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The Strength
of Sookmyung Times
During summer break, all SMT reporters gather to watch the movie, ‘The Jungle Book’. The
movie is a based on the novel ‘Jungle Book’ by Nobel Prize winner Joseph Rudyard Kipling.
Numerous nations have turned the novel into various movie genres. Unlike most books turned
into movies that received negative reviews, this one was different. The movie caught the eyes
of moviegoers with its advanced computer-generated imagery. The 17.5 million dollars (about
200 billon won) was well utilized to create over 70 species of animals and a believable jungle
on the screen. In addition to the impressive imagery, people were attracted to the movie
because of its star-studded cast and director. It was directed by Jon Favreau and stared Neel
Sethi, Bill Murray, Ben Kingsley, Idris Elba, and Scarlett Johansson.
The movie followed the book’s story. Abandoned after an accident, baby Mowgli is adopted by
a pack of wolves after being found by the wise panther Bagheera. One day, Mowgli becomes
the target of the fierce tiger, Shere Khan who hates humans. Bagheera realizes Mowgli must
return to his own kind in the nearby man-village. On route to the village, Mowgli meets Baloo
the bear. Baloo takes the young Mowgli under his wing and convinces him that living in the
jungle is best for him. One day Mowgli learns that his adopted wolf father has been killed by
Shere Khan. Mowgli faces Shere Khan and uses the elusive and deadly red flower-fire-to end
Shere Khan’s life and secure peace for all in the jungle.
I was deeply moved by the final movie scene. The pack of wolves and Mowgli proudly voice
their life moto “For the strength of the Pack is the Wolf, and the strength of the Wolf is the Pack.”
I have read this direct line in Joseph Rudyard Kipling’s novel before, but it was still powerful
to hear it spoken aloud. After becoming editor-in-chief, I endeavored to be a good leader and
create a better environment for my fellow colleagues, but sadly, I failed. Though one month has
passed, I have yet to escape the weight of my title. I found myself treating my colleagues badly
because I was disappointed in myself. In spite of my poor behavior, all SMT staff never gave up
on me as their leader and followed me. One member even said, “It’s just as I thought. You’ve let
the title go to your head.” I realized the need to follow the slogan of the wolf pack. Therefore, I
have proposed a new The Sookmyung Times’ slogan. Throughout my time as editor-in-chief,
it will be “For the strength of The Sookmyung Times is its members, and the strength of its
member is The Sookmyung Times.” I would like to extend a very sincere appreciation to my all
my colleagues: Culture section editor Jieun, Women section editor Sieun, Hyun-A, Minji, and
Jaeyeon. I promise to do my best for SMT and our readers and spend the rest of my sojourn
at SMT proudly.
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Design Attractively
for the Better World
▐ Kim Kim Hyuna/ Reporter
smt_kha@sm.ac.kr

and satisfied with the school and major. So
for all these reasons, I decided to apply to
university, especially Sookmyung. Because
I focused on fashion design in high school,
I only applied to departments of fashion
design and clothing, but it was my senior
classmates who really urged me to apply
to Sookmyung’s Department of Clothing
and textiles.

▐ Wee Hwang Jaeyeon / Reporter
smt_wjy@sm.ac.kr

Today, there are even plenty of fashion designers who have
become familiar television personalities who appear on TV
regularly recommending the latest fashion. It is important
for designers to stay ahead of everyone else in fashion, and
one such person is doing just that. While at high school, she
won the reality TV show, ‘Scout’. She is now majoring in
fashion to hone her skills and establish her own brand. Her
vision for fashion captures consumers’ tastes as well as the
current fashion trends in society. SMT reporters met up with
Park Juhyeon, undergraduate student in the department of
clothing and textiles.

ALL PHOTOS FROM PJH

Park Ju Hyun
•Winner of KBS ‘SCOUT’
•Former Designer at Hansaedreams
•Student in the Department of Clothing and Textile ‘16

started making my own clothes and
thoroughly enjoyed myself. I made clothes
that fit my aptitude. My middle school
experience made me take fashion design
at high school
Why did you decide to enter
Sookmyung University’s Department
of Clothing and Textiles?

What motivated you to dream of
becoming a designer?
While at middle school, one of my friends
attempted to enter a contest in which
she had to create a pair of shorts using a
sewing machine. Due to personal reasons,
she wasn’t able to participate, so I entered
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the contest as her substitute. In spite of
little time, I did my best to make a pair of
shorts, and it was through the experience
I became interested in clothing. I did my
best, and in the end, I received a prize at
the contest. A long time ago, I was only
interested in wearing fashion, I never
imagined creating it. However, I soon

At first, I’d planned to spend about 3 years
working at a company before entering
university, but my senior classmates
recommended I go to university earlier and
better my technical skills. Also, the head of
the department said it would be possible to
return to work after graduation. Moreover,
a firsthand view of my future classmates
seemed to indicate they were very happy

Has life at university been helpful to
your dream of becoming a designer?
As everyone knows, in high school,
students must take a variety of subjects
like Korean, English, and Math, so I didn’t
have as much time as I would like to have
had to practice and focus on design. Also,
the classes at high school were very
basic. Despite the multitude of design
possibilities, when I worked at a company,
I was confined to children's wear. However,
at university, I am able to tap into women’s
clothing and hanbok. Studying these two
distinct areas, I was able to also expand
my talent into men's wear all on my own.
I am really interested in creating a line of
clothing that suits both women and men,
so studying fashion at university has and
will continue to benefit me on my way to
my dream.
What made you audition for ‘Scout',
and what were some of the projects the
producers asked you to perform?
My high school teacher recommended I
audition, saying it’d be a great experience
for me. At each stage, from the preliminaries

to the finals, I should be interviewed by
the judges. And, during the semi-finals,
I was asked to amend some clothing by
first buying materials from Dongdaemun
Market. With the items, I fashioned a
dress. The dress was put on display at the
theme park, Everland. Sadly, the public did
not seem to like it as much as the judges
had. For the finals, the central theme was
to design clothing for a child to wear on
Children's Day. I decided to use the child
I’d been helping as my muse. I knew he
wanted to be a painter, so I aimed the style
of the clothes for him and his dream.
What do you think is the most important
factor in designing?
I believe the most important factor a
designer must consider is the consumer.
Recalling the contest, I received good
reviews from judges because I made the
clothes with the idea of the child in mind.
The child wanted to become a painter,
but due to her family’s financial situation,
they could not afford to buy her a skirt. I
decided to make a skirt for her. Because
she was only 11, I knew that she’d grow
fast, so I made a Velcroed skirt. She would
be able to wear it for several years. Also,
I added a famous painting inside each of
the Velcroed parts of the skirt so that as
she grew and expanded the size of the
skirt, the paintings would appear. My initial
goal was merely to win the contest, but
my design sketches were not very good.
However, I think since I focused on a child,
judges liked my direction and voted me
the winner. Therefore, I believe that the

consumer is the most important factor in
design.
What is your ultimate goal?
First, to enjoy university life, focus on my
studies, and learn from trying various
activities like volunteering and club
events. Also, I plan to spend a lot of time
buying fabric from Dongdaemoon Market
and making clothes that I will sell every
vacation. Sadly, up till now, I’ve only been
out shopping for materials. I haven’t
been able to create any pieces to sell yet.
Eventually, I want to have my own fashion
line under my own name, so I hope to start
as an intern or parttimer at a famous brand.
From here, I hope to gain more knowledge
about designing and company brands.
Would you please leave some final
words for Sookmyungians?
I would like to recommend Sookmyungians
experience all that they can at university,
especially camp opportunities. I joined
many camps while in high school. People
always ask why I joined so many camps
and contests and about the prizes I’ve
won. However, experience comes from
everywhere. Also, I have lost a lot of
contests as well. I realize, now, that failure
is also an experience and that winning
isn’t everything. All experiences help me to
grown and are beneficial. It is my hope that
Sookmyungians do not fear their dreams,
but rise to challenges and experience lots
of activities.
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Korean Adoptees in the U.S. become
Sookmyungians’ Friends
From July 19th to 21th, a program that allowed Korean adoptees
and their U.S.A. families to visit Korea to experience Korean
culture was held. The program was hosted by Sookmyung society
services team and Sookmyung Institute for Multiculture Studies in
Korea and ‘The New York Albany Rainbow camp’ and ‘Rochester
Heart and Seoul’ outside Korea. Huh Misung, Sookmyung society
services team and head of the program, said “It is hoped that
this program will inspire Korean adoptees to identify themselves
as Korean and enhance relationships between Korea and the
U.S.A.” The program began with a welcome address in the lobby
of Sookmyung Museum on July 19th, and it was attended by 4
Korean adoptees, their families in the U.S, and the Sookmyung
SIWA volunteering club. Together they visited several places
that would help adoptees to experience and understand
Korean culture in Seoul, suburb living in Seoul, and Incheon. Yu
Juhyun, Department of Business Administration ’14, said “Before
participating in this program, I’d already met these adoptees in
the U.S. when I visited there with SIWA, so it was a great chance

▐ Kim Lim Minji / Reporter
smt_kmj@sm.ac.kr

PHOTO BY KMJ

to meet them again, but this time here in Korea. I loved showing
them Korean culture.” Through programs like this one, the gentle
power of Sookmyung is indeed changing the world.

Monkey Camp: The Key to Your Dream
▐ Kim Kim Hyuna / Reporter
smt_kha@sm.ac.kr

The admission office at Sookmyung Women’s University held
‘Monkey Camp’ for first year high school girls concerned about
their dreams at the Council Chamber on the 6th floor of Queen
Sunheon Building from July 20 to 22. The camp name was created
from the Korean word: ‘Mong’ which means dream and ‘Key’ which
is refers to solution. In other words, Monkey Camp is a camp that
helps students discover the key to their dreams. The camp was
composed of six sections: ‘Self Search’, ‘Mongle Mongle’, ‘Back to
the Future’, ‘Course Search’, ‘Mentor Special Lecture’, and ‘Team
Mission’. Each section centers around realizing one’s dream by first
considering one’s bucket list. The sections also provide advice on
career choice and attempts to resolve parental dream intervening
issues. Jo Ara, President of Monkey Camp and student in the
Department of Law ’15, said, “At the end of the camp I hope all
participating high school students come to a more concrete idea
of what it is they would like to do in the future. I hope they realize
what they are good at and what makes them happy so that they
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will enjoy a bright future later”. By participating in Monkey Camp,
students take steps that will help them reach their dreams.

The Future of IT Software
Experience Camp
From Tuesday August 2nd to Wednesday August 3rd,, 2016, the
Admissions Centre and the College of Engineering at Sookmyung
Women’s University joined to host the Future of IT software
Experience Camp. The camp ran from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and was
free to any high school student interested in IT software and
Sookmyung Women’s University. Registration for the program was
done on the school homepage from July 5th to 22nd. About 40
students joined the camp on each of the respective days. Professor
Park Hwajin, Department of Information Technology Engineering,
said, “I was surprised by the amount of interest in the IT industry
and Sookmyung Women’s University we received from high school
students, especially those students living in rural areas.” The camp
was composed of three programs: special lectures, practical
training, and a tour of the 3D printing facilities at Sookmyung
Women’s University. Students sat in on lectures about how to ‘plan
for an IT job in the future’ and ‘technology of the future software
industry.’ The lectures aimed at having students sincerely reflect

▐ Kim Seol Jieun / Culture Section Editor
smt_kje@sm.ac.kr

PHOTO BY KJE

on their wants and nurture their future dreams. Professors had
students take a firsthand role in their learning by creating practical
training sessions like IOT and Arduino computer programming. The
camp also gave students the chance to tour Sookmyung Women’s
University and visit its newly constructed engineering laboratory.
At the end of the program, participating students received a
certificate of completion.

2016 NSLI-Y Korea Program
Completion Ceremony
On August 12th, the closing ceremony for the NSLI-Y Korea program
was held at Gemma Hall from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. It was carried
out in two parts: Closing Remarks and Awards, and a Talent
Show. For 6 weeks, participants learned Korean and experienced
Korean culture. They had the chance to visit several palaces, learn
Taekwondo, and cook Korean traditional food. During the first part
of the ceremony, program manager and cultural affairs officer from
the U.S. Embassy congratulated participants for their passion to
learn Korean, two participating students gave speeches about their
stay in Korea, and several outstanding participants were presented
awards earned during the program. Yves Wienecke, a NSLI-Y
participant student, said, “It was difficult to understand Korean
culture, but I could overcome challenges thanks to the teachers.
It was a good opportunity to experience Korea and learn Korean.”
During the second half of the ceremony, participants showed
their proficiency gained in the Korean language and knowledge
of Korean culture by singing K-POP song, doing a Taekwondo
demonstration, and putting on a fashion show. At the end of each

▐ Wee Hwang Jaeyeon / Reporter
smt_wjy@sm.ac.kr

PHOTO BY WJY

performance, the entire audience applauded enthusiastically.
Juyeon Park, Program manager, said, “Sookmyung Women’s
University proudly offered Korean classes for students for 6 weeks.
The main purpose of this program is to improve Korean ability.” After
the ceremony, participants took pictures with friends, teachers, and
home-stay families. There was a both a feeling of sadness and joy
at having completed the program.
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One Hour:
Enough to Make
One Happy
▐ Kim Kim Hyuna / Reporter
smt_kha@sm.ac.kr

www.google.com

What do you usually do in your free time at school? Do you merely hang out with friends, or study for exams or just
have lunch with classmates? Indeed, these activities may seem profitable especially bonding with friends, but there is
also a better way to spend your spare time at school, which is much more efficient. It’s volunteering at the cafeteria for
just one hour of your day. You will be not only helping other students, but gaining great experience. How can you join
this valuable experience? The Sookmyung Times met Park Hyun A, Vice-president of Ten Spoon to learn how.

What does the name ‘Ten Spoon’ mean? And would you
please describe its main activities.
The name Ten Spoon originates from the four character idiom ‘Sibsi-il-ban’ which means a united effort to help others. In other words,
the name symbolizes our mission of sharing one hour of our lives to
help others in need of a meal. We decided to name our club, ‘Sibsi-il-bab’ since ‘bab’ means meal in Korean. Members believe the
club name to be easy to understand, intuitive, and all-inclusive of the
club’s goals. Hence, we came up with the name Ten Spoon.
What motivated you to establish Ten Spoon?
Ten Spoon came about suddenly. Typically, students eat at the
school cafeteria with friends over a lovely conversation. However,
we noticed that for some students purchasing a meal every day
at school is financially impossible. Some students were even
skipping meals to work part-time just so that they could offset
their financial burdens and continue on with their education. We
established Ten Spoon to raise awareness of the disparity of the
classes at university. A careful look around the school will highlight
our directive. It will only be too clear to see schoolmates not eating.
They need your help.
What do you think is the driving force behind Ten Spoon?
I believe the driving force behind Ten Spoon is the good will
of university students. While some may argue that university
students are selfish and only focus on polishing their resume, I
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firmly believe Ten Spoon breaks down this stereotype and shows
others that university students are willing to volunteer for people
in need during their free time and especially when the place of
volunteer work is nearby their location. Students start to engage in
volunteer work actively upon entering university. Our club now has
members from 22 universities, proving that university students’
goodwill is strong in society.

Comma for Life,
a Journey to find myself

Would you like to leave any final words for Sookmyungians
and other university students?
As an upper grade student, I would like to say that participating
in Ten Spoon will provide you with much more than just volunteer
hours. You will be able to meet various people and engage in
meaningful activities. For instance, you could meet students from
differing majors at your own university as well as meet people at
different universities. In today’s modern society, social networking
is important. Ten Spoon also adds to bringing national society
closer together, so I strongly recommend all university students
consider participating in Ten Spoon during your university days.
Title

Ten Spoon

Type

Non-Profit Organization

Main Activites

A united effort to help others

Scale

Currently students from 22 universities
nationwide participate

Recruitment Info

Two weeks before the end of a semester
until the start of a new semester

Homepage

www.tenspoon.org

www.google.com

▐ Kim Lim Minji / Reporter
smt_kmj@sm.ac.kr

Have you heard the song ‘Journey to Myself’ by Buzz? The lyrics discuss a journey to find and love oneself. People
have fallen in love with the song since its release because it is cheerful and light, in direct contract to these days more
common love songs. The song led this reporter down a path of self-discovery and love. Everyone at one time or
another has imagined turning back the clock or ending the daily routine of a hard life. In fact, many students are now
doing just that by taking a leave of absence from school to do activities outside of schooling like learning a foreign
language and getting ready for employment. They dream of setting out on a journey alone to find meaning to their
life. This dream is now being expressed by ‘Gap-year’
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Gap-year persons.
Difficultes of Having Rest

PHOTO BY KMJ

Rest for Yourself Who Live Hard
Just to enter university, Korean students
study 12 years from elementary to high
school. It is believed that this is the means
of opening the doors of every opportunity
in one’s life. It is common belief that all
students after graduating high school
will go to university. However, nowdays
the number of young people taking a
year off before entering or during their
years at university has increased. They
claim to need the time to figure out what
is best for them. They are being referred
to as the 'Gap-year Generation (Gap
year jok).' 'Gap Year' refers to taking a
year off before entering post-secondary
education. Originally, it was used to depict
high school students who would take
a year off after graduating to do some
personal undertakings like volunteer work
or travel. This trend first started in Britain,
but it quickly spread to the United States
of America and Canada as a temporary
escape from school. In Korea, Gap-year
differs slightly from the intent used in other
nations. It is a year of introspection that
involves volunteer work or travel. Not only
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are students doing it after high school, but
people are ceasing their university studies
or jobs to do it.
At first, Gap-year did not attract much
attention in Korea, but after several wellknown personalities like Malia Obama
and Emma Watson admitted to taking
time off, Koreans started to show interest
in it. Because of tough society living and
the increasing number of entertainers who
admit to having taken time off before fully
pursuing their career, many people have
become aware of the benefits and are
taking a Gap-year. According to Korea Gap
Year, an educational consulting company,
the number of people who participated
in the Gap-year program offered by this
company was 991 in 2013, 1987 in 2014,
and 2559 last year, which represents a 158
percent increase in just 2 years. Among
the participants, 33.7% are university
students and 15.2% are job seekers. It is
believed that the number of people taking
a Gap-year is approximately ten thousand
a year.1⁾ Young people, who have lived
with competition their entire lives are full
of doubt, question the meaning of life and
working, and are easily swayed into being

However, some people believe that the
chance to enjoy a Gap-year is not available
to everyone. They claim it is only enjoyed
by financially stable families. For instance
in the U.S.A, a nation where Gap-year is
firmly established, students go overseas to
volunteer or travel. However, 71% of these
students are financially supported by their
parents.2⁾ In other words, taking a year off
to engage in these types of activities would
not be possible without the help of one’s
parents. In Korea, it is common for young
people to continue living with their parents
until they get a job because they are
unable to financially support themselves.
According to a report by University
Education Lab, in 2015, the educational
costs including tuition is approximately 15
million to 23 million won, and the total cost
of a 4-year education is 81.5 million won.3⁾
Taking into account this fact, it would be
impossible for them to afford to take a leave
of absence for several months. Realistically,
taking a Gap-year is an extravagance.
Anxiety about taking a route untraveled is
another reason people hesitate to take a
Gap-Year. People in their twenties in Korea
are restless and anxious due to the pressure
to get a job, and a great number of them
suffer from obsessive compulsive disorders,
which affects both the body and the
mind.4⁾ Thus, if one is given the opportunity

to have a Gap-year, the person is more
than likely to use it as an opportunity to
come closer to attaining employment. Park
Hyunjin, Department of French Language
and Culture '16, said "I would love to travel
leisurely, but to enter university I had to
study an extra year, so I’m already a year
behind others. I’m afraid, I’ll get lost in the
crowd." Korean society is full of competition
and it doesn’t permit relaxation periods
for its youth. To ease those kinds worries
about taking a Gap-year, good support
and policies are necessary. Many foreign
universities such as Harvard University
recommend students take a year off to enjoy
life before getting down to the challenge of
their chosen major. Other universities in
foreign like Princeton University and North
Carolina University have developed and
implemented independent programs that
allow students to enjoy a year away from
school doing various activities either in
or out of country. These support systems
should be adopted in Korea.
Finding Myself
If people were able to enjoy a Gap-year
without pressure or concern, they would
be able to reflect back on their lives up to
that moment and gain valuable experience.
According to Daehaknaeil, Jo Yejin, who has
travelled extensively, "Traveling all around
the world, the phrase I most frequently use
is "I am so happy." My dream of travelling
around the world has come true. So far,
the most impressive place I’ve been to is
Ganges River in Varanasi, India. I now think
about death as natural after having been
there. I used to be scared of it.”5⁾ Personal
time alone allows one to reflect
on themselves and thinking
deeply about what it is
they want from life.
A Gap-year could

Journey to Myself

www.unive20.com

also increase academic achievement.
While some may argue that academic
achievement lowers after a year away,
others claim based on findings in other
conturies, that the Gap-year has a positive
effect on one’s grades and learning.
According to the Ministry of Education of
New Zealand, the academic achievement
of students who completed a Gap-year is
over 15% higher than students who remain
at school and study straight through
their four years. Also, according to the
American Gap Association, most students
participating in a Gap-year program claim,
"The Gap-year was a great way to figure
out their course in life and had direct
influence on their future careers."6⁾ The
Gap-year provides students with the time
to reflect on their lives as well as relax,
so when they return to school, stressfree, they are able to attain higher grades
and make better choices for their futures.
Besides, the social experiences had during
the Gap-year, students develop budgeting
skills and global society awareness.

It is never easy to carry out one’s choices
in life because each choice has plenty of
ripple effects. Like the phase spoken by
Jean Paul Sartre ‘Life is the C between B
and D’, we make choices in life from birth to
death, and the choice to opt for a Gap-year
is never wrong. However, if you decide to
take a Gap-year, do not use it as a means
of earning money or for powdering up your
resume. This is not the essence of a Gapyear. The choice to stop school or work
will not be easy, but if you sincerely believe
you need a journey alone to find yourself
or your true calling in life, trust yourself and
go for it.

PHOTO BY KMJ

1) Ma Jihye, “”I am sick of competition”...Youth opting for
Leaves of Absence”, Hankyung, June 6, 2016
2) Jo Jihyun, “’Gap Year’ by the President’s Daughter, Born
with a silver spoon in her mouth”, KBS, May 5, 2016
3) Park Minho, “the umemployment rate decline because
of depression, salary desired also decline”, News Tomato,
April 13, 2016
4) Bae Mincheol, “People in their twenties worry about future, many suffer from obsessive compulsive disorders”,
KorMedi, February 6, 2016
5) Kim Hyewon, “Weary people don’t need a short leave
of absence; they need a Gap-year”, Daehaknaeil, June
3rd, 2016
6) Oh Seungju, “The Year that changed my life. Was it excessive?”, News1, April 21th, 2016
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Surge in Direct Overseas Shopping

ALL PHOTOS FROM GOOGLE

Straight Pitch
on Buying
Foreign
Products

▐ Kim Kim Hyuna / Reporter
smt_kha@sm.ac.kr

Kim Hyesoo, Department of Law ‘16 at Sookmyung
Women’s University, struggles to comprehend the English
instructions on her laptop. Still, she makes a genuine effort
to understand. Why is she working at it so intensely? Is
she studying English? No. She is trying to purchase some
overseas products in order to avoid the higher cost she’d
have to pay at a shop in Korea. Leery, yet satisfied at doing
her best, she hopes she’s placed the order correctly.
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Direct overseas shopping is a new
trend in Korea. The Office of Customer
Administration revealed that overseas
purchases in Korea have increased
constantly since the year 2010 and that the
growth rate has nearly doubles each year.1⁾
People buy directly from the country of
origin through the use of internet shopping
malls. While foreign products are available
for purchase in domestically, because
of the huge import tax on the products,
they are sold at excessively high prices.
Consumers are fed up and are now looking
to purchase the products at much cheaper
prices from outside of Korea. In addition,
customers today are looking outside Korea
because of product diversity. Consumers
now have the means to comparison shop
beyond the nation limits and are enjoying
the means to look at product variation.
Because import goods in Korea are
limited, customers are only exposed to
goods imported by domestic companies.
However, shopping online from overseas
sites opens up diversity and accessibility
to all consumers. According to Hyundai
Research Institute's recent report on the
market scale of direct overseas shopping,
it is predicted that the market is expected
to reach 24 billion dollars by the end
of this year and can grow to up to 207

billion dollars by the year 2020.2⁾ Direct
overseas buying has boomed among
university students because of the perks
being offered to them. University students,
shopping online from overseas sites, are
usually given discounts by the website.
For instance, Apple provides its university
customers with free headphones when
they buy Apply products, and equickquick.
com offers a 30% discount to international
university students on delivery charges.3⁾
Direct overseas shopping: A direct hit
Despite the advantages, problems do exist.
First, there is the problem of refunding. A
product that enters Korea is subject to
duty. Buyers need to pay taxes assessed
on the item based on its price. When a
product is sent back overseas to the shop,
the buyer is supposed to be refunded both
the cost of the product and the imposed
tariff. However, if the buyer is unsatisfied
with the products and returns the item,
the buyer may only receive the actual
cost of the item. The tariff paid is almost
nonrefundable. The Protection Law exists
to ensure consumers are reimbursed the
fees paid on customs duty, but consumers
encounter so much red tape that it is
virtually impossible to get the money back.
Moon Chaewon, Department of Business
Administration '16 said "Direct overseas

purchasing has increased, but information
regarding refunding, specifically customs
traffic reimbursement is so complicated
that consumer end of bearing the brunt
of tax charges."4⁾ To successfully receive
a custom tax refund, consumers must fill
out numerous documents and submit
them to the Korea Customs Service.
Individuals, however, are not permitted
to apply directly for a customs refund.
They must go through a customs broker.
Hence, the cost of applying for a refund
may equate directly to the actual tax
amount one seeks. Also, when making
purchases online, the item may be on
‘Back Order’. In other words, the shop does
not have any more in stock. The consumer
is asked to wait and once the item is
restocked by the shop, the order will be
sent to the customer. This may not seem
problematic, but a review of data found
that overseas purchasers flood the site
with lots of questions and concerns about
back orders. In reality, customers making
direct overseas purchases miss the 'back
order' caution due to the language barrier.
Also, overseas shopping sites tend to only
reveal the item to be backed order once
the transaction is complete. In the end,
consumers must accept the situation
and blindly wait for their ordered item to
arrive. This then results in lower customer
satisfaction because they are unable to
receive the order on the expected date of
arrival.
Lastly, direct overseas purchasing can
have a negative effect on both domestic
distribution and society. Currently, the
percentage of direct overseas purchasing
is 0.11% of private consumption in Korea.
In 2012, it grew about 0.16%, and in 2013
it grew gradually until it reached 0.2%
in 2014.4⁾ As the increasing rate of direct
overseas purchasing shows, consumers
are spending Korean won outside of the
nation, which if it is continuous to increase
could cause distribution enterprises such
as department stores and shopping malls
can go through the process of profit margin
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reduction. The problem is not limited
to corporations. It will affect the Korean
economy as well since net capital outflow
increases. For domestic enterprises, direct
overseas purchase will start a new rivalry
that could see amendments to current
policies and prices.
To Avoid the Direct Hit
To resolve issues occurring as a result
of direct overseas purchasing, there first
needs to be an easier means of attaining
a tariff refund. The Korea Customs Service
should reduce the complex procedure
of attaining a customs tax refund and
provide clear information for consumers
unfamiliar with how to go about applying
for it. The Korea Customs Service should
also establish a 'United Portal System
to Reassure People'. According to the
Korea Customs Service, the agency
is creating a 'Nation Design Team' of
individual specialists who will found a
direct overseas purchasing portal site to
aid consumers.5⁾ Through the portal site,
the Korea Customs Service says it will
provide details on duties and tariffs and
how to apply for a customs tax refund so
that consumer become better information
than before.
To address the issue of back order, the
homepage manager of direct overseas
online malls show more sincerity when
selling to international people. Also,
customers should not wait blindly for their
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purchased items, but frequently check
on the delivery status of their order. If
their item has not been delivered within
a week of the promised expected date of
delivery, customers should call the foreign
companies and enquiry about the status
of their order. Moreover, since the use of
overseas online websites has increased,
the Korean government should provide
mediatory service to deal with problems
arising from overseas purchases. If a
consumer has been unable to resolve a
purchase problem such as back ordered
products despite various means, they

COVER STORY

should call the local victim counseling
center ‘1372 Consumer Guidance Center’.
The Center helps consumers actively to
resolve purchasing issues.
Lastly, in order for domestic distribution
enterprises to resist the negative effect
of direct overseas shopping, they need
to open direct overseas online malls to
capture the outside world. 'Hallyu' or the
Korean wave is still booming all over
the world. People outside of Korea are
interested in Korean products and Korea.
Korean corporations should establish
online malls that sell to people outside
of Korea to increase sales and profits
because the demand for everything
Korean is clear. Kim Jong Bak, author of
'Internet Shopping Malls; Contend for
Victory by Direct Overseas Purchasing'
suggests that online shopping malls that
allow purchasing by overseas customers
is the way of the future. This could be
great for university students. Since an
online shopping mall is easy to set up,
the number of online malls has increased
14.3% compared to last year.6⁾ University
students have the ability to create their

own malls, alleviating some students' job
hunting difficulties.
A Safe Playing Field
As the world grows smaller with globaliza
-tion, trade between nations increases.
Consumers want other nation products at
the best price available, so direct overseas
purchasing has started to flourish. Han
Gyeonpyo, director of Korea Consumer
Agency, said, "Our agency recognizes

the changing consumption environment
and is acting quickly to ease our citizens'
concerns and block any infringement
of consumption rights and interests
of the people in order to ensure a safe
consumption environment for all." The
Sookmyung Times hopes that consumers
will soon be able to enjoy worry-free direct
overseas purchases in the upcoming
days.

1) Lee Jin, “Will direct overseas shopping exceed 2 trillion
won this year?”, IT Chosun, June 21, 2014
2) Kim Sanghun, “Hyundai, “15 billion dollars spent on direct overseas purchases last year could grow to up to
207 billion dollars by the end of 2020””, Seoul Economics,
November 15, 2015
3) “Americ’sa ‘Back to school season’ offers ‘student discount’ targeting university students”, Kyunghyang News,
July 21, 2016
4) Yu Minju, “Increase in direct overseas purchases could
affect Korean economy negatively”, Special Economy,
October 16, 2014
5) 
Pi Yongik, “Inconveniences of direct overseas shopping…back order.. Korea Customs Service will settle it”,
E-daily News, March 30, 2016
6) 
Kim Sooyeon, “Next year’s projected retail business
growth slows to 2.4% …internet shopping malls predicted to have high growth”, Digital Times, December 1, 2014
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The Newly Renovated
Science Building
at Sookmyung ;
The building represents the first step for women scientists at Sookmyung Women’s University who will surely lead Korean scientific
development.
▐ Park Kang Sieun / Women Section Editor
smt_sieun@sm.ac.kr
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both buyers and the market. So, I’d have
to say, advertising is not what most people
think. My title is manager of marking
and planning, but I’m really in charge of
online content creation. Over the years,
I have designed a lot of image and video
content for SNS. Also, I have made several
videos that have gone viral. These videos
demonstrate Chungjungone devotion to
creating great tasty food that is healthy. A
simple online search will introduce you to
many of those videos on Youtube.
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Ji Hayoung
•Graduate of Kookmin University, 08
•Manager of Online Marketing at Daesang
Chungjungone.
PHOTO FROM JHY

▶ Upcycling kit
▶ He is progressing the Cooking Class.
PHOTO FROM JHY

▐ Park Kang Sieun / Women Section Edition
smt_sieun@sm.ac.kr

Surfing the internet or SNS, it’s easy to find content created by big business. But, what is it that people really want to
read? Like others, you likely look for information that is useful but presented in a manner that is fun to read. Creating
material that is both fun and beneficial requires great talent. Ji Hayoung, an online content creator, has just such talents.
As manager of marketing, he has created materials for Chungjungone, a Korean food brand. This reporter had the
opportunity to meet up with Mr. Ji to learn about life as a marketing planner.

Why did you decide to become a
marketing planner, specializing in
advertising, and how were you able
to reach your status as Manager of
Marketing?
I didn’t know what I wanted to do in high
school. However, after watching some TV
adverts, I realized television and online
advert creation was the field for me.
Thus, I applied to Kookmin University’s
advertising department in my 3rd grade of
high school. Soon after I graduated from
university, I started to work for a small
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advertising agency, and then eventually,
I moved here to where I am now. I have
been with Daesang Chungjungone now
as manager of marketing for a while. After
working with head of online marketing
at Daesang Chungjungone through the
small advertising agency I was with, I
was scouted by the Head for my ability
in creating advertisements. Because
we had developed a good working
relationship over time, the Head told
me that Chungjungone was looking for
a new recruit. I applied and got the job.
However, my promotion to manager didn’t

happen overnight. I spend several years
working at Daesang Chungjungone. I am
very thankful.
Many people think advertising is an
exciting field to work in. What do you
typically do?
Applying to University, I honestly believed
I’d be director of advertising as soon as I
graduated. However, learning about the
advertising industry, I quickly realized that
would not happen. I learned how to craft
an advertisement and how to analyze

from not only women but also men in their
twenties because today a large number of
males are interested in cooking. Moreover,
we are currently offering cooking classes
at a food workshop that operates out of
Ewha Women’s University. During the
cooking class, we provide participants with
numerous tips, especially for university
students living alone away from home.

These days, young people in their
twenties have great influence on
advertising as they are the main target
audience of most companies. Thus,
many advertising corporations are
offering short-term positions at their
companies. Is Daesang Chungjungone
also doing this?
Yes, Daesang Chungjungone is also working
closely with young adults. These days, my
team works closely with our department’s
support team, Chungjungone Friends. After
Chungjungone Friends try the food boxes
made by Chungjungone, they promote
the brand on SNS and other online sites.
First, because we consider stay-at-home
mothers our main target audience, our
pilot test subjects are stay-at-home moms.
However, we are now targeting young
people in their twenties as they are the
ones who use online services more than
any other age grouping. Thus, we made
Chungjunone Friends, our 20’s support
team. We also expanded our support team

www.google.com

What was the most challenging
thing you encountered working at an
advertising agency?
As a new recruit at the small advertising
agency, one day I was chosen to be a
presenter in front of a possible client. I
was perplexed because I was a newbie
at the company. I didn’t quite know what
I was doing. I am not sure what made my
manager at the time ask me, the newbie
still learning the ropes, to be the agency’s
representative and present in front of a
corporation that could lead to a crucial
contract. I was stressed beyond belief
by the task and pushed my way through
numerous challenges to prepare for the
presentation. I had many a sleepless
nights trying to come up with an attentiongetter for the presentation and well as
thinking about I would successfully secure
the contract. In fact, because I was so
nervous, I barely recall how the actual
presentation went. The only thing I know
is that I didn’t make any huge mistakes and
that the experience somehow boosted my
confidence. The presentation gave me the

courage to speak in front of people. It was
a great challenge.
What is the most impressive event or
work-related task you’ve ever been a
part of in advertising?
The first thing that pops to mind is an
event orchestrated by my department
at Dasang Chngjungone. I designed
very powerful content material for our
upcycling campaign. The company started
the progressive campaign last year and
through it, society learns how to use
empty containers. For instance, a jam
jar could be used as a small light bulb to
decorate a table, and an empty spaghetti
sauce jar could be used to store shampoo.
Our division began to distribute small gift
boxes that contained a jam jar, a spaghetti
sauce jar, bulb and little condolence
flowers to decorate the empty bottles. Our
department also created a video that went
viral for the upcycling campaign.
The
campaign promoted economically friendly
awareness and left consumers with the
impression that Chungjungone is not only
seeking profits, but sincerely cares about
nature and people.
At university, what kind of activities
helped you prepare for your life in
advertising?
As an undergraduate student, my friends
and I participated in lots of contests. These
were the probably my biggest helpers,
even today, when I design online content.
I joined many contests like the one held by
Cheil, but I didn’t win any of them. It’s kind
of funny when I think about it. Still, being a
participant was beneficial as I got to utilize
the many theories learned in classes and
make actual advert content. On retrospect,
those contests were indirect experiences
showing me what the real advertising
world would be like. I highly recommend all
university students participate in as many
contests as possible during their school
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vacations. They are great opportunities to
utilize theory learned in class and create
actual work. And, who knows, if you are
lucky, you might even win.
What is the key to making online
content?
The most important thing to keep in mind
is the content message, be it one or two,
when creating online content. With the
massive overload of information on SNS,
many people ignore the content message.
To handle information overload, when
designing online material, I try to use
content that the public will not forget. I have
our team focus clearly on the message we
want the public to remember. Because
there are so many personalities and desired
directions, we often clash, but in the end,
we stick with the message and design
content that fits our direction. In the end,
we come to a unanimous decision on
project direction, and the clashes help set
up clearer standards.
Designing fresh online content cannot
be easy. How do you come up with
the ideas used to create your online
material?
Yes, that is absolutely true. It is very difficult
to design fresh content that will stand
above all others. Without a bit of fun or
uniqueness, people would soon forget
the content and the content will lose its
purpose. For content to be good, designers
must look at other unique content and
learn and go from there. I recently saw a
video by Heineken, a popular beer brand,
that has gone viral, and I think it’s brilliant.
In the video, men are seen attending an
orchestra performance with their partners,
but on that day, the men really wanted to
go to a football game. Once the men
are seated in the theater, an
enormous screen appears and
broadcasts the football game.
The men are hysteric. Heineken
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attempted to show how its product excites
people. This viral video altered the brand’s
image and presented its message in a
fresh new way. From videos like Heineken,
I started to consider other ways to create
online content.

www.google.com

These days, advertisements discussing
misogyny have increased. What do you
think of this trend?
Misogynistic
advertisements
haven’t
increased. Rather, society is now
recognizing misogyny as a problem. I think
it is wonderful that people are now taking
notice of the problem. Advertisers have
jumped on board and are using misogyny
in their adverts as a way of standing out
from regular forms of advertising. However,
these adverts don’t focus on essence, but
instantaneous stimulation. This is something
that is not desirable. Our team has also
looked at the issue and considered it when
we made the new innovative advert for the
sweet potato snack, Chew, which uses Lee
Gukjoo, a famous comedian, and Lee Hanui, a famous actress, in the advertisement.
We didn’t want any misunderstandings by
women, so we took great care in the design
and creation process. Misogynistic views
must always be avoided when content
is created, so our team analyzes its work
to make sure there are no
misogynistic

ideas.
Could you please leave a few words for
Sookmyungians as life mentors?
As a fellow advertising specialist, I would
like to leave this minor but very important
message for Sookmyungians. Please don’t
have employment as your goal in life.
Constant thought of getting a job will only
lead to stress and hardships. Life now. Your
life in university has to be your goal. This
will lead to a more fruitful and happy life.
Also, you will soon realize that what you
are doing now will have great benefit in
the long run. One more thing, it is my hope
that you feel driven by even the littlest of
things. I read books often, and in one book,
the author explains how even the littlest of
things can drive a person forward in life. In
advertising, the tiniest of habits are of great
help to people in the industry. Besides this,
I would like to say, have passion about the
little things in life because it will make you
feel thanks about even small thing. They
can make your life more complete.

“While writing articles, I learnt about the meaning of being honest and the
importance of keeping to the strict code of journalism ethics, which every
journalist pledges to keep.” These words were spoken by Reporter Jeon
Heejin, former managing editor of The Sookmyung Times. Every month,
reporters create a magazine edition with Sookmyungians in mind. Not only
does The Sookmyung Times focus on our readership, the other presses at
Sookmyung try daily to deliver the news that is relevant to Sookmyungians as
fast as possible. The Sookmyung Times investigated the press at Sookmyung.

▐ Kim Seol Jieun / Culture Section Editor
smt_kje@sm.ac.kr
▐ Kim Lim Minji / Reporter
smt_kmj@sm.ac.kr
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The Press of Sookmyung,
by Sookmyung, for Sookmyung

The Symbol of Sookmyung: Press
Press coverage at Sookmyung over
the years has changed.
Beginning
with Sookdaesinbo, the first press at
Sookmyung published on October 25,
1955, Sookmyung has seen a number of
other press types flourish on campus.
Sookmyung Broadcasting System (SBS)
started in 1967, and The Sookmyung
Times published its first edition in 1974.

With completely different objectives,
each has grown and matured yearly by
changing its look and format. For example,
Sookdaesinbo went from a vertical writing
format to a horizontal look in 1988 after 20
years of following the same presentation.
Also, in 2014, Sookmyung lost its English
news broadcasting (Headline), the first of
its kind in Universities. Presently, in 2016,
Sookmyung has 5 remaining news outlets:
Sookdaesinbo, Sookmyung Times, SBS,

PHOTO BY SMT
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SM-net, and Sookmyung communicator.
The Sookmyung Times is the only Englishbased news coverage magazine on campus
and it is published monthly. In order to
publish one edition of The Sookmyung
Times, reporters devote an entire month to
the magazine. At the end of each month,
reporters gather at The Sookmyung Times
office with ideas that are timely and proper,
and the entire staff decides next month’s
topics. For example, for this edition, The
Sookmyung Times meet at the end of
July. Editor-in-chief then distributes article
ideas to reporters and they have roughly
1.5 weeks to complete a first draft of an
article. Once the draft is complete, it goes
under a revision process that can last up to
3 resubmissions. Grammar and awkward
wordings are corrected and edited out
by the copy editor. It is only after all this
process that the magazine edition in near
finalization. Reporters must also check the
cover design and every article again. Once
this final check is done, The Sookmyung
Times is distributed about the campus.

head of each medium, namely Sookmyung
Broadcasting System (SBS), Sookmyung
News (Sookdaesinbo), and Sookmyung
Communicator (Sookmyung Tongsinwon).
SBS produces radio and video broadcasts
such as IPTV and the festival of
broadcasting. Unique to this club is that all
members participate in making videos as
VJs. Therefore, all members learn about the
whole broadcasting process. It is known
that members have endured hardships to
produce good quality shows due to low
ratings and the failure to recruit casts.
However, the keep their heads up, and the
advantage of SBS is that it is responsible
for promoting and covering all main events
at Sookmyung. Members are proud to be
the university’s representative press. The
head of this media has promised to make
programs more active and of better quality
in semesters to come. She asks sincerely
for Sookmyungian’s interest and love.
Sookdaesinbo is the main newspaper on
campus, and it has been in print for 61
years. Members spend their weeks during
school seeking and reporting on campus
news. They meet every Monday, and
spend hours evaluating their articles in
terms of structure and style at times until
10 p.m. The newspaper covers hot topics
and events on campus. Before publication,
articles are reviewed by upper year club
members continuously throughout the
week end Friday. The head of this press

Story of Sookmyung Press
Sookmyung’s various press media have
always tried to provide relevant news to
Sookmyungians through. Broadly, the
various types can be broken down into
3 mediums: video, paper, and online. To
learn more about the press at Sookmyung,
The Sookmyung Times interviewed the
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said members say the most difficult aspect
to being part of the club is to write articles
and prepare for courses at the same time.
Some have given up other activities for
this reason. Unique to the newspaper is its
section on women. The newspaper claims
to be the ears of not only women’s voices,
but also of the sexual minorities and
disable persons on campus. Sookmyung
News plans to better connect with its
readers by establishing CardNews and a
Facebook page.
Sookmyung Tongsinwon is responsible for
relaying online news. Specifically, it covers
university events, alumni interviews, and
creates Facebook content. As part of the
university’s promotional team, it works
closely with the team to promote the
school. Surprisingly, it has about 5,000
followers on its Facebook page, which is
easily accessible. Because there are few
club members, work is flexible unlike the
atmosphere at other campus press offices.
The head of the team said all members
respect other’s ideas and opinions. Also,
to provide information on the Sookmyung
Women’s University homepage, members
often interview alumni, which allow
club members to gain outside the box
thinking from success stories, not just for
themselves but for all Sookmyungians.
Opinions of Sookmyung Press

PHOTO BY SOOKDAESINBO

From July 20th to 24th, The Sookmyung

Times surveyed students’ recognition of
press at school. 140 students took part
in the survey. 94.3% of students claimed
to know about Sookdaesinbo and 89.3%
were familiar with The Sookmyung Times
and SBS. Only 51.4% said that they’d heard
about SM-net, and a mere 22.1% said they
had heard of Sookmyung Tongsinwon.
Most students said the merit of the various
press on campus is that they provide
beneficial content on school activities
like dance lessons, school programs,
and interviews with people of interest.
Participants also said they appreciated
reporters’ passion for reporting school
news. One respondent, who wished to
remain anonymous, said, “Every press at
Sookmyung is timely and reliable. They
always keep their promises to us the
readers.” The other comment expressed by
students was that they enjoyed the fact that
Sookmyung Women’s University provides
students with various press media. They
voiced satisfaction with Sookdaesinbo,

a Korean-based newspaper, and The
Sookmyung Times, the English-based
magazine. Students also said that SBS,
SM-net, and Sookmyung Tongsinwon
enable them to access information via
video and online.
When asked how often do you read
information from various press media on
campus, 33.6% said, ‘I never use them’
and 31.4% said, ‘I read them once or twice
a semester.’ In short, findings suggest
use of the press on campus is low. Some
students even claimed that they had no
idea what the purpose was for each of
the types of press or that the campus
press should better promote themselves

on campus.” Students also said that even
though the press may be providing quality
material and information, the media types
were not influencing the school due to
their low accessibility. In order to offset
these issues, the various media press on

it can be solved.” This is his advice to
young academic journalists who dream
of one day becoming real professional
journalists. The press at Sookmyung have
always striven to seek out problems and
inefficiencies both on and off campus and

campus have vowed to put forth a stronger
promotional campaign. All press forms
believe this will make their content more
accessible to students and will spark article
writing collaboration among the various
press platforms. The various press forms
will also work together to create events in
which students will be able to participate in
online on the school homepage using SNS.

posed the problems by reporting them.
The Sookmyung Times’ SMTRACING
reporter also takes on a hug responsible
for this role. The reporter not only reports
on problems that need to be noticed by the
public, it leaves the reader with the desire
to act. The reporter does not propose
any solutions, but writes so that readers
sense the need to act. Solutions only come
when people act together for the greater
good. The Sookmyung Times promises
to keep its bond with Sookmyungians by
continuously being aware of issues on
campus, and then, reporting on the issues
critically.

Promise to Sookmyungians
Son Seokhee, a journalist in Korea, said
“Being critical, you can recognize a
problem. Once a problem is recognized,
it can be addressed. After it is addressed,
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ALL PHOTOS BY OSM

Special Way to
Escape the Summer Heat

ALL PHOTOS BY OSM

▐ Oh Lee Sumin / Editor-in-Chief
smt_ohsumin@sm.ac.kr

This summer vacation, all Korean citizens, including Reporter Sumin, received a text message from the Ministry of
Public Safety and Security that said there was an extreme heat warning for the day. The text message came for several
days in a row. Even before reading the text message, the reporter had already felt the extreme heat. Because of the
weather, she longed for the beach and to go swimming. However, as a university student, she didn’t have the money or
means to get to the beach. Therefore, she surfed the internet for some place to go that would wash away the summer heat.
Restricted by public transportation, it took some time to find, but eventually she came upon the ‘Seoul Bamdokkaebi
Night Market’.

Where Can We Beat the Heat?
An internet search lead the reporter to the
article 'The tropical night will continue right
through the weekend. How about visiting
a night festival?' The article introduced
readers to night festivals all over the
nationwide. SMT reporter became even
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more determined to find such a festival in
Seoul. Her investigation revealed 3 such
festivals in Seoul, all accessible on public
transportation: the ‘Seoul Bamdokkaebi
Night Market’ at Yeouido Hangang Park,
Mokdong, and Dongdaemun Design
Plaza, the ‘Hoegaarden Summer Garden’
at Gwangjin-gu, and the ‘Hangang Blanket

Film Festival’ also at Yeouido Hangang
Park. Among the possibilities, she opted to
visit the 'Seoul Bamdokkaebi Night Market'
because its name stood out in her mind.
Dokkaebi is a familiar creature to Koreans
and does not harm humans. The creature
is known to enjoy dancing, singing and
playing, and it also performs stunts and
tricks by waving a magic club. She looked
for reviews of the festival and found many
positive blogger reviews. All blogs she read
highly recommended visiting the festival at
least once. It was hosted at three different
locations, she had to make a choice of
where to go. She chose to go to the one
at Yeouido Hangang Park mostly so that
she could also deep her feet into the water
there. After carefully examining all the
information, she contacted her friend and
invited her along on the adventure.
What Does the Festival Offer Visitors?
The next day, the two set out from the
station near her home at 5 o’clock in the
afternoon. Although the hottest part of the
day had passed, as usual it was still hot
outside. Gratefully, the subway was cooled
by the air-conditioning. After a lovely onehour chat with her friend, someone she
hadn’t seen in a while, on the subway train,
they arrived at their destination. Excitedly
they left the subway station, but right after
getting above ground, the hot and humid
air and women handing out leaflets turned
the excitement into distress. After a brief

period of dismay, the reporter started to
relax amid the soothing river breeze and
beautiful night view of Han River. There
were crowds of people lined up in front of
the numerous food trucks that lined the
river as well as plenty of street venders. In
total there were 42 food trucks serving up
diverse dishes from all around the world
and 70 street venders selling handmade
products that reflected the personal touch
of each artist. In addition to food, there
were abundances of accessories, leather
crafts, artwork pieces, glass work, and so
on. Before strolling around the vendors,
the reporter and her friend decided to eat
since the time was now 6o' clock and they
found themselves hungry. The first dish
they tried was steak. It was surprising
to eat steak from a food truck on Han
River for she thought the dish could only
be eaten at a restaurant. Because so
many others shared her same thought,
she spent an hour in line waiting to buy
her steak meal. Despite the heat and the
exhaustion of waiting in queues, she was
able to enjoy pizza and fried shrimp with
special sauce after the steak. After filling
their bellies, the two wandered about the
area, taking in all the sights and sounds
of the street vendors. She soon came to
envy the younger children as they jumped
and splashed in the artificial canal without
a care in the world. Unable to control her
envy, she and her friend decided to dip
their feet into the water over a cold beer.
The heat of the summer night seemed

to fade away. As they sat there taking in
the coolness of the event, they were soon
attracted by the sound of a guitar off in the
distance. They got up and found buskers
and entertaining performances occurring
all over the area.
Ready to Go
After just one visit, like so many bloggers
she’d read online, this SMT reporter
highly recommends a visit to the festival.
Though the trip back home was hot and
exhausting, it was much more fun than
remaining at home. She spent a great time
by the river, soaking up the cool breeze, ate
delicious food, saw great performances,
and bought new earrings. The sweltering
heat of summer has now passed and
autumn is upon us, but the ‘Seoul
Bamdokkaebi Night Market’ will continue
to until October. It’s operating every Friday
and Saturday from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. at
Yeouido Hangang Park, Mokdong
Stadium, and Dongdaemun Design
Plaza. More information can be
attained from the website http://
www.bamdokkaebi.org/.
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Hot Spots for People
in Their Twenties

Q2

▐ Park Kang Sieun / Women Section Editor
smt_sieun@sm.ac.kr

Do you go to those places you mentioned? What do you typically do there?

Christina

I like going to Kreuziertel with my 30-year-old brother. We usually go to eat pasta or steak. My friends and I
also enjoy cocktails, sitting outside a pub that plays live music in summer. The buildings in Kreuziertel are very
classical and different from the buildings in Dortmund. Big trees light up the sky magically from the miniature
bulbs adorning them. It is a magical place.

Wang,
Hsuai-Chine

We usually eat something. One of the most popular dishes on the Island is dried deer meat, but of course, since
it is an island, there is plenty of tasty seafood, traditional dried fish, and traditional sweets wrapped in green laver
or made with green laver. By diving under the water, people see the beautiful coral reefs surrounding the island.
The world famous rare Zhaori Saltwater hot spring is located on the south side of the island. Many people enjoy
barbecue parties on the beach under the beautiful and peaceful starry night sky.

Jiang

I like to eat delicious food in there. The most popular food there is hot-pot. Actually, it’s popular everywhere in
Chongqing. It’s kind of like Budaejigae (부대찌개) in Korea because like Budaejigae, a number of ingredients are
tossed into the pot. The difference is the ingredients. Chongqing locals love spicy food, so the hot-pot typically
will have dozens of red chilies in it as well as other condiments like black pepper and salt. Once the soup base is
ready, the chewable ingredients are tossed into the broth. It is a delicious spicy dish. I really miss it suddenly. The
best thing is to enjoy the hot-pot meal with friends in an open-air restaurant.

▐ Kim Lim Minji / Reporter
smt_kmj@sm.ac.kr

When a foreigner in Korea asks you to recommend
somewhere to go, what do you say? Likely places
like Sinchon and Hongdae come to mind because
of the food, busking, artwork, and night activities
like clubs. However, those places are frequented
by all kinds of people, not just people who live in
the area. They are popular with visitors seeking
great eateries and places to hang out. Have you
ever wondered what university students do in
other countries? The Sookmyung Times met three
foreign students and asked them about popular
places for students in their home nations.

Q1

Interviewees
Christina Föllmann (Germany)
German Language and Culture /
Exchange Student
Germany

Wang,Hsuai-Chine (Taiwan)
Taiwan

Juerong Jiang (China)
Politics Science / Exchange Student
China

Where would young twenty year olds go in your home country?

Christina

Division of Chinese Language
& Literature / Exchange Student

확인해보니 볼드처리는 되어있지 않았습니다
pdf상의 문제였던 것 같습니다

I guess Kreuzviertel in Dortmund and Düsseldorf are the most popular spots for people in their twenties.
Kreuzviertel is located near downtown and the near the university, so it’s well liked by students. It’s location is
the main reason Kreuzviertel is so popular, but it also has lots of cafés and restaurants, especially for vegans.
You will always find many people at those restaurants. Düsseldorf is near the Rhein River, so it’s a great spot for
enjoying a beer with friends in summer. Many young people can be found hanging out there. Düsseldorf also
has a huge Asian community. Many Germans, especially younger ones in their twenties, are interested in Asian
culture having grown up near the Asian community. They enjoy Japanese animations such as Dragon Ball and
Pokemon. In Düsseldorf, people can find Asian food and animation costumes.

Wang,
Hsuai-Chine

I would have to say Green Island, located to the east of Taiwan. Most people board a ship from Taitung to get
to Green Island. It is popular among young people in Taiwan because from the age of 18, everyone is permitted
to obtain a motorcycle license. It just takes 30-40 minutes to reach Green Island on a rented motorcycle. There
students enjoy the fresh breeze along the beach and the Island’s beautiful scenery. Because it is far from the main
island, young people get a taste of freedom on the island. Especially at night, it’s always an adventure, biking
around the land on motorcycle.

Jiang

One popular hangout place in Chongqing is Nanbin Road. The road is located just along the Yangtze River. The
river plays host to beautiful scenery and tasty restaurants, so it’s popular with people in their twenties. I often go
on bicycle rides there with my friends. Sometimes, I just walk along the road to refresh myself. Sometimes, I enjoy
sitting in a coffee shop and reading as I look out onto the beautiful river view from the café’s big French windows.
With the wonderful night from the river and the blowing breeze, I also enjoy eating at one of the tasty restaurants
with my friends.
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Would you recommend another specific restaurant, café, or place to visit?

Christina

If you are headed to Kreuziertel, I recommend Allegro; it is the restaurant/pub my brother and I frequently go.
The pasta there is delicious! I love cake, so I would also recommend Kieztörtchen and Froilein Meier. Both create
awesome desserts. You should go one day. The most interesting thing about Kreuziertel is the number of bars.
During the night of culture, which happen every 2-3 months, there are lots of events and concerts put on by
young upcoming bands from our region, and we can also get free club admission. Every Saturday morning, an art
market opens. Artisans come to sell their wares. You can get some fabulous bags and accessories.

Wang,
Hsuai-Chine

Kenting located at the south end of Taiwan is the place I would recommend. Kenting is famous for having the
most beautiful beach in Taiwan and hosting the biggest musical festival in the country; it’s called “Spring Scream”.
Young people like to go there because they can enjoy the event and scream their hearts out at the once a year
spring music festival. The festival focuses on local singers and bands, but several famous foreign musicians come
to perform as well. In short, everybody can perform there as well.

Jiang

Another popular place for young people is Jiefangbei area. It’s the city of Chongqing’s ultra-dense, urbanized
downtown and central business district. It is centered around a large pedestrian mall that hosts a monument
landmark tower (Jiefangbei) and that is surrounded by tall skyscrapers. Despite the congested shopping area,
Chaotianmen Wharf, the confluence of Jialing and Yangtze rivers, is within walking distance. There’s also a snack
street where people can eat lots of Chongqing snacks like noodles, tofu and Chongqing style BBQ.
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Everlasting
Memory of
China
▐ Kim Kyungmin / Guest Reporter
(Division of Culture and Tourism ‘13)
tyb03@naver.com

ALL PHOTOS FROM KKM

One day I pondered why I was leading a life full of struggle. I dreamed of seeing the world. How could I better
learn firsthand a culture outside of Korea. It was then I decided to apply for Sookmyung Women’s University
exchange student program. Just the thought of it excited me: living overseas, learning a foreign language, having
new experiences! And, I was not wrong. I had an unforgettable time, perhaps the best time of my life. My one
year in China has affected everything I do. I not only learned the Chinese language and got familiar with
Chinese culture, I also became more confident in everything I do.

Heaven Above, Suzhou and Hangzhou
Below
The Chinese saying, ‘Heaven above,
Suzhou and Hangzhou below‘ is very
similar to the expression ‘heaven on Earth’.
My days in China were really heavenlike. As an exchange student, I lived in
Hangzhou, China. Hangzhou is the capital
and most populous city of Zhejiang
Province in East China. Hangzhou is
renowned for its historic relics and natural
beauty. Hangzhou Normal University is
a comprehensive university specializing
in teacher training and professional
development. The university consists of
18 schools and offers 49 undergraduate
majors. I attended Chinese language
classes. After class, I would hang out with
friends, go to the movies, or listen to music.
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I was able to learn Chinese throughout
daily life.
Life on campus was splendid. There are
various kinds of club activities for students
including singing and dancing. Among
them, I joined an exhibition planning club.
Besides the multitude of club activities,
there are also several events held on
campus. In addition to the welcoming
party for foreign students, there is a
cooking contest, a Chinese traditional song
festival, and a sports day. In November,
the ‘Zhejiang Provincial International
Student Talent Show’ was held. It was a
contest for foreign students in Zhejiang
Province. Every university prepared their
foreign students for a performance. I was
selected to represent our school. Our team
decided to dance at the contest. It was a
great chance to interact with all the various

international students on campus.

spacious, and its people are various. It is
ridiculous to generalize all people in China.
China is the world’s most populous state,
and the fourth-largest state by total area.
China’s landscape is vast and diverse,
ranging from forest steps and deserts
to subtropical forests. I traveled a lot of
these areas. Travel is the best way to
understand the Chinese, and it is a great
way to improve one’s spoken Chinese.
I planned and adapted each of my trips
alone in China. That process gave me selfconfidence. I traveled as often as I could. I
was able to travel to 18 cities in just a year.
There are plenty of places to visit in China.
China officially recognizes 56 distinct
ethnic groups, and there are as many as
292 living languages in China. I met a

Elusive China
There is prejudice against China. Some
people say China has poor public
security and others say the Chinese are
ill-mannered. Being careful anywhere
is important, but the risk of danger was
not that serious in China. China is very

lot of people, including a friend from the
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region. She
told me about Xinjiang culture and taught
me Xinjiang language, too. The culture
of Xinjiang is far different from Han, the
largest ethnic group in China. I soon felt the
cultural diversity of China. As I mentioned
earlier, it is impossible to define China in
a word.
China is known as ‘The World’s Factory’.
‘Made in China’ products are everywhere.
Besides its manufacturing industry, China’s
Information technology industry is also
quickly becoming a world frontrunner
as is its internet technology. Globally,
the smartphone has become part of life.
Many people enjoy internet shopping
and use their smartphones make online
payments. However, China has a unique
internet censorship system that blocks
internet users within Mainland China from
accessing material deemed undesirable
such as foreign news sites and sites
with dissident political content. Internet
censorship in China is quite extreme due
to its numerous laws and administrative
regulations. Because of this, Chinese
companies such as Baidu, Tencent, and
Alibaba are popular with its citizens.

A Final Word
There are many Korean students in China,
but if you go there, I recommend spending
time with and getting to know Chinese
students and students from other countries.
In my case, I met students majoring in
Korean language once a week. We had a
language exchange gathering, which really
helped me to perfect my Chinese language
skills. It’s definitely worth spending time
with locals when you go abroad.
Every country has traditional festivals and
special events. I attended the Hangzhou
International Forum, the China International
Cartoon & Animation Festival, and the
Shanghai International Film Festival. They
were great experiences. Attending these
activities is a good way to understand
foreign culture.
Studying abroad can be both a trying yet
enjoyable experience, but it is, in my opinion,
the best way to learn a foreign language
and its culture. After careful consideration,
I applied for the exchange program, and I
have no regrets. Before going, I was not good
at Chinese, but after a year of hard studies
and being active in China, I improved greatly.
Going overseas is worth it.

Country

China

University

Hangzhou Normal University

Program

Exchange Student

Qualification

HSK level 4, Overall GPA 3.0/4.3

Recruitment

3rd recruitment

Requirement

Applicants must complete at least one semester at Sookmyung before applying

여백이 많아 표를 3단에서 2단으로
줄이는 것은 어떨까요?
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▐ Oh Lee Sumin / Editor-in-Chief
smt_ohsumin@sm.ac.kr

PCA Rejects China's Expansive
South China Sea Claims
Part of the Pacific Ocean, the South China Sea is a marginal
sea encompassing an area stretching from the Singapore
and Malacca Straits to the Strait of Taiwan, roughly 3,500,000
square kilometers. It is surrounded by six countries, namely
China, Philippines, Taiwan, Vietnam, Brunei, and Malaysia. The
area is important as 60 percent of the world's shipping sails
through its waters and it is believed to hold roughly 280 to 300
billion tons of oil and 7,500 square kilometers of gas reserves
under its waters. Because of its economic and geographic
benefits, the six countries that surround the South China
Sea all claim sovereignty and are constantly in dispute over
the body of water. China has gathered substantial historical
reasons for its right to the area and has even constructed an
artificial island on the South China Sea. Because of China's
actions, the Philippines have sought legal actions since
2013 by bringing territorial issues to the Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA). Recently on July 12, 2016, the court finally
came to conclusion after 3.5 years. The Court agreed with all

THADD Deployment in Korea

of the Philippines’
15 claims. In other
words, the PCA
denounced China’s
right to ownership of
the area as well as
its constructions of
an artificial island on
the water. After the
PCA announcement,
the United States
has
strongly
www.google.com
recommended China
follow the PCA’s decision, and the US has also deployed
an aircraft carrier to the South China Sea. In response, the
Chinese government has ordered its troops to be put on
special alert. The heightened tension between the United
States and China is a concern for all nations in the area.

Pokemon Go All Over the World
Pokemon Go, the newest mobile game from Nintendo has
caught the attention of people all over the world. The game
was developed by Google-incubated start-up company Niantic
Labs and funded by Nintendo and the Pokemon Company.
It is an augmented reality smartphone game in which users
catch and collect 3D monsters that appear randomly in the
real world when their smartphone’s project an image of the
creature. While Pokemon Go is currently not available from
Korea’s Google Play or Apple App Store, local gamers are
able to download the app through foreign accounts. However,
when Korean users log on, they encounter a message saying
a GPS signal cannot be found. Pokemon Go’s GPS is based on
Google Maps, but the Korean government has never provided
detailed maps to the American company because of concerns
about information leakage, especially the location of military
base locations. The South is technically still at war with North
Korea, so the government does not want to release full map
disclosure. Despite the obstacles, Pokemon Go users in Korea
are able to enjoy the game in certain areas of the nation, in
particular Gangwon province including Yangyang County, Inje
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▐ Wee Hwang Jaeyeon / Cub reporter
smt_wjy@sm.ac.kr

THAAD is an acronym for Terminal High Altitude Area Defense,
the American system for defense against missiles. The system
detects enemy missiles through the radar and then destroys
them using defense missiles. THAAD was developed to bring
down ballistic missiles before they reach their targets. THADD
has two modes: end and forward. From the end mode, THAAD
is able to detect missiles in the range of 600km to 1,000km
and this mode focuses strongly on detecting enemy ballistic
missiles. When used in the forward mode, the maximum
detectable rage is 2,000km. This mode centers on detecting
aircrafts. THADD in Korea will use end mode. On July 13th
2016, the KOREA-US joint working group announced that
THAAD would operate out of Seongsanpo, Seongju-gun,
Gyeongsangbuk-do. Seongju-gun was chosen for reason that
hugely advantageous for defending. Residents in Seongjugun opposed THAAD deployment, worried about the harmful
effects from the electromagnetic waves from the THAAD radar,
and others voiced objection with reasons such as 'Interference
of USA', 'Deteriorating relationships with marginal states', and

www.google.com

'Instigating a war'. Contrary to these opinions, people who
agree with the deployment of THAAD say it will 'Improve the
defense system for national security', 'Reinforce the Korea-US
alliance', and 'Prevent North Korea attempts'. Foreignly, China
denounced the deployment of THAAD in Korea because the
radar is able to probe China’s Shandong Peninsula.

Korean Minimum Wage Rises in 2017

www.google.com

County, Goseong County and the city of Sokcho. With the
inclusion of Sokcho, seat reservations on express buses leaving
from Seoul’s East Bus Terminal have soared abruptly. Some
buses were even completely sold out. On the downside, the
Pokemon Go craze is causing serious accidents in other parts
of the world. For example, in Guatemala, one teenager was shot
dead by a house owner when the teen was seen trespassing
on the owner’s land. He had climbed over the surrounding
wall in order to capture virtuous creatures. Therefore, for the
safety of gamers, other additional consideration and attention
are needed.

At the moment, minimum wage is 6,030 won per hour, but
from 2017 it will increase by 7.3% to 6,470 won. Some are
arguing that this 7% is still too small to match the cost of
living in Korea and that the percentage should equate to the
economy situation. The opposition party has already said that
the minimum wage proposed for 2017 fall shorts of the rate
of increase that was given for 2016 and that it will only lead
to increased polarization and exclusive growth. According to
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in 2014, with the standard
at 100, the US stood at 76.97 and Canada at 89.61. However,
Korea was at 91.41, which is a high price index. Moreover, in
2014, the minimum wage per an hour in the US was 8,200
won and Canada at 8,900 won. In other words, given that the
CPI of Korea is relatively high, the minimum wage in Korea is
exceptionally low. The Citizens Coalition of Economic Justice
claimed that minimum wage should be increased to at least
10,000 won per hour in order to overcome business depression
and offset the growth slowdown that the Korean economy has
faced. The Institution demanded an increase to minimum wage

www.google.com

on July 12th at the Central Government Complex. The ruling
party, however, said increases to minimum wage should be
done gradually because of inflation and the financial problems
that small businesses would suffer if such a drastic increase
were declared. With both sides arguing about minimum wage,
there seems like no compromise is likely in the near future
between the ruling party and the opposition party.
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A Man Who Loves

Art, Family, and the Nation
PHOTO BY KJE

▐ Kim Seol Jieun / Culture Section Editor
smt_kje@sm.ac.kr

PHOTO BY KJE

▶ The family who go on a long journey

1916-1956, Travel to the Past
Lee JungSeop (1916 to 1956) lived through
two wars in Korea. He studied art in
Japan during the Japanese colonial era,
and after Korea was liberated from Japan,
he returned home. However, soon after
his return, another war broke out on the
peninsula, and he suffered a hard life in
Busan and on Jeju Island. Although he was
poor, he lived a happy life with a wife and
two sons, which is the basis of the art piece
featured in this article. Another influence
on his work is the inclusion of a bull. The
bull was his way of symbolizing nationalism
during war. To express humanity’s pain
and identity, he drew dynamic and various
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Turn for a moment to the picture on the left. Just as the sun
rises, a family starts off on a long journey. The mother and her
two sons take wheel that is pulled by a yellow bull. The father
pulls the bull. The two sons play with a bird and appear not
to have a care in world. Flowers adorn the image, making the
work more cheery. Looking at the artwork, people will sense
happiness and peace and recognize how much the artist loves
art, family, and the nation. The title of this piece is <The Family
who Pass Away>, and the artist is Lee JungSeop.

bull images. He was an honest artist who
expressed himself frankly. It is widely
known that he suffered from mental illness
due to his poor financial situation and living
separated from his family.
This exhibition marks the 100th anniversary
of the birth of Lee JungSeop. Visitors
enjoy a trip back in time as the JungSeop
Museum is located inside the ancient
Deoksu Palace. The palace creates an
environment that makes Lee JungSeop’s
artworks more magificient.
The museum is located near to Sookmyung
Women’s university. Using the Namyeong
line, one only rides the subway until City
Hall station. It will take only 20 minutes.
The exhibition will run until 3 October, so

there is plenty of time to arrange a visit.
Additionally, while admissions is 7, 000
won, if you are under 24 years old with
valid id, there is a discount of 1,000 won.
Moreover, if tickets are purchased online,
there is also a discount of 1,000 won.
Unfortunately, visitors are not permitted to

▶ White bull

www.google.com

take pictures in the museum, so it is a good
idea to bring along a notebook and pen to
record information.
ㅈㅜㅇㅅㅓㅂ’s Art, his Family and love for
the Nation
All artists have created their own
personalized
signature,
and
Lee
JungSeops’ is ㅈㅜㅇㅅㅓㅂ. His work
enables people to get a taste of life during
his era. The gallery also features his poetry,
which is filled with words like <bull> and
remains which he used. Since explantions
are provided below each painting, visitors
are able to understand his work easily. The
exhibition is presented in chronological
order, so visitors can see the growth in Lee
JungSeop’s life gradually.
In first gallery room, there are pieces
from Pyeongwon, Pyeongyang, Jeongju,
Tokyo, and Wosan (1916-1950), Seogwipo
and Busan (1950-1953), and his postcard
paintings. Because his family fed to Busan
in 1950 to take refuge from the war, many
of his works have been lost. Also, most of
his postcard paintings were for his wife,
who he had meet studying abroad in
Japan. After graduating from univeristy,
he continued to paint postcard for his
wife. These postcards were his way of
expressing his love. He didn‘t write letters,
but used his drawings to show his love. His
postcards were not done in pale colors like
other postcards, but were bright and full of

▶ Tinfoil painting
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passion.
In the second gallery room, vistors
meet Tongyeong (1953-1954) and tinfoil
paintings. Tinfoil painting was a new
art form that Lee JungSeop developed.
Because he was poor, he had to look for
alternative material and spaces on which
to create work. He used the tinfoil paper
from imported cigarettes to express his
artistic vision. As with his other work, most
of the images on his tinfoil paintings were
his sons, his wife, and a bull.
The third section of the exhibit centers on
Seoul (1954-1955) and his letter paintings.
One of the most interesting works in this
section is <The letter for his two sons and
wife>. In this letter, he paints himself and
his family who smile happily. In the letter
he writes, "I really miss and love you. I can’t
wait to see you again. Please wait for my
return." From his letter, it is clear that Lee
JungSeop was a gentle father and husband.
The final gallery room looks at Daegu (1955)
and Jeongneung (1956). It is believed that
during this period in his life, Lee suffered
greatly from a mental illness and anoxia, so
he spent most of his time in hospital. <The
river that does not flow backward> is his
final piece. He passed away in 1956.
100 Years Myth, Lee JungSeop
People who first learn about Lee see him
as a romantist and patriot. His love of art,
family, and the nation is clearly shown in his

▶ The letter for his two sons and wife
www.google.com

work. Even under adversity due to poverty
and war, he continued with his passion
for art using tinfoil as his outlet. Also, no
matter how far he was away from his sons
and wife, he continued to use them as
muse for his work and sent them continous
letters of love. Although he underwent hard
times later in life, he continued to express
images of independence through the use
of bull imagery. 100 years have passed but
people continue to appreciate his love of
art, family, and the nation. To join in the
appreciation of pure passion, visit the Lee
JungSeop Museum.

PHOTO BY KJE

Seoul, Junggu-gu, Sejong•PLACE

daero 99, Deoksugung
Museum

•EXHIBITION
PERIOD

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. ( Closed
Every Monday )

•ADMISSION
FEE

7,000 won

•HOMEPAGE

http://www.jungseob.com/
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Debate Topic
Course registration should operate on the first-come-first-served basis.

What Do You Think about Last Month’s Articles?
Oh Jieun / Department of Mathematics’ 14

▐ Wee Hwang Jaeyeon / Reporter
smt_wjy@sm.ac.kr
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From August 9th students will know their timetables for the next semester. Are you satisfied with your choices and times?
While some may feel happy with their schedules, a great number of students want changes made. A number of students
have said they want a first-come-first-served method of course enrollment. Course registration at Sookmyung Women’s
University follows a specific order; it starts with one’s school year, followed by one’s course completions, and then by one’s
academic grades. Which is better? SMT reporter asked two students to share their thoughts on the issue.

COVERSTORY
The Apple of my Eyes can be the Seed of Ruin
FOCUS ON
110th Anniversary of Sookmyung Women’s University’s
Foundation

Jeon Heejin / Division of Economics' 13
The COVERSTORY article was impressive. I enjoyed its detailed coverage of date crimes. Last year, I took
a class on gender equality and women’s rights. The class opened my eyes to how discriminatory some
people in Korean society are towards women, and it made me really look at misogyny. The reporter who
wrote the COVERSTORY article acknowledged that the underlying reason for date crime is misogyny, and
it is deeply rooted in society. I completely agree with the reporter. The article made me feel both sadness
and anger that even in the 21st century, women are still denied the basic right to live safely. I think a course
on feminism should be mandatory for everyone in Korea as it would help eliminate the problem. I hope
everyone realizes that discrimination against women does not only affect women, but the rights of men and
children. It breaks down basic human rights.

Con
Chang Yeryung
Division of Business Administration ‘16
yeryung.chang@hotmail.com

Pro

I support the first-come-first-served policy when it comes to course
enrollment. The first-come-first-served method would give more
students a fairer chance of enrolling in a course that has limited
capacity due to the large student body and the limited number of
classrooms and faculty. Today, most universities suffer financially.
Schools lack the number of professors required to maintain their
departments and the facilities to host the multitude of courses in
demand. Despite the upset, schools are forced to open huge lectures
to meet demands. Universities are now becoming bias towards the
academic elite by allowing them to select their courses before others
of lower academic standards. As a result, only the top academic
students are able to attain the type of university education they
want. Others are left to pick from the leftovers. The first-come-firstserved manner of course enrollment would be representative of
contemporary competitive society. The competition would eliminate
a focus on performance and results. It would allow an individual
to succeed based on effort and desire. University is the final stage
before one enters the real world. Students should get familiar
with competition and stress. Schools should encourage course
enrollment competition as it will better prepare students for what lies
outside university walls. The first-come-first-served policy will ensure
all students are giwven fair opportunity to choose course they wish
to enroll in, regardless of school year and academic performance.
Lecture enrollment according to academic performance overlooks

원고량이 많아 넘칩니다
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SMT Photo Contest

Kim Jungeun
Department of Statistics ’16
wo80525@naver.com

At Sookmyung Women's University, students enroll in courses
based on school year, previously completed school hours, and
academic standing. The system allows students to register
for courses leisurely. The burden and stress of registration are
lessened. Many universities operate course enrollment according
to the policy of first-come-first-served, but students at those school
suffer greatly each enrollment period. They must wake early to beat
the rush or sit for hours in a PC room with high-speed connectivity
to ensure they get the courses they want. More often than not, they
fail to create the timetable they want because courses become
full and should rethink their timetables and courses. However, at
Sookmyung Women’s University, there is a set hierarchy for course
enrollment, so even if students are unable to enroll in course they
want, they only need make minor adjustments to their intended
timetables. In other words, students are able to make good use
of the tuition they pay. Some complain that only the academic
elite are able to benefit from Sookmyung Women’s University’s
enrollment policy, but the first-come-first-served method would be
even more unfair. Enrollment would only be determined by order
of application. Enrollment criteria should be various. Enrollment
criteria at Sookmyung Women's University include much more
than academic standings. It takes into consideration school year
and previously completed school hours, so students are given
more opportunities to enroll in courses that better match their

the potential of many students. Therefore, schools should utilize the
first-come-first-served policy for course registration. Removing bias
in class enrollment guarantees equality.

FEATURE
No Other Direction for Youth

Reading The Sookmyung Times is one of the small joys of my university life. I was quite impressed by the
article WE.R.IN in the June edition. Indeed, a great number of students are learning Chinese, and some students are even taking time from their vacations to study it in order to pass the HSK test. The article clearly
addresses both the good and bad aspects of the debate topic. I enjoy The Sookmyung Times since it gives
everyone the chance to enjoy reading in English, regardless of their proficiency level. I am excited to see
what new topics will be tackled in the next month’s publication.

Oh Hannah / Department of French Langaue & Culture '16
I went on a solo journey to Busan at the beginning of August. To be honest,I rarely enjoy travelling. However, after listening to Taeyeon's new song 'Why', I felt confident that like the lyrics of 'Why', if I were to just
up and left on a trip I would feel great, so I bought a ticket to her concert in Busan. I booked a hotel for my
trip with three goals in mind. First, I wanted to create some memories of my life in my twenties. Second, I
hoped to come to some deep realization about my life, and last, I wanted to hear the song performed live
by Taeyeon, one of my favorite singers. Luckily, I reached all of my goals. Moreover, I learnt that residents
of Busan are kind. Whenever I stopped to ask a question of someone, the person answered willingly and
comprehensively unlike the usual blank stares or rude snubs I frequently get. In Busan I found that people
always had a smile on their face. They gave me directions readily and one person even helped me more
my bags to the station. Thanks to everyone I met in Busan, I had a pleasant and happy trip.

이름

숙명타임즈를 읽고 나서…
(이 달의 좋았던 기사, 커버이야기 등)

영문 이름
학과
학년 / 학번
PHONE
E-MAIL

aptitudes. Students should study harder if they wish to be placed
higher on the ladder of course enrollment.

숙명타임즈 후기를 작성하신 분은 9월 20일까지 smtimes@sm.ac.kr로 보내주세요. 추첨을 통해 상품권을 드립니다.
기사 아이템, 사진, 의견 등 숙명타임즈에 전하고 싶은 내용은 언제든 smtimes@sm.ac.kr로 보내주세요.
After writing a postscript for the Sookmyung Times, send it to smtimes@sm.ac.kr by September 20th.
We will send you a small gift if your entry is chosen. Also, you can send ideas and opinions about articles or other topics, anytime via smtimes@sm.ac.kr.
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