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Recruiting New SMT
The Sookmyung Times is recruiting 88th cub
reporters. We seek first year Sookmyungians
passionate about journalism and publishing
English magazine. Interested Sookmyungians,
please fill out an application on SnoWe and
send it to smtimes@sookmyung.ac.kr
The application deadline is April 5 at 6 p.m,
and interviews will be held on April 6 at 5 p.m.
Sookmyungians, SMT waits for you.
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LETTER

Everything Changes
After a long cold winter, spring reminds us that a new semester has started. By now
a quarter of the 2020 has passed. Last year, I experienced many new beginnings, but
the most important was my joining a proud group of others at Sookmyung. During
College Day for the Department of Economics & Business Administration, the first
school event I attended as a Sookmyungian after being accepted to Sookmyung, I
learned about various aspects of school such as class registration from upper year
classmates. At College Day I knew nothing, not even the difference between Core
Electives and Required Electives. Moreover, the amount of information on that day
was overwhelming like details on leadership groups and clubs. To be honest, College
Day left me fearing university more than being excited for it. The new information
and my new circumstances frightened me, so when March finally arrived and the
first semester of my university life began, I suffered greatly from anxiety. I couldn't
get used to anything. I had no friends. I had no family nearby. One time, when I got
lost looking for Gemma Hall, I wanted to pack it all in and call it quit. However, a
small voice in my head said, "It's all just because I'm a newcomer. I'll feel better once
I get used to the routine and life here." Within a month, the Core Electives and the
Required Electives no longer hounded me and the way to Gemma Hall became all too
familiar. In addition, campus life such as work with The Sookmyung Times and living
at Sookmyung Residence Hall started to become second nature. Just like that little
voice had once said, I am doing so well.
For all of you who feel the start of something as unfamiliar and awkward, I wish to
say, "Do not avoid fear." Suffering through my fear last year was energy-consuming,
but once I faced that fear, I got used to all things and they became familiar. Time
will bring familiarity. This year I begin with a new 'start' as Editor-in-Chief of The
Sookmyung Times. It's much more demanding than working as a reporter and my
responsibility has doubled. Nevertheless, I do not fear this start as I did the start of
university life on College Day. I know that the awkwardness will soon disappear, and
I am confident I'll succeed well. To anyone fearing the 'start' of something, remember
"Things begin once we start!"
Kim Lee Hyunmin / Editor-in-Chief / smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr
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Would You Be
?
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Icon of
You
and I
Parents dread hearing several
questions from their children, and
some of them include: "Where do
babies come from?", "Why do I look
different from my brother?", "Why
is my body changing?" Many parents
fail to directly respond to them even
though they know the answer. They
feel embarrassed about specifically
explaining it. Sex education remains
a difficult topic for most parents.
The social venture enterprise
YOUNiiCON does research on
effective sex education. SMT met
the CEO of YOUNiiCON to find out
what the company does to help both
parents and children to discuss topics
related to sex education.

Oh Hwang Junhee / Society Section Editor / smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kwak Lee Shinyoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lsy@sookmyung.ac.kr
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Before the interview, please introduce
yourself and tell us more about
YOUNiiCON and the reason you
founded the company.
I am the chief executive officer for the social
venture YOUNiiCON, a sex-education play
development center. Now, we are specialized
in training, curriculum, and product content.
I started this venture a little over a year ago.
We established YOUNiiCON to address
children's gender hate speech and gender
conflicts. Gender-related problems occur
more frequently and are serious among
adults, but we believed education should
start at an early age. This is why we teach
children, parents, and educators how to
provide sex education lessons appropriate to
a child at an age of development. In addition,
our company provides education programs
as a way of sharing knowledge about the
human body as well as on sexuality.

The name YOUNiiCON is unique.
What does it mean?
YOUNiiCON comes from "You and I" and
"Icon", and it means that we become our
own icons. After naming our company, a
controversy arose as it sounded like 'unicorn',
which contains the meaning of misogyny.
However, we chose it because of its color.
Children like the colors of a unicorn. When
you look at YOUNiiCON's logo, you will
see pink and blue, which is the color of
a unicorn. Because we were centered on
training children to live in a society without
discrimination among the sexes, we decided
to keep going with the name YOUNiiCON.

You majored in Korean Language
& Literature. What made you
start working in this field and open
YOUNiiCON?
I once dreamt of becoming a Korean
language teacher, so my major at university

neglect towards gender sensitivity. Gender
sensitivity differs from typical thoughts
regarding sex education, and there are a
lot of parents who do not even know what
gender sensitivity is and why it is necessary.
The role of parents is very important in sex
education, so I must continuously deliberate
on ways that will make parents feel the
necessity of gender sensitivity.

How do you overcome adversity?
was to prepare me for that future, but I soon
realized that I was more interested in creating
education materials rather than being a
teacher. Prof.Choi, my Korean literature
professor at the time, then said, "Do not feel
our major leads you in only one direction.
There are many things you can do. Literature
is the foundation of everything, so do what
your heart wants." Then, during my teaching
practicum year at school, I saw a handwritten poster that a fellow Sookmyungian
had posted. It said, "I expect the gender
conflict to only worsen in the future." This
made me realize the need for sex education.
Each of those events led me down this path. I
joined a startup camp, and produced contents
under the theme "sex education". Once my
business started to grow, I knew my direction
in life, and I'm still developing my ideas and
contents even now.

What experiences at university
helped with operating your business
both in the past and now?
As I have already said, Professor Choi's class
had the most influenced on my career path.
The professor always said to go for what we
wanted in life, share our opinions, and to
never sulk or hide from negative feedback.
He also told students to always consider that
output comes from input, so I read a lot of
books and worked hard. Thanks to his words
and my effort, I never step away from negative
feedback, and I never give up. Being a
member of 'THE SOOKMYUNG WEEKLY'
also had a huge influence. At the time, we
were the only group that has women-focused
article section at Sookmyung. Also, women's
issues were often the topic of conversation
among students on campus. That is why I
became highly interested in women's issues,
and this helps me operating my business both
in the past and now.

What were your initial goals or
plans when you first started the
corporation?
At the beginning, I just wanted people to see
our creations. I wanted university students
to be aware of gender and sex education.
However, after a survey, and going to the
site at the camp, we soon found that children
needed to be educated first. I came up with
the idea of training children, but a number of

our team members were not sure and too busy
with other commitments. I knew that there
was no suitable sex education for children,
so I set out to prove we had the expertise
to provide that training. The company
organized more lectures and actively spread
the word that we existed. Then, I started to
further develop our strengths and expertise
with more advanced curriculum programs by
asking for feedback from parents.

What has been the most rewarding
part about operating your own
business?
We recently interviewed children who
participated in a YOUNiiCON program.
We heard various comments from young
participants including first-graders like,
"There's no such thing as 'girlish' or
'boyish'." and "Girls can run and boys can
cry." I felt a sense of accomplishment from
these educational outcomes. Also, travelling
on business for professional development
and knowledge about sex education, we
have the opportunity to meet various people
from various social sectors. They often
encourage me with words such as, "You will
struggle, but hold tight. What you are doing
is necessary and valuable for our society." I
am energized hearing those sentiments.

What has been the most difficult part
of running your own business?

Whenever I run into hard times, I look for
suggestions from a book. However, some told
me that I need to think how I can solve those
adversities in business, not only studying
literally through books. I realized reading
a book is not a perfect solution to solve the
problem. Another way is to talk with other
young entrepreneurs or set up discussions
with my company members, which also
function as time to build emotional bonds.
Whenever I talk with others, I am empowered
to overcome my adversities as I feel reliable
people next to me.

Last, please leave a final word for
Sookmyungians.
I majored in Korean Language & Literature
and even completed my teaching training
course. I thought I would enter this
profession, but my life turned out differently.
Nevertheless, all of my past experiences
have led me to this career. I would like to say
to fellow Sookmyungians, do whatever your
heart wants and what you are truly interested
in because everything will help with your
future. Also, remember that there will always
be people standing near to cheer you on. Last,
being a female career person will be tough,
and being a female entrepreneur will be
even tougher. You might face someone who
underestimate your leadership and ability,
however, be courageous and proactive to
overcome these issues in society.

The hardest thing I have had to face is the
creation of content. It is much easier to teach
when there is a textbook. However, Korea
does not have proper learning objectives and
guidelines for sex education. We have had
to adopt foreign curriculums. Consideration
for age must also be made, so we need
different materials for students at different
ages. Establishing new curriculum has been
challenging, but content is almost completed
now. The problem we now face is parents'

OH JIYEON
- Division of Korean Language & Literature '12
- The CEO of NADAUN
- The CEO of YOUNiiCON
- Korea Social Enterprise Promotion Agency K-Startup (9th)
- KT&G Sangsang Startup Camp (3rd) first place and excellence award
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ON CAMPUS

Newly Implemented Online Book Lending System at Sookmyung
Since January 29, the Main Library at Sookmyung Women's University has been providing
Sookmyungians with access to its online book lending system. The system, newly implemented
for students, operates in partnership between Academic Information Services Team and the
online book provider Kyobo Bookstore. Sookmyunginas now about to borrow books from
the Main Library during winter vacations without having to be physically on campus. With
just access to a computer or a mobile device, Sookmyungians can leisurely access the online
book lending system. To access the system on a PC, Sookmyungians must first log on to the
Main Library website, but accessing the system on a mobile version, Sookmyungians must
install the Kyobo E-book application and then search Sookmyung Women's University. The
system stores over 100,000 E-books on the Kyobo E-library and they include novels, essays,
and philosophy books. A Sookmyungian may borrow up to five books. The loan period is
one week. In addition, the Main Library at Sookmyung also provides access to online books
besides those offered by Kyobo Bookstore. The school has also started providing access
to academic books from the publisher Wiley from January 1. The number of online books
from Wiley is 2,800, which includes books from various fields. To access Wiley E-books,
Sookmyungians must first visit the Main Library website and then search the key word 'Wiley
Online Books'. Kwon Doyoon, a system user said, "I don't live near the school, so it's not easy
to borrow books from the Main Library, especially on days that I don't have classes. The new
online book lending system, however, makes it much easier and more comfortable to borrow
books. Still, I wish the loan period was longer than one week. It is shorter than the period of
borrowing a paperback book. Also, it is somewhat annoying to have to create a separate library
ID. Nevertheless, thanks to the online book lending system, I can now enjoy reading more
conveniently." As Kwon states, thanks to the introduction of the online book lending system
at Sookmyung, many Sookmyungians can now more comfortably do academic investigative
research or find pleasure reading materials.

PHOTO BY HYJ
Kim Han Yujin / Woman Section Editor
smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr

Art rises at Sookmyung
The Chung Young Yang Embroidery Museum is located in the Renaissance Plaza at Sookmyung
Women's University. Visitors can get to the museum easily by entering the Renaissance
Plaza from Snowflake Square. The Museum opened in May 2004 to boost evaluation and
awareness about embroidery and fabric art. Head of the Museum, Chung Young Yang, first
renowned in the US and became known in Korea through a special exhibition named <Korean
Embroidery> at Sookmyung Women's University. Since that exhibition, there have been a
lot of exhibitions due to her effort. From October 24, 2019 to June 30, 2020, the exhibition,
<Serving the Celestial Throne: Court Officials Robes of Qing China and Joseon Korea>, will
be on display. The exhibition presents official attire worn by officers of the governmental
bureaucracy during Korea's Joseon dynasty and China's Qing dynasty. It also displays portraits
of government officials as well. The Museum hopes visitors will appreciate the beauty of these
fine court costumes as well as the embroidering techniques that were used to create designs
on the costumes. Visitor Lee Sumin, Department of Business Administration '19, said, "It is a
rare and extraordinary exhibition highlighting Joseon and Qing dynasties from the perspective
of their embroidery work. I didn't know such a museum existing on campus before my friends
told me about it. I hope more Sookmyungians, in particular those interesting in art, visit." The
Chung Young Yang Embroidery Museum also offers special practical courses: Traditional
Embroidery and Quilt Specialist. Anyone wishing to learn about embroidery and quilting are
welcome to join. Besides its exhibitions and experience courses, The Chung Young Yang
Embroidery Museum tries to make embroidery and fabric art more popularized and accessible
to the regular public. SMT hopes Sookmyungians visit The Chung Young Yang Embroidery
Museum and other art places at Sookmyung Women's University.
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PHOTO BY LHM
Kim Lee Hyunmin / Editor-in-Chief
smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr

NEWS IN SOOKMYUNG

How Sookmyung Deals with the COVID-19
Many nations throughout the world, including South Korea, are trying to deal with the
COVID-19. According to an online search, the COVID-19 is a viral infection that affects the
respiratory system. The outbreak originated in Wuhan, China near the end of December 2019.
The COVID-19 is a pathogen usually found in bats. The area around Wuhan, China, where the
outbreak began, has been quarantined since Jan. 23, 2020. The infection has spread to many
countries around the world, and on January 30, the World Health Organization has declared
it an 'International Public Health Emergency (PHEIC)'. According to the Korea Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, as of March 7, more than 101,745 people (3,480 deaths) have
been infected worldwide. In Korea, as of March 7, there have been a total of 7,041 people
who were infected. To prevent the spread of the disease, Sookmyung Women's University has
ordered precautionary measures for the start of the 2020 semester. The most important change
at school is the postponing of the school semester by one week, from March 2 to March 9. This
change ensures a 15-week semester within a 16-week academic semester calendar. The midterm exam period will also be delayed a week or two, and the final exam period will be shorten
from two weeks to one week. There are also many changes to school events. The 2019 formal
graduation ceremony, the 2020 admission ceremony and orientation for first year students,
and the 2020 "Fireworks Program" for first year students have all been cancelled. Instead of
an orientation ceremony, first year students will be provided with information through video
clips and the school homepage. Furthermore, starting January 13, 2020, all university students
who have visited China, including Hong Kong and Macau, must complete travel documents
and report their travels via e-mail or a direct telephone call to the school administration. With
the COVID-19 spreading daily, students at Sookmyung Women's University should take extra
care as they go about their daily lives.

PHOTO BY LHY
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Woman Section Editor
smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr

Final Hackathon Presentation of Sookmyung and Kyushu University
On February 14, final presentations for Sookmyung Interdisciplinary Hackathon was held in
Room 301 of the PRIME Complex. This Hackathon, which was held secondly this year, was
organized by the Prime Project Group of Sookmyung and sponsored by AWS. Also, Division of
Convergence in College of General Education of Sookmyung and School of Interdisciplinary
Science and Innovation of Kyushu University collaborated on the progress of this program.
Five groups participated and the groups consisted of 24 students from Sookmyung Women's
University and Kyushu University. Each presenting group discussed various ideas on how
universities could better coexist with their local communities and announced the mobile, IOT
and web solutions which were results of their ideas. Before the start of the presentations,
congratulatory speeches by alumnae of the Sookmyung and a manager of AWS, the company
managing the Hackathon, were heard. After the speeches, presentations started and professors
from both Sookmyung and Kyushu University provided constructive feedback. Once all
presentations had finished, Kim Jiyeon, Department of IT Engineering 16', a participant in
Hackathon said, "Our group presented on the idea of developing an application that would
solve the problem of nursery schools in Japan. It was devised from the trouble of one Japanese
team member's mother who actually had difficulties with doing both taking care of her baby
and household labors. As such, finding what kind of difficulties the residents of the local
society actually have and working together to resolve them helped broaden the perspectives
on solving problems. I am proud that our group successfully completed all the tasks". As
Kim states, presentations were all successful, without any major issues with the great ideas of
students and the excellent support of staff from both universities. Thanks to the Hackathon,
students in both Sookmuyung and Kyushu University could share their ideas and finally create
successful results.

PHOTO BY HYJ
Kim Han Yujin / Woman Section Editor
smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr
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C H E O N G PA R U N W AY

Dress Nice, But Be Warm

FASHION
3

1

2

4

5

1. Top / MUSINSA / 15,900 won
2. Pants / SPAO / 14,950 won
3. Outer / Aladin / 49,000 won
4. Shoes / SKECHERS / 89,000 won
5. Book /Like All Beaches in the World / 12,900 won

JUNG SAEYEON

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE '19

Please introduce your personal style to our readers.
As soon as winter break began, I spend my days travelling to places
that I had never been before. Travelling in the cold winter, I realized
that I needed to dress in layers, not just present an attractive look. I
knew I had to choose clothes that presented a look that was not only
fashionable but also warm. I learned to adjust my fashion for the cold
weather. I love reading poetry and I usually carry a book of poems
with me to read, so I guess you might say that is one of my unique
fashion points.
8 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

Kim Han Yujin / Woman Section Editor / smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr

Please share your winter travel fashion tips with our
readers.
As I mentioned, I think it is important to dress nicely while travelling.
However, warm clothes are essential, so that is my first tip for the
perfect winter trip. Catching a cold by wearing clothes inappropriate
for winter will ruin your travel. Therefore, make a personal style that
protects you from the cold. It's possible to look nice and stay warm
if you mix your fashion items properly. I also recommend choosing
items that will make you conspicuous.

F E AT U R E W O M A N

Step to a Fair World
Kwak Lee Shinyoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lsy@sookmyung.ac.kr
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr

"Woman shouldn't be out walking at night.", "Woman should be dressed properly." You may remember
hearing some words like this. Even though you knew these aren't right, you often look back when you walk
on the street at night and look into a mirror checking you are dressed properly in order to avoid being in
danger. The government has recently proposed the bill Women's Violence Prevention Act to address the
issue of crimes against women, merely due to gender. Let's burrow into the new law, which is now under
scrutiny from various people in society since its proposal.
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PHOTO FROM NEWSPIM

Women have always been considered as weak beings in society. As a
result, women have always become insensitive to both physical and
non-physical violence. Violence against women infringes women's
physical and mental well-being and the right to be safe from violence
based on gender. Types of violence that women experience include
domestic violence, sexual violence, prostitution, sexual harassment,
acts of continued harassment, forced acts of intimate relationships,
cyberbullying and unsolicited use of personal information. According
to Korea Women's Hot Line's human rights and culture activist, at
least there were 2,000 victims, including the acquaintance of them,
who were killed or have been faced the danger of being killed by
male partners, who were their spouse or lover from 2009 to 2018. In
other words at least 3.5 days, one woman is killed by intimate man by
the violence. Given these figures, the risk to women has always been
serious. And what's more serious is that, most of the dating abuse that
people have considered to be a problem between a couple or domestic
violence which can be considered as one family's problems were a
female violence committed by men.
Women are no longer hidden in the shadows and their stories are
coming up to the surface. Growing support for these victims has
soared, especially after the 2018 '#Me Too movement'. Nevertheless,
women still secretly fear they could always become victims, for the
root of the problem has yet to be resolved. With the need to address the
problem and growing sympathy for women's safety, the government
proposed the Women's Violence Prevention Act. Framework for
the Prevention of Violence against Women is a statement that says
government is responsible for preventing violence against women
and protecting victims. The bill was passed at National Assembly on
December 7, 2018 and went into effect on December 25, 2019. When
the bill was first proposed last year by Jung Chounsook, it defined
violence against women as being related to sex crimes, but the letter

of women was added. Some politicians opposed the idea, arguing that
it might entice more gender conflict in mind. As a result, the definition
of violence against women removed the notion of sex crimes and was
changed to violence against women.

Women in danger

PHOTO FROM NEWSIS
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The need for the new Law
Some people have stated that the Women's Violence Prevention Act is
nothing more than an institutionalization of the '#Me Too movement'.
However, the Act is aimed at preventing all types of violence against
women including date violence, stalking, and illegal photo-shootings.
The Act clearly stipulates that it is the government's responsibility
to undertake measures that prevent violence from happening and
to support victims. It also stipulates comprehensive and systematic
implementation of the Gender Violence Prevention policy. The Act
on the Prevention of Violence against Women Act is expected to
serve as the legal basis for the government to establish and publicize
statistics on violence against women, which can work as the first
basic form of legislation against gender violence. The government
will conduct a national survey every three years on sexual violence,
sexual harassment, domestic violence, and prostitution, as well as on
new forms of violence such as date and digital abuse. In addition,
the national government and local governments now have more
authority and responsibility to prevent secondary damage, which
was not addressed in the existing Special Act on the Punishment of
Sexual Crimes. According to the new bill, collateral damage suffered
by victims include post-mortem damage, bullying, assault, abusive
language, mental and physical damage, and personal repercussions
suffered as a result of unfair personnel management. In other words,
the bill protects women from violence and prevents secondary
damage.
The implication of enactment of Women's Violence Prevention Act
is that first, it designates the damage support as a right for female
victims. Second, it clarifies the duty of government and local body in
order for the secondary damage. And for the last, it found a committee
for Women's Violence Prevention in the central government and in
local government to arrange an organization for the effective push
ahead of the policies. Shim Younggu SBS reporter introduced results
of 100 cases of first trial sentencing from January 1, 2014 to July
31, 2019. It reveals the gap of gender and motive of the victim of
domestic violence in the sentencing. Also it shows that only 0 among
34 cases was acknowledged as a self-defense for female victim
which means that it is very hard for women to have been conceded a
right of resistance.1) With these research findings, it is clear that the
foundation of Women's Violence Prevention Act should be enacted
and be reinforced. As this act has been gained lots of interests, it
also feed fire on the other part too. Even though' #Me too movement'
1) Shim Okyeon, "At least 1.8 days, Every One Woman Victim Outbreaks.", Oh my
news, December 11, 2019

SCREENSHOT OF CHEONG WA DAE NATIONAL PETITION BOARD

SCREENSHOT OF EXPLANATION ABOUT WOMEN'S VIOLATION PREVENTION ACT

had gained lots of attention and had solved many gender problems
in society, there were still some problems that weren't fully solved
yet. However, with this new bill, which had brought domestic
violence and violence against women up to the surface. Thus, there
are perspectives that some cases of violence should be viewed as a
femicide.

is not much gender difference among murder crime victims. This
difference that is slight is not only applied to murder crime but also
to other heinous crimes except sex crime. Citing these statistics,
some people strongly oppose the legitimacy of the Act insisting that
this is unfair and unjust. At the same time, it is also considered as a
reverse discrimination because it does not have any just reason to be
implemented and only protects female while it does not protect male
who is biologically not a female.
Aside from its background, Women's Violence Prevention Act itself
has loopholes in it. Though it seems it contains contents in detail, it
is lack of details when it comes to enforcements in real. Protection of
victims' information is very important in the process of investigation,
but the Women's Violence Prevention Act merely stipulates the 'duty'
to come up with a plan for protection of victims' information, not
a direct notice for protection. At least important details of victim
information protection need to be directly stipulated in the law. The
secondary damage associated with women's violence is serious, and
this suggests the need for a practical penalty clause. However, the
Women's Violence Prevention Act provides only abstract details on
setting up measures and an education to prevent secondary damage. In
the event of committing such secondary damage, almost no provision
for punishment or remedy is written. Professor Chung Namchul in
Division of Law said, "The Women's Violence Prevention Act has
detailed regulations regarding support and prevention for women's
violence. However, regulations regarding victims' information
protection and prevention of secondary damage are very insufficient.
Therefore, it is needed to come up with practical measures reviewing
and considering new act's relationship with other laws to protect the
victims from an information leakage and from a secondary damage."
It is newly created act, and not viewed as a perfect act. As professor
Chung pointed out, this new Act needs some improvements. It
is expected to work successfully like its purpose when proper
improvements are made.

Opposition to the new Law
Along with support for the Women's Violence Prevention Act, there
is also the voice of opposition and worry. Some people point out that
the problem is the background why it is created. They claim the Act
is a reverse discrimination because it presumes that all assailants
are male and all victims are female. The Reliable Ministry of
Government Legislation National Law Information Center issued a
comment that violence against women and the increased numbers of
female victims has necessitated the Act. It also stated that there is a
high rate of female victims from heinous crimes. The Center made
these announcements to validate the law and to show the public the
seriousness of crimes against females. However, people who oppose
the Act focus on overall victim rate. These people use statistics of
gender rate in all types of crimes including arson and assault, and
the statistics shows that there were more male victims in all crimes
except 'sex' crimes. Looking into the murder crime as an example, the
percentages of victims were 56% males and 44% females according
to analysis of Supreme Prosecutors' Office. In addition, looking at
deaths as a result of murder crime, rates were 49% males and 51%
females (Korean National Police Agency). 2) In other words, there
2) Shim Seohyeon, "Are Females in More Danger? ...The Real Statistics", Joongang
Daily, May 28, 2016

The way we need to take
On December 28, a large group gathered at Marronnier Park to rally
against "Femicide". This protest shows that society still needs to work
toward true equality for all human beings. Changes may not come
drastically, but movement of change has started. To restore women's
rights and ensure that they are same as male's, deeper consideration
and discussion of the new Act and its meaning is needed rather than
unconditional agreement or disagreement. A unified effort to establish
true new policy on human rights in Korea is the first step to establish
desirable and useful policy. Moreover, this collective effort will
contribute to a more mature, just, and fair society.

PHOTO FROM JOONGANG DAILY
GRAPH SHOWING GENDER RATE IN MURDER CRIME
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THE NEW
CONSUMER,
FANSUMER
Kim Lee Hyunmin / Editor-in-Chief / smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr
Ahn Ha Yura / Culture Section Editor / smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr

Imagine you are being on vacation and struggling
with boredom. After cleaning up and searching for
books that you are not likely to read, you still feel
bored. Hoping to fix that, you turn on the TV looking
for something fun to watch. Surfing the channels,
you come across an audition program and put down
the remote control. Hearing someone says 'National
Producer, please pick me now!', you become lost in
thought: Is it true that I can be a producer? Quickly,
you pick your favorite trainee from the Internet
site. Each day after that, you hope that your pick
can make a debut. You watch the show daily, even
if you are busy. The competition grows tougher, so
you start to join a fan fund-raising for your pick, and
waste much of your saved rainy day money.

DESIGNED BY RAWPIXEL.COM / FREEPIK
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SCREENSHOT OF WADIZ

LED advertisement on subway station

Nowadays, people who are described above in the imagined
scenario are called as 'fansumer'. Fansumer is a coined expression
that comes from the words 'fan' and 'consumer', and it was first
introduced by Seoul National University's Consumer Trend Research
Institute. Fansumers deviate from the typical one-sided consumption
pattern whereby consumers make choices after assessing a set of
alternatives. They are engaging in a two-way consumption pattern,
where consumers present opinions and make purchase. They also
invest directly in the development process of goods and services,
and participates willingly in the manufacturing process by expressing
their opinions. In short, fansumers feel proud of the fact that they were
involved in the development of the brand, product, or star. In the past,
Do-It-Yourself (DIY) products were popular among Koreans because
they were not only making a purchase, also sensing the pride while
assembling the product. That DIY culture is the foundation of today's
fansuming culture. Nowadays consumers are involved in broader
areas. Fansumers are taking charge of consumption and supply, and
are heavily involved with self-promotion as well. These fansumers
are proud to call their effort and work 'by-me'. Over time, fansumers'
movements will be explained using 'by consumer' not 'with consumer'
as they increase.
The impact of fansumers has grown and has become more diversified.
Crowd-funding is outstanding area in which fansumers are taking an
active role. Released in 2019, the movie <KIM JI-YOUNG, BORN
1982> was the result of production and marketing fundraising on the
signature online crowd-funding platform "Wadiz". Luckily, SMT
could interview a person who was in the crowd-funding. The person,
who wishes to remain anonymous, said she heard that anyone could
participate in funding for some movies including <KIM JI-YOUNG,
BORN 1982>. She added, "I was a fan of the original book, so I
hoped the story of the book to be known for many people. That
was the reason I joined in the funding. Through this funding, I felt
like being a movie producer as well as an investor. It was a great
for me to support my favorite book and movie. If there is another
good opportunity again, I want to participate in crowd-funding." It
was a fond experience for her. As this example shows, fansumers are
expanding their consumption influence by working in various fields.

is supported, otherwise a product or service will be boycotted. For
instance, to help Japanese military sexual slavery victims, consumers
buy goods from Heeum and Marymond. Mok Junga, Division of
Business Administration '19, said, "I often buy Marymond products.
I like the idea that others are helped by my purchases. Even though
Marymond products are a little more expensive than other products,
I'm willing to pay the extra cost because I know the money goes
to help others." As if Mok does, many people are in the practice of
'consumption for self-belief'. According to UNIVTOMORROW,
86.5% of Koreans in their twenties are willing to pay extra for
their ethical values.1) It shows consumers' choices are no longer
cost-effective, but cost-value. Given that fansumers are voluntarily
consuming a valued product, it may be said that 'consumption for
self-belief' was the start of fansumer culture.
The second reason is that it has become easier to use the Internet.
Unlike in the past when one-sided media such as television and radio
were common, it is now natural to promote things through interactive
media. Following the trend, companies have begun to focus their
efforts on operating social media accounts. Coca-Cola Korea now
actively operates a number of Twitter accounts. On Twitter, CocaCola regularly tweets about its upcoming events. Twitter users can
participate in the events easily by simply replying with a designated
hashtag. Event winners are presented a box of Coca-Cola products.
On an event day, designated hashtags are released real-time on Twitter
in Korea. This example shows how the promotion using social media
is influential and makes consumers close to companies. Moreover,
use of social media is important because it allows companies to
receive real-time feedback. Fansumers respond immediately to posts
from companies they have interest. If there are rude or inappropriate
expressions in the posts, fansumers unite quickly and ask the
company to reply. Last year, fansumers asked for a comment from the
convenience store CU because some impolite words for a promotion
were directed at a celebrity. Fans of the celebrity demanded the
advertisement be revised. Harsh criticism coming from fansumers
made CU immediately remove the expression and apologize to
consumers on its website. This is one example of instant change
thanks to fansumers.
The last reason is because of deep-rooted fandom culture. Fandom
culture involves collecting items or enthusiastically rooting for
a company or a celebrity. In the past, Koreans who were solely
interested in one area were disdainfully treated and called Otaku, but
today this prejudice has almost disappeared. Based on this fandom
culture, fansumers are often seen gathering in groups after getting
familiar on a social media. As a group they have a great influence
that cannot be ignored. Fansumers are strong stakeholders in fandom

What is 'Fansumer'?

When does a fan become a fansumer?
What has made a fansumer become ever increasingly more influential?
The fansuming culture begins with 'consumption for self-belief'. In
2017, a research institution that examines the trends of people in
their twenties, UNIVTOMORROW, presented 'consumption for selfbelief' as a trend keyword. The phrase refers to consumption that
occurs because a personal standard of judgment not because of any
stereotype or by comparing to what others are doing. This pattern
of consumption can be commonly viewed as ethical consumption.
When one's own value is consistent with the company, consumption
14 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

1) Research Institutes for People in Their Twenties in UNIVTOMORROW, <Survey of
Twenty-Year-Old's Value Consumption Trends in 2015>

SCREENSHOT OF OPENMAKTET COUPANG

culture and work together with others with a strong sense of solidarity.
For example, fandom culture leads to the success of films featuring a
female narrative;they have become movie box-office successes. The
fandom tries to hold group-watching events or book front row seats
that people usually don't sit on. Especially, the concept of fandom
is also the strongly viewed in Korean cheering culture, for idols,
musical stage performers, and movie or TV actors. Fandom is often
criticized as their blind love and support, for instance, fans will spend
much money on gift preparation, however, meaningful spending is
on the rise these days. This new fansumer direction involves giving
or doing something in the name of the celebrity. One idol group fan,
who wishes to remain anonymous, said, "After watching my favorite
singer donate to a worthy cause, I started to make donations, too. I
am proud of my effort. Last year, I donated to victims of Gangneung
forest fires and Japanese military sexual slavery." This person and
other like her are continually expanding fandom culture, which has
made it become mainstream and as it increases so does the influence
of the fansumer.

Big change by fansumers
With the growth in 'consumption for self-belief', active use of the
Internet, and establishment of fandom culture, fansumers have been
multiplied. As a result, fansuming is more common than ever but
a variety of changes have occurred. Unlike ordinary consumers,
fansumers actively give feedback to companies on products. One
of the most remarkable roles fansumers played was connected
with the idol audition program <PRODUCE 101>. This program
is made of 4 series which 101 idol trainees of each serise debut as
a group of 11 members. On the show, fansumers are referred to
as 'national producers' and play a huge role in deciding whether a
trainee goes on to the next level to become an idol group member
or is eliminated. Fansumers do this through online and text voting.
Fansumers voluntarily promote and attract the attention of others for
their favorite trainee. These types of show make fansumers feel they
are also the part of the process of deciding who becomes the next
most popular Korean idol. Fansumers are also playing active roles
in the food industry. Bibimmen is an instant noodle brand, that are
mixed with a spicy seasoning without broth. One netizen wrote on
the internet, "One Bibimmen is not enough, but I get stuffed when
I eat two. Why don't they make a 1.5 portion size?" The comment
received a lot of interest and sympathy. Consumers started to call out
for the company to launch a larger size. In response to the demand,

the company officially launched the 'One and a Half Pack' in 2017.2)
In other words, fansumers are actively involved in the success of
various products and making positive changes.
On the other hand, however, there has been criticism towards the
participation of fansumers as it encourages excessive fandom culture.
Through <PRODUCE 101>, four idol groups were made which
names were I.O.I, Wanna One, IZ*ONE, and X1. Fansumers had to
pay 100 won for each text message vote. They also advertised their
favorite trainee on the subway and bus, hoping that the trainee would
make a debut. However, this cheering culture has resulted in excessive
consumption. According to Seoul Metro, the number of subway idol
advertisements has nearly doubled to 1,038 in 2017 from only 542
in 2016. This occurred during the second season of <PRODUCE
101>. Subway LED advertisements cost between 800,000 won to
7,000,000 won. <PRODUCE 101> is a competition TV show, so if
one fansumer buys an advert for their trainee, another fansumer will
buy an advertisement for their favorite trainee, too. This behavior
consequently leads to excessive consumption by fansumers.
Fansumers have also caused a number of negative effects along with
the positive effects. Fansumers, though, are trying their best to selfpurify those negative effects. Recently, <PRODUCE 101> series
was revealed that it was changing its candidate ranking policy by
adjusting the number of texting votes. Suspicion was raised among
fansumers claiming that votes for trainees in the top 20 would be
multiples of 7,494.442. Ranking manipulation is considered unethical
by all consumers, so the TV show should not ignore the legitimate
outcome of paid votes. Therefore, fansumers organized called for a
'PRODUCE X Truth Investigation Commission' to find out the real
truth behind the change. This action by fansumers forced police to
investigate Mnet, which broadcasts <PRODUCE 101>. Mnet had to
publicly admit its attempt to manipulate votes and offered the public
a formal apology. This example shows that fansumers are more
highly sensitive to wrongdoings than in the past and will work hard to
resolve any concerns they have. Fansumers have also campaigned for
the proper consumption of copyright items. EBS character Pengsoo,
which is loved by millennials, was mass produced and purchased
voluntarily by fansumers. However, Pengsoo's popularity lead to
the creation and selling of products which is not authorized by EBS.
Instead of consuming these illegal products, fansumers made an effort
to engage in ethical consumption by notifying the authorities about
the illegal Pengsoo products. Fansumers are making voluntary efforts
to ensure proper consumption of brand products by participating
directly in the production cycle.

Yes, you can be a fansumer
Fansumers are not unique. They are ordinary consumers who wish to
actively participate in the process of production by giving constructive
feedback. Therefore, anyone can become a fansumer. Fansumers
are having a huge impact on supply as well as consumption,
which has resulted in a two-way pattern of consumption-supply.
This phenomenon breaks the boundaries between consumers and
suppliers, creating a new pattern of consumption in which anyone can
become a creator and a consumer. When fansumers practice caution
and do not excessively fansume by practicing ethical consumption,
they will create the new consumer fit for today's rapidly changing
modern society.
2) Cha Jinhwan, "Listen to the Evolving Consumer Culture of 'Fansumer'" Daily
GOOD NEWS, December 3, 2019
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Gain Strength From Everyday Life
Where are your eyes looking?
Oh Hwang Junhee / Society Section Editor / smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr
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PEOPLE

WHO CONNECTS
THE SOCIETY?
Media is indispensable in our modern society. What do you consider is the role of media?
Media monitors the government and serves as a conduit for the public. Here is someone trying
to present to the public an unbiased and neutral view of news events. She proves both sides
of a story and always allows readers to make judgments of themselves. She is also prominent
journalist in our society. SMT met Kim Hyunjung, an anchor of the <Kim Hyunjung's News
Show> to learn more about fair media.
Jung Kim Hyeseung / Society Section Editor / smt_jhs@soomyung.ac.kr
Kim Han Yujin / Woman Section Editor / smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr

KIM HYUNJUNG
ALL PHOTOS FROM KHJ

- B
 A in French Language & Literature at EWHA Womans University
- A
 nchor of the <Kim Hyunjung's News Show> Season
1&2
- H
 onor the PD of the year in the Korean PD Awards
in 2014
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requirement due to meningitis. His death was
directly related to the poor medical attention
he was given in the military. I asked the
parents of the dead soldier for an interview.
At first, they declined, but I called them
frequently believing they wanted their story
to be heard. After two weeks, the soldier's
father agreed to an interview. When the
interview was broadcasted, many people
expressed their sorrow and started to raise
their voices for the need for improvements
to the military medical system at training
centers. Thanks to the public demand, the
Ministry of National Defense announced a
complete overhaul of its military medical
system. It was rewarding to hear soldier's
father thanked me about it late.

Please introduce yourself and your
work as a radio producer.
I'm both a producer and radio news
anchor. It's not often you find a person at a
broadcasting station taking on two separate
roles. When I first joined CBS, I worked as
a producer, but by chance, I was placed in
charge of a radio current affairs program. I
started to host the show as well as produce it.

You started your career with
Hankook Ilbo as a reporter in 2000,
but a year later you joined CBS as
a radio producer. What made you
make this quick change?
Ever since when I was 13 years old, I have
dreamt of being a radio producer. I fell in
love with radio and have been listening to the
radio since then. I often thought to myself, "I
want to become a host of a show on the radio,
too." I never imagined that dream would
come true, because all show hosts at the time
were TV entertainers. After watching a few
recordings of a radio broadcast, I wondered
about the people behind the scenes. I realized
they are radio producers, and learned about
jobs such as radio producer, and made the
decision to become one. My dream never
changed after I made that decision in my
mind. I entered Hankook Ilbo as a reporter
because it was hard to find a single job
with the economic recession (a.k.a. IMF)
at the time, which was in full swing the
year I graduated from university. Also, the
application examination to be an announcer
and reporter were very similar to producer,
so I was able to pass it. Still, I couldn't let go
of my dream, so a year later, I joined CBS as
a radio producer.

As a producer of a music program,
how were you able to become an
anchor on the <Kim Hyunjung's

News Show>?
I wanted to be a music program producer,
and becoming an anchor for a news show
was indeed an unexpected thing for me. Most
radio producers work on music programs. I
also produced a music program, but when
the anchor of the daytime news show took a
two-week vacation, I filled in as a temporary
substitute. Then a surprising thing happened.
I was asked to become the full-time anchor
after program reorganizing. I am sure I
would not have done as well as I did without
my experience at Ewha Womans University,
where I worked as anchor for the school
radio station. I had the training, and when it
came time to perform, I could do well.

What has been the most difficult part
about producing or being on air?

You worked as a radio producer
before returning to Season 2 of <Kim
Hyunjung's News Show> in 2014.
Why did you leave the radio show to
return to producing?
Work as an anchor of a news program can
be exhausting. I contemplated quitting work
as an anchor and restarting my career as
radio producer for some time. I thought if
I didn't return to work as a radio producer
of music program, later in life I might regret
it. Therefore, I left to work as a pop radio
producer. It was rewarding work, and I'm
sure I would have loved doing it even without
pay. However, my devoted past listeners from
<Kim Hyunjung's News Show> season 1
started sending me letters requesting I return
to the show for season 2. I agonized over it
for a long time, between the happiness I felt
working as a radio producer and the reward I
felt working as an anchor, but finally decided
to return to the news show.

I've been hosting the news show for almost
13 years. To be honest, I'm tired of a lot.
One of the difficult part is that things are
not always going well as expected because
it is not recorded. Moreover, if there is a
telephone in or an interview, things become
even more unpredictable because there are
other people to consider. For interviews, I
must work hard to have them talk for 10 to 15
minutes every day. As an anchor, I have to be
careful of my words, and since most people
I meet are politicians, I must balance myself
well between them and my listeners. Another
difficulty is that things can change rapidly
from day to day because news happens daily.
If we prepare four story ideas, at least one or
two will change. The way I overcome these
issues is to work diligently. I suppose this is
the life of every news anchor.

What has been the most rewarding
moment in your career as an anchor?
I once reported on the story of a young
man who died serving his military training
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You graduated from Ewha Womans
University. Did university life at a
women's university influence your
career and life?
All the leaders at women's universities are
women, of course. Usually, many leaders of
coeducational universities are men for the
reasons they served army military service, so
they are mostly older than women students.
However, in women's university, Women
must do all the work without men, even if they
are hard labors. I am happy I could study at
a women's university because it empowered
me as a woman. Even after graduating and
entering the broadcasting industry, I have the
power to lead others. Journalists from other
women's universities as well as myself also
have the leadership and proper work without
any distinction of sex.

As a female radio producer in your
30s, you must have felt pressured to
be an anchor of the news show. What
kind of difficulties have you faced
working as an anchor?
Looking back at all the discriminatory
situations I faced as a young woman, and not
as a reporter, makes me think it is extremely
difficult to work as an anchor of a news show.
It was under unusual circumstances that I
had such an opportunity, and that makes me
happy but burdened. In particular, I worried
about whether I can manage working
alongside politicians, mostly middle-aged
men. However, I eventually overcame that
concern, believing that the nature of radio,
not being face-to-face media, would be on
my side. I think my low voice helped to
overcome it, too. Also, I thought it would
be difficult for other female journalists to
challenge the profession if I didn't do it first.
Today there are plenty of female anchors,
and people no longer consider it odd. There

were difficulties women had to face in the
past, but I'm glad the times have changed
and it seems that the broadcasting industry
is becoming better environment for female
journalists than past.

What beliefs or values do you bring
to your job as anchor of an influential
news show?
Nowadays, a lot of media presents only the
biased aspects that align with their political
view. Indeed, these media platforms have
gained a large viewership, but I'm skeptical
about this direction that media is moving.
People in society needs communication
because we all live even if we are in different
environments and have different opinions.
Therefore, media needs to create venues
for discussions, even on topics society may
not like to hear. That's why I try to present
both sides to every story, and I broaden
my understanding by carefully listening to
both sides. Most of all, media should make
listeners think that it's possible for others to
have different opinions from themselves. In
other words, media must not forget that its
first job is to make people communicate.

What are your future plans as an
anchor?
I wish there were more full-time female
anchors on news channels, and that female
anchors no longer had to be ornaments
decorating their male anchor fellows. In
addition, I'm also curious to know why there
are never any "older" women anchors; there
are certainly plenty of men. Female anchors
in their 40s, like me, are rare, which is another
reason I will continue working as an anchor.
I heard that in the US, there is one female
anchor who is well into her 80s. I hope to be
like her. It would be a pleasure to work as
an anchor when I'm old, gray, and wrinkled.

And then, I want to be a news show anchor
who delivers the wider story.

Would you please give some advice
to Sookmyungians dreaming of
becoming an anchor or radio
producer.
If you imagine being a producer or anchor
as a fantasy, those professions are not for
you. Working in the broadcasting industry,
especially news shows, is very hard. If you
are serious about it, do not admire the jobs,
but work hard towards getting them. Prepare
like a producer with all of your energy. If you
do this, you also have to remember never to
give up. The road to your dream profession
will be difficult and at times, seems
impossible. However, if you think your way
to the dream profession is right, the future
will align with your will.

Last, would you please give a
message to Sookmyungians?
What I want to say to all university students
is that I want you to remember that the things
will not go as you expected. In other words,
no one can realize when or how chances will
come, so you should always be prepared.
And this prepared attitude starts with doing
your best in everything and building up your
own capabilities. When being university
student, I had worked for Ewha Womans
University's broadcasting station and
faithfully participated both as a producer
or announcer. Thanks to such experience, I
could take responsibility for my tasks. This
later helped me be an anchor of the news
show when I caught a good chance. All this
wasn't what I had planned, but I think I ended
up doing what I wanted because I did my
best in everything. Therefore, I want you to
do your best in everything and expand your
own capabilities.
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The Choice to Become a Global
Leader Lies Within
Jung Kim Hyeseung/ Society Section Editor / smt_jhs@sookmyung.ac.kr
Oh Hwang Junhee / Society Section Editor / smt_hjh@sookmyung.ac.kr

Noonsong A has recently become interested in foreign cultures and is thinking about
going overseas to experience a foreign culture firsthand. She recalls that her friend
Noonsong B, went to Canada on a student exchange. After only half a year as an
exchange student in Canada, Noonsong B was able to improve her English and returned
with much more confidence. Noonsong A begins searching the school homepage for
information on exchange programs and regrets having only participated in a school club
for the last three years at university. What types of overseas programs does Sookmyung
offer its students?
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What global programs do you prefer that
Sookmyung offers?

Exchange Student(56.6%)
Overseas Internship(21.7%)
Short-term Language Study(18.1%)
Etc.(3.6%)

SCREENSHOT OF THE OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIR SITE

PHOTO OF GLOBAL LOUNGE

programs, SISS, and short-term programs. Short-term programs
overseas also include internships such as the <WFUNA's Advanced
Training At the UN: Korea> program, language training programs,
and FSU Disney programs, which provide students with diverse
opportunities in various fields. Sookmyung aims at expanding student
experiences while at university by offering options such as studying,
interning, and various experiences.
Though there are numerous programs available, most students are
interested in going on an overseas student exchange, an overseas
internship, and short-term overseas language training. The survey
found that the most preferred overseas programs for the fate was
'exchange student program'. On the other hand, 'short-term program'
showed the lowest results. You Hyojeong, Department of Social
Psychology '17, said, "The exchange student program has always
been popular and is the most familiar among students, so most others
I know, including myself, are mostly interested in this program.
However, I am currently attracted to the short-term program which is
a global expedition because it is a group event. I think I can improve
my communication skills and foster community spirit. Also, I think
I would participate more actively in it because I make the subject
choice myself." Also, Lim Yubi, Department of Political Science &
International Relation '19, said, "I prefer short-term program. I think
the burden is low because it goes on in the short term. I think it also
helps the younger students who have little learning through team
project." Even with the provision of diverse programs, students' can
find that their favorite programs are one-sided.

What Do You Prefer?
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

Global is Sookmyung
Today, the world is a globalized society, and boarders have started to
disappear. Therefore, to succeed in the modern job market, students
need qualifications that match the trend. Sookmyung Women's
University has helped Sookmyungians expand their experiences by
offering a variety of overseas programs. The overseas programs draw
great attention from students because they know they can learn a
wide range of knowledge and at the same time feel firsthand a foreign
culture by jonining such programs. One of the greatest advantages
of joining a school exchange program is that students can study
in a relatively safe environment at a reasonable cost. In particular,
Sookmyung Women's University has sisterhood ties with about 400
schools and companies around the world, including Asia, Europe, and
North America, etc. The various overseas programs supported by the
school include student exchanges, SAF programs, multiple degrees
22 THE SOOKMYUNG TIMES

According to the Office of International Affairs' website, the school
organizes student exchanges, cultural tours, and overseas internships
with about 400 overseas colleges. Among them, there are certain
programs favored by Sookmyung Women's University students. For
the question of which of the overseas programs that Sookmyung
Women's University provide do you prefer, among 83 respondents,
56.6% (47 students) said exchange students, 21.7% (18 students)
answered internships overseas, 18.1% (15 students) answered
short-term language training, and 3.6% (3 students) answered Etc.
The most popular overseas program was found to be the student
exchange. There are two types of exchange programs: regular
exchange and study abroad. As a result, the regular exchange program
is the most favored by students due to the low financial expense. The
school makes a decision on student exchange applicants in March
and students go abroad during the fall semester of that same year.
To apply for an exchange program, students need to meet several
qualifications. First, applicants must be registered full-time students
between their 2nd to 6th semesters and have a GPA above 2.7 out

Do you think the promotion of overseas programs is
going well? (Result of 83 Sookmyungians)

Yes(16.9%)
No(68.7%)
No answer(14.5%)

of 4.3. Applicants must also meet the school language requirements,
which is proof of TOEFL course learning. Besides student exchanges,
students are also interested in doing an internship overseas. The most
popular internship program is the Walt Disney World Internship
organized by Florida State University. The program is offered in
partnership with the Florida State University, where participants in
the FSU's Interventional Communication Program or Hospitality
Management Program take relevant classes and conduct field training
as paid internships at Walt Disney World for about six months. On
average, about 14 students annually are selected after an interview
process with a Disney Recruiter to participate.
Exchange and internship students always return and talk about their
experiences of their time abroad. Especially, it is certainly a unique
chance as a university student to live abroad for at least one semester.
Students who visit SnoWe, the student community on the website
of Sookmyung Women's University, they will learn how life can
become more vivid after studying overseas. One student who went
to a Canadian university for one semester wrote: "It is very valuable
to live in the country you have dreamed of. For me, the memories
of being an exchange student are filled with the people I met and
the places I traveled." Furthermore, the Disney internship experience
is also prized among Sookmyungians. One student, who interned at
Disney in 2018, said "I still can't believe I've been to Disney. I was
obsessed with doing something great before going to Disney, but that
no longer matters. I have been to Disney, and I would go back again."
A returnee said that staying abroad for half a year made life even
richer.

Moment of Change
While the school offers a large number of overseas programs,
most students do not know much about them because they are not
publicized well or well known. That is, many programs are not
enjoying much attention from students. The <WFUNA's Advanced
Training At the UN: Korea> program and multiple degree programs
are two examples. The <WFUNA's Advanced Training At the UN:
Korea> program is a short-term program offered by the Office of
International Affairs in conjunction with WFUNA. The program,
which operates during the vacation, sends students to New York,
Geneva, and Switzerland every other year. Sookmyung is the
only Korean university to have such an agreement, and each time
participants return highly satisfied, and they got a lot of interest
from outside. Students interested in the UN and other international
organizations are welcome to apply and receive direct training at the
UN headquarters. It is an excellent opportunity for students as the
school supports students with 3 million won of the total 4.5 million
won required to participate in the program. However, applicants need
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to make an extra effort in advance because the program has strict
application qualifications in terms of grade requirements and a certain
level of English competency. And there are also several interview
stages. Besides, the multiple degree programs enable participants to
earn a degree from both schools attended. In other words, students
complete graduation requirements at both schools by attending
up to two years at the overseas university. Sookmyung provides
financial support in the amount equivalent to 100% of the student's
school tuition as a scholarship. The application process is not strict,
but it does require independent preparation. Also, there are various
international exchange programs using students' major.
Even with Sookmyung's effort to publicize their various programs,
students tend to look towards a limited number of them. On a
questionnaire, students were asked if they knew about Sookmyung
overseas programs other than student exchanges. 31.3% (26 students)
said they knew of others, and 68.7% (57 students) said no they did
not know of any others. Also, when asked if they were familiar
with overseas internships such as Koica or multiple degrees, 8.4%
(7 students) said they were and 91.6% (76 students) they were not.
Twice each school year Sookmyung hosts a large-scale briefing
session and fair in May and November, and regular briefing sessions
are also confirmed. Students can also get detailed information on
Sookmyung's various programs and their application processes by
logging in to the homepage of the Office of International Affairs'
website. Sookmyung has been promoting its programs on the 'Smart
Sookmyung' application. However, 68.7% (57 students) of student
respondents said the promotional methods are poor. 16.9% (14
students) said the methods are sufficient. These findings demonstrate
the reactions of students who got information from the school. Lim
asid, "In fact, there are well known programs except exchange student
programs or short-term programs. We've never seen a school promote
overseas programs. Of course, there is detailed information on the
homepage, but I hope the school will promote it in various ways." As
such, Sookmyung needs to reconsider its promotional methods and
make needed modifications.

To Be a Global Leader
Sookmyung offers its students a variety of overseas programs. For
students, the more information they have, the better and easier it will
be to take advantage of them for a brighter future. The year is 2020,
Sookmyungians have a chance to become global leaders by enjoying
all the opportunities offered to them at university. Opportinities come
to those who are prepared. Through the experiences, Sookmyungians
can prepare for the future and capitalize on gentle power to change
the world.
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EXPERIENCE

SMT's Travel Diary:
Gangneung
Ahn Ha Yura / Culture Section Editor / smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kwak Lee Shinyoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lsy@sookmyung.ac.kr

When people get tired of their usual routine, they search for something that will refresh their
tedious life. Among the things that bring about refreshment is travel. People travel to feel alive,
even if it is for just one 24-hour day. Even though one is not leading a productive life and may not
be happy, it does not matter. The person may still long to spend one pleasant day away from all
and make their existence different from that of their banal days. SMT reporters left behind their
typical daily lives and went to Gangneung. They made a special end to 2019 and vibrant start to
2020.
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How to greet New Year
To end the old year and to start the new
year, SMT reporters took a 2-day 1-night
trip to Gangneung on December 31, 2019,
to January 1, 2020. People around the world
spend the last day of one year and the first
day of another year uniquely. People in
France typically gather in a huge city square
and countdown to the New Year. They kiss
one and greet each other with 'Bonne année'.
Germans gather to watch a black and white
film on December 31, and once the movie has
finished, they predict events for the upcoming
year. The people of Brazil spend the night
dancing the Samba wearing white clothes,
and for the people of the Netherlands, they
gather for a swimming competition at the
beach. Though people of the world celebrate
the New Year differently, one thing remains
constant. It is a time to send off the old
year and welcome in the new one. Korean
people enjoy counting down together and
watching the bell ring at Bosingak Pavilion
or watching the first sunrise of the new year
with family or friends.
Korea has many tales about why it is
important to see the first sunrise of a new
year. Some people claim the custom comes
from the days when Koreans used to praise
the Sun and the Sky. The Sun was believed to
be the place of the gods and as such, the Sun
would bless people. This belief in the Sun
blessing people led Koreans of the past to
migrate to the mountains on the east coast in
the morning and on the west in the evening
to bow before the gods. On the other hand,
some people relate the viewing of the first
sunrise to the story The Heritage of the Three
States. The ancestors believed New Year's
day represented the longest night of the year,
and that the Sun would rise again that day
after dying the night prior. Koreans would
perform ancestral rites to ensure the spirit
would return, and success was determined
to have occurred with sunrise. As the above

Munseungsa in Ojukheon

stories demonstrate, there is no one concrete
and accurate reason for viewing the sunrise
on New Year's day in Korea. Still, it is a hot
travel destination each year. Gangneung,
located on the east side of the Korean
Peninsula, is a popular tourist destination for
viewing the sunrise. The Deepen sea, strong
waves, and a strong ocean sound is a typical
reason.

A trip to the New Year
SMT reporters arrived at 12 p.m. on
December 31, 2019, in Gangneung on
an express bus. Immediately they headed
off to Ojukheon & Municipal Museum.
Ojukheon was the home of Shin Saimdang
and her son Yulgok YiI. Their home Hanok
is divided into several sections, and each
section is separated with a QR code that has
been attached to a column. The QR code
enables visitors to connect to an Internet
dictionary that explains the section. This
was convenient to get information without
the need to borrow an audio guide or join
a docent tour. Next, the reporters went to
Gangneung Coffee Street, a street lined with
cafés that look out to the beach, and enjoyed
a chat drinking coffee. As SMT reporters
took pictures on the beach, the ocean waves
continuously crashed along the shoreline.
Reporters had to quickly take a photo and
run inland to avoid the incoming water. Next,
reporters went to Gangneung Joongang
Market. The Market has two main divisions:
dried fish and agricultural products on its
ground floor and fisheries wholesale markets
where customers can purchase raw fish to be
eaten on the underground floor. Reporters
ate Flatfish and Rockfish sashimi as well as
spicy soup for dinner at the fisheries market.
They then purchased snacks for the night at
a nearby flea market and hopped in a taxi to
their accommodation for the night.

Gangneung Joongang Market

At 12 a.m. on January 1, 2020, SMT reporters
together counted down and celebrated the
arrival of the New Year. Around 6 a.m.,
reporters arrived at Gyeongpo Beach. To
their surprise, the beach was already full
of people waiting for the sunrise, which
was expected to be at approximately 7:40.
Reporters wore two layers of socks and
gloves to avoid frostbite. Still, their feet
and hands were suffering from the cold. As
time passed, the sky over the sea started to
turn a vibrant red. SMT reporters had been
standing right along the waterfront, but
people started to push their way in front. By
7:39, the sun had begun to rise, and it was
fully visible in just two minutes. People were
heard making wishes for the New Year and
many took photos and videos of the rising
sun. SMT reporters also took pictures of the
sunrise and made wishes.
Gangneung is a good place to travel. It offers
visitors plenty of tasty cuisine and its tourist
sites are visitor-friendly. However, because
Gangneung has a much smaller population
than Seoul, its public transportation was
a little inconvenient. The buses were not
frequent, and some buses are only running on
weekends. Except for transportation, it was a
worthwhile trip. In particular, the highlight
of this trip was watching the first sunrise
of the year. SMT reporters had never seen
a sunrise at a beach before, but watching it
with so many other people made them 'feel'
the start of a new year. It was a good time for
SMT reporters who made new commitments
to decide to live harder than the last year.

Before a new start
While traveling, SMT reporters were able
to have dynamic experiences, and they
learned a number of valuable lessons
from this journey. A new semester is
upon us, Sookmyungians. In 2020, every
Sookmyungian will encounter unexpected
hardships as well as pleasure just like the
journey these SMT reporters had. However,
every experience led them to maturity and
refreshed them. With the new semester, SMT
reporters recommend Sookmyungians taking
a day trip from time to time and retake the
power they need to follow through with their
days on campus.
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Classics
Are Loved
Throughout
the
Generations
What determines whether work is
a masterpiece? To earn the title of
classic, a piece must meet a number
of necessary conditions, but especially,
"time". Nevertheless, not all old works
are considered as classics. Another vital
criterion is interest. Without continual
interest, the work is forgotten. Any
piece that receives continued attention
can be referred to as a classic. In
today's fast-changing world, there are
some works that have passed the test of
time. Then, what draws people to these
masterpieces?

Kim Lee Hyunmin / Editor-in-Chief / smt_lhm@sookmyung.ac.kr
Kim Han Yujin / Woman Section Editor / smt_hyj@sookmyung.ac.kr

Pride and Prejudice (1813)
The Bennets lived in the early 19th century, and Mr. Bennet had five daughters.
The family lived in the Longbourn area of England. Elizabeth, the second daughter,
was brilliant and confident. She and her older sister Jane, once they had reached
marriageable age, were to be married off as heirs to the family's Longbourn Estate.
One day, two wealthy gentlemen, Bingley and Darcy, arrived from London and
visited the Bennet family. Jane and Bingley immediately showed affection towards
each other. Darcy also took a liking to Elizabeth. However, Elizabeth viewed Darcy
as a blunt arrogant man, and as such, she was not open to the affection as what Darcy
showed at her. Several days after Bingley and Darcy left Longbourn for London,
Jane felt into a deep longing for Bingley, so she set off to London to see Bingley.
Her departure was met with discouragement from cynical and scornful attitude of
Bingley's sister. Elizabeth, on the other hand, had received a proposal of marriage
from Darcy. However, she refused and showed her rejection with anger. He had also
been responsible for interfering in the relation between Bingley and Jane. Realizing
that Elizabeth had misunderstood his actions, Darcy then wrote her a letter confessing
to her exactly what had transpired in Longbourn. Reading the letter, Elizabeth fell
into disarray. Will Elizabeth, Darcy, Jane, and Bingley ever marry their true loves?

Recommendation
At once in your life, you may have shown prejudice towards another without realizing
it. Just as Elizabeth had misjudged Darcy as being an arrogant man merely because of
his appearance, prejudice can form just by looking at one's outward appearance. The
novel discusses such prejudices and arrogance (pride) from which it arises. Elizabeth
discriminated against Darcy because of his status and attitude, and her negative views
towards him led her to misunderstand almost all of his behavior. Darcy's arrogance
also contributed to others' misunderstandings of him. Their misunderstandings kept
them from valuing Darcy as a person, and as result, they all became confused about
love. In the end, the two leading characters overcome their personal flaws and find
true love, which is what Jane Austen, the author of this story, hoped to convey to her
readers. In line with the title of the novel, 'Pride and Prejudice', the two emotions
can prevent us from making morally correct judgments about others, and they mask
our own true values. All people must be careful of cementing prejudices and pride.
The message applies not only to relationships of love, but all other relationships that
surround us. Anyone who has difficulty forming relationships with others can find
an answer in this book.

Of a fine, stout, healthy love it may.
Everything nourishes what is strong
already. But if it be only a sight, thin
sort of inclination, I am convinced
that one good sonnet will starve it
entirely away.
-Darcy
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To make each day count.
- Jack Dawson

Titanic (1997)
Titanic, also called the 'Ship of Dreams', set off from England to the US. Rose was
onboard the Titanic, and upon arriving in the US was to take part in an unwanted
marriage. She travelled first class with her family and fiancé, but was skeptical about
her current and future life. She is bored with her structured life, planned out by her
mother without consideration of what she really wanted from life. Such skepticism
caused Rose to attempt to commit suicide by jumping off the ship. Hanging from the
ship's railing, a man saved Rose. His name was Jack Dawson, a poor painter from
Paris who had won himself a ticket on the Titanic in a card gambling game. Rose
and Jack become close after his rescue of her, and for the next several days they met
often and started to show affection for each another. A relationship between a first
class aristocrat and third class citizen was viewed poorly and criticized by others.
Despite the negativity, the two fell in love and promised to run away together once
the Titanic arrived in the U.S. However, the day before the ship was scheduled to
arrive in the US, it collided with a huge glacier. Will Rose and Jack survive and live
happily ever after?

Recommendation
Watching Titanic, the following question may come to mind: "What would I have
done in that situation?" The film presents the actions of various humans in extreme
situations. Viewers will have various feelings depending on the human actions.
There will be feelings of sorrow for those who turn a blind eye to those seeking
help and feelings of angry to those who show selfishness in the desire to survive.
Viewers may also feel anger towards the status system at that time; that is, employees
keeping lower class people locked down while first class people are given the chance
to evacuate first. In such an emergency, frustration could be felt watching the ship's
employees operate solely according to the ship's manual. Also, viewers may also
sense the sadness at the end of life with the loved ones. Most of all, this final emotion
is likely the reason Titanic has been loved for a long time; it resonates with audiences
of the past and present. The movie <Titanic> is more than love between classes. It
presents human behavior in extreme situations, which makes each of us reflect on
humanity. Another attractiveness of the film is the presentation of different eras. In
the movie, viewers observe the unwanted marriages of the past by women and how
they become property of their husbands. There is also the distinct presentation of
the class system. The film gives its audiences many things to consider. This reporter
recommends watching the film with an eye on the present to understand why the
movie is loved by all who have seen it and why it is a must-see classic.

OFFICIAL POSTER OF <TITANIC>
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Nargiz Makhmudova / Guest Reporter / Division of Communication & Media / makhmudovanargiz@gmail.com

Flying from Kazakhstan to Korea, I dreamed of my days in Seoul, Korea. As imagined, my days went by fast. Here is my story
at Sookmyung as an exchange student: how I adjusted to Korea, what I learned at Sookmyung, the people I met, and my feelings
while here.
ALL PHOTOS FROM NARGIZ MAKHMUDOVA

Excitement of Studying in Seoul
When I was first presented with the chance
to go on an exchange program at university,
without hesitation I chose South Korea
because it is known for its fast progress,
advanced technology, security, and rich
culture, which I came to love thanks to
K-dramas. An incredible joy swept over
me when I received an invitation from
Sookmyung Women's University. The flight
time from Kazakhstan to Korea was about
7 hours, but once I stepped on Korean soil,
I was overcome with delight. However,
soon after that, the first stage of the cultural
shock began - the "Honeymoon stage" when
everything around me seemed beautiful and
perfect. I saw beautiful buildings, cozy cafés,
warm weather, bewitching nature, stylish
shops, and a bright university campus. I
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Studying at Sookmyung
appreciated Korea, but very soon the second
stage of culture shock began - the "frustration
stage". I began to experience communication
problems because I did not know Korean
language, and it was difficult to comprehend
the metro system. My friends and I were not
used to Korean cuisine, and some houses
looked so similar that we couldn't identify
them and as such, we got lots about a
hundred times. Many foreigners around me
also began to miss their homelands. Though
after a couple more weeks, I got more or
less used to life. I found suitable places,
learned to read Korean letters and a few
basic phrases, and was planning trips to other
cities. Mastering this stage of culture shock, I
reached the "adjustment stage" and began to
understand Seoul like a local.

I really like the university. It has cozy
classrooms, a bright interior, good
equipment, and qualified teachers. Each
teacher tried their best to present their subjectmatter interestingly, arranged fascinating
discussions during lectures, and did not
condemn students for the various opinions
they shared with the class. The assignments
and exams were relatively easy when I
attended all classes and prepared coursework
diligently. Especially, my friends and I
became so close to one professor that we all
went out for lunch together one day. It was
great to talk and laugh with others without
the need to consider their status and position.
Yunhee Kim is simply the best person in
the whole world! I am really thankful for
her for interesting lectures, kindness, and

understanding.
The only drawback while at Sookmyung
was the narrow selection of courses taught in
the medium of English. It was hard to enter
the limited number of classes because of the
enrollment limitation and that many Korean
students also wished to take classes taught in
English as it helps to increase their level of
proficiency in the language. Unfortunately, I
could not take required courses for my major
but there course I did take were no less
interesting. I learned a lot about international
communication, the relevance of feminism,
twentieth-century literature, and Korean
language. These courses are still very useful
for my major "Media & Communication",
and they were interesting.

New and precious friends
Most of all, I am grateful for the university's
efforts to connect the student body. My
dormitory neighbors were a lady from
France and a lady from China, representative
of western and eastern cultures. We talked
a lot about our homelands and became
good friends. We often had dinner together,
chatted nicely in the evenings, and went on
excursions with URINK. I also met ladies
from Vietnam, Brunei, Taiwan, Belgium,
Germany, the US, and so on. Many people
did not know where Kazakhstan was, and
many others had never heard of it. However,
that did not make me sad. I was more than
happy to introduce my home country to
them. Some thought Kazakhstan was a third
world nation with a weak economy, but I
convinced them that they were mistaken.
Kazakhstan is developing rapidly and will

soon be one of the top 50 most developed
countries in a couple of decades. My nation
gained independence only 30 years ago,
so it will take the nation some time to get
settled. I am grateful for every contact with
other foreign students in Korea. Going out
to eat chicken, especially Mom's Touch,
chatting over tea and coffee, taking photos
in photo booths, and visiting a number of
historical places are many of the things I will
remember.

Buddies are the best helpers!
My helper buddy from URINK was kind
and cheerful. Her name is Lee Sumin, and
I would not have survived without her.
She contacted me in advance, asked for
my expected day of arrival, and whether I
needed anything when I arrived. She also
answered all my questions at any time of
the day and gave help that was from her
pure heart, without any self-interest. We had
lunch and dinner together, walked around the
city, went shopping, and even once attended
a concert together. She was always there,
supporting me and helping me cope with
difficulties. Together we went to get my
alien registration card, she taught me how to
order goods online, helped me find ways to
various places, and introduced me to others
who became my friends. She was a ray of
light that I needed so much. She was my
support stand and encouraged me whenever
I was down. She always understood me
and seemed to always consider my point of
view by placing herself in my shoes. She
is just a miracle! I am confident that each
other international student would surely say

the same thing about their buddies. They
are simply irreplaceable and magnificent.
I would sum them up as insanely friendly,
funny, and nice. URINK members welcomed
each international exchange student warmly
and stayed with us till our goodbye. They
ensured every moment we were here was
forever imprinted in our memory. I will
never forget their care and my days in Korea,
and I plan to definitely return to Seoul as
soon as I can. Thank you to everyone who
brightened my semester in Korea, and thank
you to Sookmyung Women's University for
the atmosphere, the people that I met, and
the knowledge that I have received. I will
use it all in the future.
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Election age Lowered, Democratic power up
Ahn Ha Yura / Culture Section Editor / smt_hyr@sookmyung.ac.kr

On December 27, 2019, a revision to the Public Official Election
Act was passed at the plenary session of the National Assembly
of the Republic of Korea. The bill includes semi-interlocking type
proportional representation and lowering the voting eligibility age
from 19 to 18. Currently, the National Assembly has 253 district
seats and 47 proportional representatives. The bill calls for semiinterlocking type proportional representation and a reduction to 30
proportional representatives, while still maintaining the current
parliamentary structure. The bill will enter into effect starting with
general elections in April. As a result, about 140,000 high school
students who were born before April 16, 2002, will be eligible to vote.
This new regulation comes after 14 years of initially lowering the
voting age from 20 to 19 in 2005. All OECD countries, except Korea,
allowed its citizens to vote at 18 years old, so the lowering of the
voting age makes Korean comparable to other countries. However,
education on a mock election is given to students much later than
in other countries. Schools in many countries including the United
States, Germany, and Denmark hold mock elections and implement
direct elections at schools. In South Korea, however, education on
mock general elections will be conducted by the Seoul Metropolitan
Office of Education from this year. With this first step, Korea is
making an effort to raise students' knowledge and understanding of
democratic citizenship.
Revision to the election law has led to various reactions from
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Korean youth, educators, and political parties. Park Chaerin, born
on February 19, 2002, who now has the right to vote said, "I don't
consider myself as an adult. Therefore, I'm not sure about my ability
to vote, and this is likely for others like me." Actual high school
students are worried about voting unprepared. Also, some educators
share this idea. The Korea Federation of Teachers' Associations has
opposed the decision to allow 18-year-old the right to vote, citing
fears of political problems in classrooms and violations of the right
to study as third-year high school students. However, the Parents'
Association for True Education expressed a positive view and said
it is an opportunity to realize the sovereignty of students, which will
be taught in democratic civic education as a result of the revision
to the election law. The educational community is divided, which
will surely influence young minds. Bae Sanghoon, a professor in the
College of Education at Sungkyunkwan University, said, "Students
will grow into true democratic citizens as a result of the new learning
and will be able to express their mind with a proper understanding of
political views. Politicians should actively develop youth pledges."
The revised bill, ahead of general elections, has been met with both
positive and negative opinions. Through this process, Korea will
move forward to a better democracy.
Lee Jinho, Kim Jahyun, "'Atmosphere in the Classroom Will Be Broken' vs 'Students
Can Practice Democratic Education' 18-Year-Old' Right to Vote 'Pros and Cons'",
News 1, January 11, 2020
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Endless War
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr

On January 3, 2020, the world was shocked to read and see the news
that Qassem Suleimani, a member of Iran's elite military and an
Iranian revolutionary garrison, was killed as the result of a U.S. air
strike. The Kuds Army, of which Qassem Suleimani was commanderin-chief, is an organization that provides support and command
directions to pro-Iran militants and government forces overseas. In
particular, Qassem Suleimani leads the battle against IS when Iraq
launched its counter-IS operation. For this reason, Suleimani was a
man who enjoyed much national support from Iranians. However,
from the U.S. and Israel's perspective, Suleimani and Kudswung have
long been a person to keep eye on as they were often considered as a
key to terrorism. In addition, Suleimani had irritated the U.S. and U.S.
officials believed Suleimani was behind frequent clashes between the
U.S. and pro-Shiite militias in Iraq. After the U.S. Embassy in Iraq
was attacked in Baghdad, Iraq and the U.S.-led conflict began. On
December 31, 2019, U.S. President Trump posted on Twitter that Iran
was behind the U.S. embassy raid in Baghdad. Then, on January 1,
2020, Iran's supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei refuted the claim
on Twitter. On January 3, 2020, an MQ-9 unmanned drone attacked a
vehicle carrying Suleimani and killed him. President Trump officially
announced Suleimani's death at a news conference right afterward.
U.S. President Trump tweeted, "Suleimani is, directly and indirectly,
responsible for the deaths of millions of people killed in recent
protests in Iran. Iran won't admit it, but Suleimani was hatred and

feared in Iran." Trump said that was cause enough for Suleimani's
removal. The U.S. Department of Defense stood behind President
Trump. In other words, the U.S. decided that a preemptive attack was
needed because Suleimani was plotting an imminent attack against
U.S. citizens. He was attacked and killed to prevent the loss of U.S.
people. Iran's president, Lohani, visited Suleimani's bereaved family
and promised to retaliate against the United States. The conflict
between the United States and Iran has had a huge impact on not only
the U.S. and Iran but also on many other nations around the world.
For the first time, major overseas indices such as Dow Industrial,
Nasdaq and S&p500 fell and domestic stock markets in South Korea
fell 0.98 percent. Prices of safe-haven gold, dollar, and yen surged,
and the price of crude oil also surged. U.S. big cities have tightened
their vigilance against possible Iranian retaliation, and Iran has also
appointed the next commander of the Kuds Army to strengthen
its will to fight back. With violence escalating, the whole world is
watching even the smallest acts by the U.S. and Iran.

Jung Uigil, "Heightened Tension Due to the Murder of Suleimani… Will There Be War
Between the U.S and Iran?", Hankyoreh News, January 5, 2020
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The Way We Meet Our Past
Lee Hwang Hayoung / Woman Section Editor / smt_lhy@sookmyung.ac.kr
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Looking back on the past not only leads to knowing about the past but learning information for the
present. In addition, people can further develop the present using the past through the preservation
of traditions. In other words, it is important to learn about traditions. Through this exhibition, SMT
learned about the traditions of our ancestors and important national rites performed by people in the
past. Let's learn about Korean history through the exhibtion <Music and Instrument of Seonjam>.
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Into the Past
Seongbukdong, Seoul, where the site of
Seonjamdan during the Choseon Dynasty
was located, still host the place today as it
was at that time period. Seonjamdan hosts
the ritual for Seonneung, the god of Yangjam,
and continues to be a sacred place for people
to pray for the prosperity and stability
throughout the year. During Seonjamje, a
ceremony presenting the cultural heritage
of Korea, there is music, singing, and
dancing that aim at capturing the culture of
Yeack. SMT reporters travelled to Seongbuk
Seonjam Museum to learn more about
Seonjamdan and Seonjamje and about the
instruments and music used during important
national ceremonies in the past.
The <Music and Instrument of Seonjamje>
exhibition is being held at Seonjam Museum,
which is located in Seoul Seongbuk-Gu.
To get to the exhibition from Sookmyung
Women's University, take Bus 400 from
the Main Gate of Sookmyung Women's
University to Sookmyung Women's
University Station, and from there take
the Line 4 to Hansung University Station.
Leave the station through Exit 6 and walk
to Samseongyo Bridge to find Seongbuk
Culture Center. Take Bus 1111, 2112, or
Seongbuk Village Bus 03 and get off at
Seongbuk elementary school and Seongbuk
Seonjam Museum bus stop. The entire travel
time will be about 37 minutes. Gallery
tickets can be purchased at the exhibition
ticket booth or online.

Learn about Seonjam
The <Music and Instrument of Seonjamje>
is a special exhibition held at Seonjam
Museum. Through the exhibition, visitors
learn more about traditional musical
instruments, literature, and clothing used

for Seonjamje. The exhibition is not only
about musical instruments and clothing of
the past, but is also about the Korean origin,
description, and history which is related
together. At the exhibition entrance, there are
various free language audio guides such as
Korean, English, Chinese and Japanese, and
they are available to anyone who presents
their ID card.
The museum has a total of three floors, and
the <Music and Instrument of Seonjamje>
exhibition is held on the third floor of the
special exhibition room. The first floor offers
visitors an overall of Seonjam, Seonjamje,
and Sunjamdan. In particular, the exhibition
gives visitors a taste of both the past and
present. The most interesting part of the
exhibit on the first floor is the restoration
of the site. On the second floor of the
museum, visitors are provided with more
details about the royal family of Choseon
and how it emphasized the importance of
the sericultural industry and wished for
stability and abundance throughout the year
for the nation. It was a major driving force in
the development of ancient Korean society
along with agriculture. The exhibition on the
third floor presents actual instruments used
during those days, the composition and scale
of bands, and the music for the ceremony.
A guidebook for the exhibition detailing all
the various types of instruments is needed
to understand. It was interesting to see the
instruments firsthand as they are difficult to
see in everyday life. The music used in the
festival can also be heard at the exhibition
in a special area sectioned just for visitors to
enjoy the sound of traditional instruments.
Visitors can also take a look at the music
and rituals of Seonjamje through the images
of Seonjamje in the Choseon Dynasty. The
wall displays people preparing for the event
rites throughout the 5-day pre-ceremony

Title

Music and Instrument of Seonjamje

Exhibition Period

December 17, 2019 ~ March 29, 2020

When

Tuesday~Sunday 10:00~18:00
*Closed every Monday

Admission Fee

1,000 won for University Students

Homepage

museum.sb.go.kr

preparations. Visitors will see what occurs
on the first day of preparations up until what
the actual ceremony ritual day. There is also
information about the dance for victims of the
anti-submarine disaster. The exhibition hall
displays musical instruments, clothing, and
past materials related to the Seonjamje. This
allowed SMT reporters to fully understand
the influence the anti-submarine regime had
on Korean ancestors.

Ratings :★★★☆☆
The exhibition serves as an opportunity for
visitors to learn more about past rituals.
This reporter did not know about the ritual,
but learned a lot about it and experienced
firsthand the music and clothing of the
past. However, the special exhibition itself
was rather small. It is confined to the third
floor of the Seongbuk Seonjam Museum.
The first and second floors of the museum
are permanent exhibits. Nevertheless, the
content and information presented on the
first and second floors give visitors a better
understanding of the content and information
presented at the Music and Instrument of
Seonjamje exhibition. Originally, SMT
reporters thought the entire museum would
be centred on the special exhibition, so that
was a bit of a disappointment. Regardless,
this SMT reporter highly recommends a visit
to the exhibition as it is a great opportunity
for Sookmyungians to learn about the past.
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SOOK PICK

What Song Made Your
Trip More Enjoyable?
Jung Kim Hyeseung / Society Section Editor / smt_jhs@sookmyung.ac.kr

Plato once said, "Music and rhythm find their way into the secret places of the soul."
Music makes our lives richer, more enjoyable, and sometimes tearful. Also, at
some point, the music you hear makes a place more special. Here are four people talking about their special experience with music. Let's hear their stories.

Feelings - Lauv

Is This Love - Bob Marley

KIM MINJUNG, ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE '19

LEE JIWON, DEPARTMENT OF ARTS & CRAFTS '20

Last year, I suddenly felt like seeing the sea and left
for Gangneung. It was my first time to travel alone. I
liked the fact that I could have time to myself. I saw
the sea and ate a lot of delicious food. Waiting for the
bus back to Seoul at night, I heard this song playing
at the bus terminal. The calm lyrics and melody
made me feel relaxed, and I returned to Seoul with
my worries and burdens left behind.

I visited Europe five years ago. On a sightseeing day
in southern Italy, on my way to Naples by bus after
looking around Pompeii, I heard this song. It was
December, but the warm weather and sun made the
sea sparkle. Bob Marley's song, Is This Love, was
being broadcast over the bus speakers. I will never
forget the good weather and the moment I heard the
song's rhythmical reggae beat as I looked out at the
sparkling sea.

New York, New York – Frank Sinatra

Travel – Bol4

DO SEOHYUN, ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE '20

YOO JIMIN, ENGLISH LANGUAGE & LITERATURE '19

This song is the best song ever for describing visitor's
feeling who is in New York. To see the Statue of
Liberty, a symbol of the United States and New
York, I had to go on a cruise ship. On the way back
from the Statue of Liberty, the song rang out on the
ship. At that time, I didn't know the title of this song,
but I thought it was a song that made New York more
romantic. Whenever I listened to this song, I feel like
I'm in New York.

I'd like to recommend you to hear this song before
you go on a trip. Especially, I love the lyrics of "I'm
leaving today for the airport. Turn off your phone.
Please don't look for me." This song seems to be nice
for expressing travelers' nervousness and happiness
before traveling. I heard this song many times before
I went to Jeju Island last year, so I felt good and
enjoyed my trip. I think, this song will make your
trip more happy.
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HEAD TO HEAD

SMT READER

#356_SNS EVENT_WINNER

It isn't easy to get information about school
events without reliable news media. Through The
Sookmyung Times, I could get information about
our school's events such as activities of the former
student council and lectures of famous speakers.
I think it's very important to get a sense of 'being
global'. From my perspective, The Sookmyung
Times includes many interesting articles to
understand the world. In FEATURE, analyzing
Chinese cuisines, in COVERSTORY, investigating
<Confession of Murder>, in PEOPLE, reporting
the activities of a young activist for Climate Action,
and in SMTRACING, thinking the ways to promote
Sookmyung were interesting enough to appeal
to all Sookmyungians. Many organizations and
companies, which Sookmyungians have the power
of influence, need 'the gentle power to change the
world.' This is why we need an English newspaper
for Sookmyungians. Just reading The Sookmyung
Times, I could know the scale of Sookmyungians'
power and the depth of understanding the world.

OH JIWON
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICAL & BIOLOGICAL ENGINERRING '17

KIM KYUNGSEO / DIVISION OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES '19

• MONTHLY SAYING •
Do not dwell in the past, do not dream of the future, concentrate the mind on the present moment.
-Buddha

Ways to Enjoy The Sookmyung Times

#숙명타임즈 #2020_3월 #357호
@sookmyungtimes
또는 #숙명타임즈

숙명타임즈 표지를
페이스북 태그 또는 인스타그램에
해시태그한다.

Post The Sookmyung Times cover design
on facebook or instagram, and hashtag the
sookmyungtimes

숙명타임즈 기사를 읽고
짧은 후기를 작성한 후,
smtimes@sookmyung.ac.kr

로 보낸다.

After reading The Sookmyung Times, write a postscript
for The Sookmyung Times and send it to
smtimes@sookmyung.ac.kr

4월 10일 (금)까지 두 가지 방법 중 한 가지를 선택해서 참여해주세요!
추첨을 통해 소정의 상품을 드립니다.
Choose one among the two ways to participate in this event by April 10 (Friday)!
We will send you a small gift if your entry is chosen.

If you have news tips or ideas, you
can contact us via KakaoTalk.
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CRITICAL VOICE TO CHANGE THE WORLD

