 보낸다.

After reading The Sookmyung Times, write a postscript
for The Sookmyung Times and send it to
smtimes@sookmyung.ac.kr

9월 20일(금)까지 두 가지 방법 중 한 가지를 선택해서 참여해주세요!
추첨을 통해 소정의 상품을 드립니다.

If you have news tips or ideas, you
can contact us via KakaoTalk.

Choose one among the two ways to participate in this event by September 20 (Friday)!
We will send you a small gift if your entry is chosen.
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CRITICAL VOICE TO CHANGE THE WORLD

